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ACTIVITY 1

Read the text below and do 1.1-1.3.

 
Ear for Opera 
DEBORAH VOIGT TAKES ON STRAUSS’S HELEN OF TROY 
 

The composer Richard Strauss loved 
the soprano voice. He wrote for the 
soprano as few others did, creating a 
string of memorable parts that have kept 
his operas on stage since the beginning 
of the last century. Sopranos like 
Deborah Voigt are one reason for 
Strauss’s continued popularity. Her 
powerful, flexible voice is equally at 
home in the apotheosis of ‘Ariadne of 
Naxos’ and the hysterics of ‘Electra’. 

Now, in a new production at New York‟s 
Metropolitan Opera, Voigt will bring to the stage 
one of the most difficult, most powerful roles in the 
Strauss canon. She has been cast as the title 
character, Helen of Troy, in Strauss‟s 1928 opera, 
which returns to New York‟s Metropolitan Theatre 
after a nearly 80-year absence. Of the six operas 
written by Strauss with the librettist Hugo von 
Hofmannsthal, this was their only flop. It has been 
occasionally revived, but it remains a curiosity in 
the Strauss catalogue. 

„The role of Helen is very high in the voice,‟ 
says Voigt. This technical difficulty, coupled with 
the fact that the character of Helen is something of 
a nonentity has kept this opera at the back of the 
Strauss catalogue. „With two weeks to the 
opening, I‟m still sussing out her character,‟ said 
Voigt in late February. „She‟s the most beautiful 
woman in the world, but there‟s more to it. She‟s 
married to this guy –he wants to kill her, but she 
still loves him. There‟s that whole element of 
suspense –will he drink the potion? And it‟s a 
pretty complicated, involved story.‟ 

The roots of that story are in Greek mythology 
–specifically, in a disparity between Homer‟s „Iliad‟ 
and Herodotus‟s „Histories‟.  

Both authors agree that Helen left Sparta (and 

her husband Menelaus) with the Trojan 
prince Paris. This incident ignited the Trojan 
War. But while Homer places Helen behind 
the besieged walls of Troy for the duration of 
the 10-year conflict, Herodotus tells a 
different story. 

In his „Histories‟, Herodotus explains that 
Paris and Helen were blown off course on 
their way to Troy.  Their ship landed in the Nile 
Delta. Arriving in Egypt, they were brought 
before the Egyptian king, Proteus. Proteus 
recognised Helen and Paris, and decided that 
since Paris had taken Helen from Menelaus, 
he was a liar and a cheat and should be 
stripped of all his treasure and material goods, 
including Helen. Helen then spent the next 10 
years in Egypt until her husband Menelaus 
retrieved her, following the fall of Troy and the 
end of the war. 

This mythological confusion inspired the 
opera, based on the later adventures of Helen 
and Menelaus. Strauss wanted „Helena‟ to be 
a comic opera, but the depth and 
psychological complexity of Hofmannsthal‟s 
libretto caused the work to evolve into a 
psychological domestic drama with occasional 
comic touches – the opera we have today. 

  

12 
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 1.1   Read the text and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for items 1-2. 

1. The text is most likely to have appeared 
A. in a theatre programme. 
B. in a book about the history of music. 
C. in the entertainment section of a newspaper. 

2. Another possible title for the text is  
A. A woman without character. 
B. An operatic challenge. 
C. A new version of an old favourite. 

 

 1.2   Read the text again and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for items 3-6. 

3. What do we learn about Strauss‟s opera Helen of Troy? 
A. It attracted large audiences after its opening. 
B. It was originally written as a comedy. 
C. It is hardly ever performed nowadays. 

4. The text suggests that the legend of Helen of Troy 
A. is presented by authors in different ways. 
B. lacks the power to engage a modern audience. 
C. is as popular now as it was long ago. 

5. According to the writer, Homer and Herodotus disagree about the fact that 
A. Helen left Sparta with Menelaus. 
B. Helen‟s infidelity led to the Trojan war. 
C. Helen was trapped in Troy for a decade. 

6. What comment does the writer make about Hofmannsthal‟s libretto for Helen of Troy? 
A. It bears very little resemblance to the legends. 
B. It has lighter moments despite its complexity. 
C. It deals with events during the Trojan war.  

 

 1.3   Decide if, according to the text, statements 7-10 are True (A), False (B), or Not stated (C). 

 

STATEMENTS 
A B C 

TRUE FALSE NOT 
STATED 

7. Strauss‟s operas were ideal for sopranos because they provided ample 
opportunities for them to show what they can do with their voice. 

   

8. The opera, „Helen of Troy‟ was performed in New York eighty years ago. 
   

9. Strauss and Hofmannsthal were devastated by the public‟s reaction to the opera. 
   

10. The King of Egypt gave Helen and Paris permission to live together in his country. 
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ACTIVITY 2 

Read the extract below, which is from a newspaper’s on-line conversation with readers around the 
world, and match the meaning of the underlined words (11-17) with options A-H. There is one 
option you do not need. 

A. mentally ill B. in one piece,  
undamaged 

C. make a fuss D. battle 

E. unlawful F. prosecution G. illegitimate H. novelty 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Digital dialogue: iPod for sale: Is that a crime? 
QUESTION 

The recording industry has opened up a new front (11) –against people who sell iPods or other digital music 
players with their music libraries intact (12). It’s fairly logical that doing this is illegal (13), but the Recording 
Industry Association of America is once again making the record companies look like paranoid (14) bullies who 
emphasise legal action (15) and propose little innovation (16). How about creating a legal way for people to see 
their digital libraries along with their players? The record companies never complained (17) about second hand 
record shops. 

James Connell, (IHT) 

 

 
ACTIVITY 3 

 3.1   Read extracts of advertisements (items 18-21) and guess which product or service each is 
promoting. Use each of the options (A-E) only once. There is one option you do not need. 

 

A. electrical 
appliances B. detergent C. telephone 

company D. building 
contractors E. computer 

support 
 

18. Remember it’s cheaper, quicker and easier to contact us electronically. Our expert technicians can 
give you advice on how to deal with a problem you are facing with your hardware over the phone.  

 

19. These new Eco-balls are easy to use and highly effective and are guaranteed to lift 
dirt without fading colours.  

 

20. Why not experience for yourself the quality of life you’ve always wanted?  
Our blocks of flats have everything you’ve ever dreamed of... and more! 

 

21. Enjoy free internet services for one year & save 10% on all our products!  
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 3.2   Read the statements below (items 22-25) and decide which language function each one is 
performing. Use each of the options (A-E) only once. There is one option you do not need. 

 
A. Prohibiting B. Making an offer C. Warning D. Giving notice E. Providing advice 

 
22. Road repairs will take place in this area from the end of the month.  

23. 
TO PROLONG THE LIFE OF KENT CARDS 
1. Play on a soft cloth of felt covered surface. 
2. Occasionally wipe off KENT cards with damp cloth and let dry thoroughly. 

 

24. Authorized personnel only.   

25. Do not use if sensitive to any ingredient.  

 

ACTIVITY 4 
Read the article below and choose the best option (A-H) for items 26-31. Use each option only once. 
There are two options you do not need. 

A. risky C. environment-friendly E. ecological G. non-profit 
B. global D. minimal F. monthly H. certified 

 

 
 

What is the MSC? 
The Marine Stewardship Council is an independent, (26) ________ organisation that works 
towards finding a solution to the problem of over-fishing, together with scientists, fishery 
experts and conservation groups. The council has developed an (27) ________ standard to 
evaluate and reward fisheries –look for the MSC eco-label (below) to ensure that products are 
from certified fisheries.  

Peace of mind 
 

With regard to the fish of Asda supermarket, Amy Williams, Commercial 
Manager of the MSC says, “Asda has a traceability system set up so they 
can track fish with the MSC logo on the fresh counter to make sure that it 
comes from a (28) ________ fishery. Through buying fish with the MSC 
label, customers can make a difference to what‟s happening at sea.” It 
demonstrates that Asda‟s customers want fish which will help halt the 
(29) ________ decline of fish stocks,‟ she says.  

Catch of the day 
 

Look out in stores for the Catch of the Day, a (30) ________ offer on different fish –it‟s a 
great opportunity to try other types. Asda regularly visits its suppliers, and the suppliers in 
turn make sure that the vessels and farms are all operating effectively, and have a        
(31) ________ effect on the environment. 
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ACTIVITY 5 

 5.1   Read Text 1 below and choose the best option (A, B, or C) for items 32-35. 

32. The overall tone of the text is 
A. optimistic. 
B. pessimistic. 
C. resentful. 

33. The writer suggests that climate change  
A. is having a detrimental effect on every single part of our planet. 
B. is being felt most in places which are creating high levels of pollution. 
C. is doing the greatest damage in highly vulnerable areas. 

34. The writer uses the term „Goldilocks climates‟ to 
A. emphasise the fact that some countries are luckier than others with regard to their climate. 
B. illustrate the child-like attitude of many people to climate change. 
C. explain how ignorant many people are of the effects of climate change. 

35. What is Peter Gleick‟s overall conclusion? 
A. Wealth is no solution to the problems created by climate change. 
B. International co-operation is needed to reduce the effects of climate change. 
C. Climate change has been brought about by ignorance and poverty. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Over the last few decades, as scientists have intensified their studies of the human 
effects on climate and of the effects of climate change on humans, a common theme 
has emerged: in both respects, the world is a very unequal place. 

In almost every instance, the people most at risk from climate change live in 
countries that have contributed least to the atmospheric build-up of carbon dioxide 
and other greenhouse gasses linked to the recent warming of the planet. Those most 
vulnerable countries tend to be the poorest. And the countries that face the least harm 
–and are the best equipped to deal with the harm they do face– tend to be the richest. 

The large industrialised countries are more resilient partly because of geography; 
they are mostly in mid-latitude regions with Goldilocks climates –neither too hot nor 
too cold. But a bigger factor is their wealth –wealth built at least partly on a century or 
more of burning coal, oil and other fossil fuels that underlie their mobile, industrial, 
climate controlled way of life. 

„We have an obligation to help countries prepare for the climate changes that we 
are largely responsible for,‟ said Peter Gleick, a co-founder of the Pacific Institute for 
Studies in Development, Environment and Security in Berkeley, California. 

Around the world, there are abundant examples of how wealth is already enabling 
some countries to defend themselves against climate and coastal risks, while poverty, 
geography and history are placing some of the world‟s most crowded, vulnerable 
regions directly in harm‟s way.  

 

1 
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 5.2   Read Text 2 below, and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for items 36-39. 

36. According to the text, last year Malawi 
A. found itself with £23 million pounds worth of debts. 
B. requested a large amount of money to deal with climate change.  
C. was given donations to help its failing economy. 

37. Now, a year later, it appears that the Malawi government  
A. has the money it needs to deal with its financial problems. 
B. has been given insufficient money to tackle climate change successfully. 
C. has not received the aid promised to deal with climate change. 

38. According to the text, what action is the Malawi government now taking? 
A. It has begun educating agricultural workers about climate change. 
B. It has decided to wait for international help to fight climate change. 
C. It has begun taking action that will help farmers, despite climate change. 

39. The text suggests that in future, Malawi farmers will have to 
A. rotate crops every two years. 
B. create new areas for planting crops. 
C. plant crops which ripen earlier. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Last March, Malawi, one of the world‟s poorest countries with 14 million people, 
identified $23 million worth of urgent measures it should take in the next three years. 
It delivered them to the United Nations programme to help poor nations deal with 
climate change. A year later, the government is still negotiating with donors. „It is sad 
that, up until now, we have not gotten the monies that have been talked about,‟ said 
Henry Chimunthu Banda, the minister of energy, mines and natural resources. 

That is not to say Malawi is standing still. The government is moving toward 
bigger grain reserves, changes in agricultural practices and construction of a new 
dam. Nine out of ten Malawians are subsistence farmers. Austin Kampen, 39, is an 
early adapter. A non-profit group last year gave him hoses and a large bucket, a 
rudimentary but effective crop sprinkler system. He plants a variety of maize more 
likely to survive shorter growing seasons and backs it up with cotton, cassava, 
potatoes and other vegetables. 

He still lost his entire harvest in January when a river overflowed after a week of 
non-stop rain, submerging his three-hectare, or seven-acre, field and leaving 75 of his 
neighbours homeless. Still, he said, he will manage to plant anew this season. 

 
 
 
 
 

2 
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 5.3   Read Text 3 below and decide if items 40-45 are True (A), False (B), or Not stated (C). 
 

STATEMENTS 
A B C 

TRUE FALSE NOT  
STATED 

40. The Maas River is dangerous as it may flood and cause considerable damage.    
41. Floating homes are very unusual; you can only find them in one part of the world.     
42. Anne‟s amphibious house has solid iron foundations.    
43. Amphibious houses are a government initiative to deal with flooding.    
44. The Dutch have a long history of dealing with floods.    
45. Living near water changes people‟s character.    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anne van der Molen lives on the edge of the Maas River, by definition an insecure spot in a 
country constantly trying to keep the water at bay. But she is ready for the next flood. 
Excited even. „We haven‟t floated,‟ she said of her house, „but we‟re looking forward to 
floating.‟ 

Her two-bedroom, two-store house, which costs about £420,000, is not a houseboat, and 
not a floating house of the sort common across the world. It is amphibious: resting on land 
but built to rise as the water level rises. It sits on a hollow concrete foundation and is 
attached to six iron mooring posts sunk into the lake bottom. Should the river swell, as it 
often does in the rain, the house will float up with it –by as much as five and a half meters– 
and then float back down, held in place by the poles, as the water subsides. 

It is part of a new experiment in living. The 46 houses here are meant to address two 
issues at the heart of the housing debate in this low-lying, densely populated country, said 
Steven de Boer, a concept developer at Dura Vermeer, the company that developed the 
project. Van der Molen loves the feeling of being almost part of the river. „Dutch people have 
always had to fight against the water,‟ she said. „This is another way of thinking about it. 
This is a way to enjoy the water, to work with it instead of against it.‟ 

 
 5.4   Fill in the gaps (46-50) with options A-H to create cause or effect statements. Use each option 

only once. There are three options you do not need. 

A. Given C. Because E. As a matter of fact G. Accordingly 
B. On account of D. Therefore F. Consequently H. Due 

 

46. The climate is changing really fast. _____, environmentalists claim that our world will soon be a 
place impossible to live in.  

 

47. _____ to their geography, the large industrialised countries are more resilient to climate change.  

48. Malawi is one of the world‟s poorest countries. ______, it is only fair that rich nations help the 
Malawian people deal with the climate change which the former contributed to.  

 

49. _____ that the van der Molens live on the edge of a river, which is by definition an insecure part of 
the country, they had an „amphibious‟ house built. 

 

50. ______ Anne van der Molen loves feeling that she‟s part of the river, she decided to take part in 
the experimental project and start „working with the water instead of against it‟. 

 

3 
 

Articles: 
Maasbommel  
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 5.5   Fill in the gaps in Column B so that the statements have approximately the same meaning as 
those in Column A. The underlined words will help you. 

COLUMN A COLUMN B 

0. Wealth is enabling some countries to defend 
themselves against the effects of climate change. 

Wealthy countries are more able to defend 
themselves against the effects of climate change. 

51. 
Poverty, geography and history are placing some 
of the world‟s most crowded, vulnerable regions 
directly in harm‟s way.  

Poverty, geography and history are directly 
______ some of the world‟s most crowded and 
vulnerable regions. 

52. 
Funds were delivered to the United Nations 
programme to help poor nations deal with climate 
change. A year later, the Malawian government is 
still negotiating with donors. 

Funds were delivered to the United Nations 
programme to help poor nations deal with climate 
change. A year has passed, and still the 
Malawian government ______  ______ no funds. 

53. ...a common theme has emerged [from studies on 
climate change]; the world is a very unequal place. 

Studies on climate change show that there is 
______  ______ in our world. 

54. Few politicians dare to suggest measures more 
aggressive than limiting the use of lawn sprinklers. 

Most politicians do not dare to suggest 
aggressive measures ______ than that of 
limiting the use of lawn sprinklers. 

55. Should the river swell, the house will float up with it, 
then float back down as the water level subsides. 

Amphibious houses ______ and ______  when 
the river swells and then subsides.       

 
 

ACTIVITY 6 

The statements in the left column are the type of lies we are often told. Reverse the statements so 
that they are truths, by filling in the gaps in the column on the right. 

 Lies, all lies... The truth is that:  

56. 
“You are the witnesses to a miracle in Europe: 
inflation has been going down, prices have 
fallen by about 10% in the last 6 months, and 
there is zero unemployment in Europe today.” 

The miracle we‟re hoping for in Europe has not 
occurred. Inflation has risen in most countries, 
everything is more ______, and there is a high 
______ of unemployment.   

57. Silence is golden. When people are taken advantage of, they should 
not remain silent. They should ______  ______. 

58. 
“We shall do everything in our power to make 
people feel safe,” Chapman said. The first 
step is to make newspapers stop devoting so 
much of their space to reporting crime.” 

People won‟t necessarily feel safer if newspapers 
______  ______ the crimes committed. Crime 
prevention is the job of the state and politicians 
like Chapman.  

59. “Newspapers never lie!” Newspapers distort the truth so that it _____ them.  

60. “School is a place where people are taught 
useful things and their character is shaped” 

People hardly remember what they have learnt in 
school and it is their environment _____  _____ 
their character.  
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ACTIVITY 1 
Imagine you are a British student reporting for your college newspaper. Following the American elections, 
write a short article (200 words) using the notes from different sources below to argue that today’s social 
conditions in the USA have improved for African-Americans. 

 
 

Late eighteen hundreds  
 Whites, especially in the South used blacks as slaves and were successful in keeping the Negro 

down for many years. 
 The Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution of the United States of America made the 

Negroes free and the Fourteenth Amendment gave them all the rights of citizenship.  

Early twentieth century 
 National Association for the Advancement of Colored  People , an interracial Association, 

founded  so as to fight against racial discrimination  and work for equality. Other organizations 
followed –some more militant than others.  

Mid twentieth century 

 Marches, sit-ins, and other kinds of demonstrations for the civil rights of blacks. Whites joined 
in these activities. Gifted black leaders like Martin Luther King became symbols. 

 1960s: First and second Civil Rights Act  
- No funding for school districts that failed to integrate its school system 
- Ensured the voting rights of blacks 
- Illegal to practice racial prejudice in selling or renting houses. 

 1970’s: Blacks:  
- Progress in employment as well as in education 
- Many in skilled trades / some in white-collar jobs 
- Colleges making special efforts to attract black students, prepare them for academic and 

professional careers.  
- Some elected to government positions (Black mayors in a few cities / several black judges - 

one even elected to the Supreme Court) 

 Today:  
- The largest minority in the USA except the Hispanic population  
- Many whites are still quite prejudiced against blacks 
- It’s politically incorrect to call blacks ‘colored people’ today. They are referred to as 

African-Americans.  
-  No segregated schools today 
- Some African-Americans are in top universities  
- Many have substantial education and good jobs, and some  have entered politics (e.g., 

Condoleezza Rice and Collin Powell) and have even run for president (e.g., Jessie Jackson 
and Barack Obama). 

- Racial problems have not been fully resolved in the USA 
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ACTIVITY 2 
The book referred to below (originally written in Swedish) has just been translated into English. Write a brief 
book presentation (180-200 words) for the catalogue of the publishing house you work for.  Use 
information from the Greek text.  

 
 
 
 

 
Η ΦΙΛΟΣΟΦΙΑ ΤΗΣ ΒΑΡΕΜΑΡΑΣ 
Lars Svendsen 
 

Α΢ΑΦΔ΢ ΚΑΙ ΠΟΙΚΙΛΟΜΟΡΦΟ ΦΑΙΝΟΜΔΝΟ Η ΒΑΡΔΜΑΡΑ, αιιά δελ 
θαληαδόκνπλ πνηέ όηη ε θηινζνθία ζα αζρνιείην καδί ηνπ. Κη όκσο, ν 
θαζεγεηήο Φηινζνθίαο Lars Svendsen, θαηαπηάζηεθε κε ην ζέκα θαη έγξαςε 
έλα πνιύ ελδηαθέξνλ βηβιίν. Σν βηβιίν απηό έρεη έλα ζρεηηθά αλάιαθξν 
ραξαθηήξα, παξά ην γεγνλόο όηη πξόθεηηαη γηα έλα δήηεκα ζνβαξό. Σν λα 
ληώζεη θάπνηνο βαξεκάξα ή αλία είλαη πξάγκαηη  ζνβαξό δήηεκα, ηδηαίηεξα 

όηαλ εκθαλίδεηαη ρσξίο νπζηαζηηθό ιόγν. Γειαδή, κε κηα έλλνηα δηθαηνινγείηαη λα βαξηόκαζηε 
όηαλ δελ κπνξνύκε λα θάλνπκε απηό πνπ ζέινπκε θαη ππνρξεσλόκαζηε λα θάλνπκε θάηη πνπ 
δελ καο αξέζεη. Αιιά δελ δηθαηνινγείηαη λα ληώζνπκε πσο ηίπνηε δελ παξνπζηάδεη ελδηαθέξνλ, 
πσο δελ επηζπκνύκε ηίπνηα, πσο ν θόζκνο είλαη  νπδέηεξνο, ή πσο ε δσή καο δελ έρεη λόεκα. 
Απηή ε ‘ππαξμηαθή’ αγσλία είλαη κηα πλεπκαηηθή θαηάζηαζε πνπ πξνθαιεί δπζηπρία θαη κπνξεί 
λα νδεγήζεη ζε θαηάζιηςε.  

Η βαξεκάξα είλαη έλα ζύλζεην θαηλόκελν πνπ αξρίδεη από ηε ζηηγκή πνπ ν άλζξσπνο 
θαηαιαβαίλεη ηνλ εαπηό ηνπ σο άηνκν πνπ έρεη ηδηαίηεξεο αλάγθεο. Γειαδή ε βαξεκάξα έρεη 
ζρέζε πξώηα απ’ όια κε ηηο επηζπκίεο καο, εηδηθά ηώξα ζηελ επνρή καο πνπ ν άλζξσπνο γίλεηαη 
έλαο παζεηηθόο παξαηεξεηήο, πνπ δεηά κνλίκσο ηηο θαηλνύξγηεο ζπγθηλήζεηο. 

Καηά θαλόλα, ε βαξεκάξα γελληέηαη όηαλ θαλείο δελ εξγάδεηαη θαη δελ έρεη ππνρξεώζεηο. 
Μπνξεί όκσο λα ηελ πάζνπλ θαη άλζξσπνη πνπ εξγάδνληαη εληαηηθά. Γεληθά, ε βαξεκάξα 
πξνζβάιιεη ζρεδόλ όινπο καο ζε θάπνηα θάζε ηεο δσήο καο γηα κηθξόηεξα ή κεγαιύηεξα 
δηαζηήκαηα.  

Οξηζκέλνη επηζηήκνλεο ππνζηεξίδνπλ πσο ε αλία κπνξεί λα απνηειέζεη ηε κεγαιύηεξε πεγή 
δπζηπρίαο γηα ηνλ δπηηθό άλζξσπν. Ωο πνιηηηζηηθό θαηλόκελν, εκθαλίζηεθε θαηά ηνπο δύν 
ηειεπηαίνπο αηώλεο θαη ζεσξείηαη πιένλ ηππηθό ζύκπησκα ηεο κνληέξλαο επνρήο, πεξηζζόηεξν 
παξά πνηέ δηαδεδνκέλν ζηηο εκέξεο καο. Δλώ ζηα παιαηόηεξα ρξόληα ε πιήμε ήηαλ πξνλόκην 
κόλν ησλ επγελώλ, ζήκεξα είλαη ε θαηάξα ησλ πνιιώλ.  

Όια απηά, ζύκθσλα κε ηνλ θαζεγεηή Lars Svendsen πνπ θαηαπηάζηεθε κε ην ζέκα θαζώο γηα 
κεγάια ρξνληθά δηαζηήκαηα έπιεηηε. Σνπιάρηζηνλ απηό εμνκνινγείηαη ζηελ εηζαγσγή ηνπ. Η 
Φιλοσουία της Βαρεμάρας είλαη ην πξώην ηνπ βηβιίν, πνπ εθδόζεθε ην 1999, γηα λα 
αθνινπζήζνπλ ηέζζεξηο αθόκε εμίζνπ ελδηαθέξνπζεο κειέηεο.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Η ΠΟΛΥΓΛΩ΢΢Η… ΒΑΡΕΜΑΡΑ 
Ανία, πλήξη, μονοτονία, αθυμία  
In English: boredom, languor, world-weariness  
Expressions: bored to tears, bored to death, bored stiff, bored rigid, fed up 
In other languages: langeweile (German), ennui (French), noia (Italian) 
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ACTIVITY 1 
Listen to three instances of talk. After each listening, choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for items 1-6.  

Read item 1. Listen and respond.  
1.  This is a news extract about 

A. an exhibition with illustrations for Kavafy‟s poetry. 

B. the tribute paid to Kavafy in his birthplace. 

C. the celebration of Kavafy‟s birth in Alexandria. 
 

Read item 2. Listen again and respond. 

2.  The event announced  

A. is taking place at the Hellenic Cultural Foundation. 

B. features concerts by Greek composers, including Xarhakos. 

C. is organised by the Greek Ministry of Cultural Affairs. 
 

 

Read item 3. Listen and respond.  

3.  This extract is about a pilot‟s search for  

A. a missing plane. 

B. a missing businessman. 

C. secret military planes. 
 

Read item 4. Listen again and respond. 

4.  During his search, Kenneth Arnold  

A. discovered a DC 4 which had crashed.  

B. stumbled upon Washington‟s military operations. 

C. encountered a group of strange aircrafts. 
 

 

Read item 5. Listen and respond.  

5.  This piece of news is about  

A. the new prime minister of Chile. 

B. a socialist paediatrician in Chile. 

C. elections in Chile. 
 

Read item 6. Listen again and respond. 
6.  The speaker says that if the female candidate wins, 

A. she will create a million new jobs for the people. 

B. she will be Chile‟s first woman president. 

C. she will have to put up with the opposition. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
A. 

 
 
 
 

 
B. 

 
 
 
 

 
C. 
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ACTIVITY 2  
 2.1   Read items 7-8. Listen and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each of these items.  

7.    The extract of the programme “Living on Earth” is about 
A. the bridge of the Nile River leading to Lake Tanganyika. 
B. the first Europeans in Africa exploring the Tanganyika Lakeland. 
C. the geography of Lake Tanganyika.  

8.    Lake Tanganyika was initially believed to be 
A. in the west part of Africa. 
B. the longest lake in the world. 
C. the source of the Nile River. 

Listen again and check your answers.  
 

 2.2   Read items 9-10. Listen and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each of these items.  

9.  Lake Tanganyika 
A. is home to one special species of fish. 
B. has an inconsistent water temperature.  
C. is full of fresh water fish. 

10. Global warming is endangering 
A. the animal species around the Lake. 
B. the water life of the Lake. 
C. people living in nearby towns. 

Listen again and check your answers.  
 

ACTIVITY 3 

 3.1   Read items 11-12. Listen and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each of these items.  

11. This is an extract from an interview with famous director Mel Brooks about 
A. a musical produced on Broadway. 
B. a film entitled „The Producers‟. 
C. a comedy in bad taste. 

12. Actually, the movie they‟re discussing is about 
A.  how to make a successful film. 
B. how to produce a film. 
C. how to make money from an unsuccessful film. 

Listen again and check your answers.  

 3.2   Read items 13-14. Listen and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each of these items.  

13. Gene Wilder, the protagonist in the film,  
A. always gives magnificent performances. 
B. had to be convinced to play this role. 
C. was afraid that he‟d be disappointed.  

14. The director, Mel Brooks   
A.  has different reactions when watching the film. 
B. thinks that the film has been overestimated. 
C. doesn‟t appreciate the reviews the film received. 

Listen again and check your answers. 
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ACTIVITY 4 

 4.1   Read item 15. Listen and choose the best answer (A, B, or C).   

15. The woman speaking is  
A. feeling sorry about her uneventful past. 
B. narrating a specific event her family went through. 
C. wondering if she‟s given her children enough quality time. 

 

 4.2   Read items 16-20. Listen AGAIN and decide if each of the statements below is True (A), False 
(B), or Not stated (C). 

 STATEMENTS A B C 

 In this part of her talk the speaker tells us that… TRUE FALSE 
NOT 

STATED 

16. what started her thinking was the home videos she was watching.    

17. little, every day things lose their importance over time    

18. her children are all grown up now.    

19. what moved her most was a scene of her daughter curling up to her 
grandmother.    

20. she wished her kids would take after her.      

 

 4.3   Read items 21-25, listen and fill in the gaps in the “ANSWERS” column.  

 QUESTIONS ANSWERS 

21. What does she say in this part of her talk? That some commercials are ____ ____. 

22. Does this talk address teachers? No. It addresses the ____ ____. 

23. How does the speaker feel about the smoothies commercial? She is ____ ____ it. 

24. What should parents do when a child gets hurt? Give them ____ ____. 

25. What‟s the overall message in this talk? 

 

We should be giving children love 
instead ____ ____. 

Now listen again and check your answers.  
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Module 1Practice Test 2

C1 LEVEL - English in school

ACTIVITY 1
Read the text below and do 1.1-1.2.  
 

 
ong before flowers were 
cultivated for their beauty, they 
were grown for practical or 
even preternatural purposes. 
From religious iconography 
and architectural remains at 

Knossos, we know that around 1500 BC, 
Minoan Crete was home to a thriving industry 
surrounding Crocus sativus, commonly 
known as saffron crocus. With its fragrant, 
deep lavender purple-veined flowers, this 
crocus is no ordinary autumn flowering bulb. 
Its scarlet stigmas can be plucked and dried 
to make saffron, a spice long valued for its 
aroma and colour, as well as its medicinal 
and aphrodisiac properties. 

Saffron suffused Bronze Age Minoan culture. 
A famous fresco from that era depicts 
women wearing saffron-based cosmetics, 
and costumes of saffron-dyed cloth 
embroidered with crocus blossoms, picking 
crocus flowers which they present to an 
enthroned goddess. While the crocus appears 
very often in Minoan artefacts, its precise 
significance to the citizens of Crete remains a 
matter of pure speculation, although there is 
evidence that it was used in sacred rituals 
associated with childbirth. One thing, 
however, is certain – this flower was a 
valuable commodity that formed the basis of 
a flourishing overseas trade. 
Powdered saffron was used to heal 
everything from rheumatism to measles. In 
his Natural History, Pliny the Elder mentions 
it being used in wine as a popular remedy for 
a hangover. Roman women used saffron to 
dye their hair and textiles yellow, while 
impoverished medieval monks sometimes 
substituted saffron for gold leaf in their 
religious paintings. Saffron was also added 
as a flavouring and colorant to many dishes 
and cordials; its aroma is unique and there is 
no substitute for it. 
Today,   saffron   is   found   most   notably   
in   Spain’s  national  dish,  paella,  in  the 

 
 

L 
 

Provencal fish soup, bouillabaisse, and in 
Northern Indian biryanis. It is also employed 
to colour dairy products, loaves and cakes. 
Now known as the richest source of vitamin 
B2, saffron has also earned a reputation as 
the most expensive spice in the world since 
harvesting is still done by hand, with over 
4,000 crocus stigmas needed to yield just 
one ounce (25g) of saffron. 

Some parts of Greece still produce saffron, as 
do Turkey, India and Morocco. The highest 
yields, however, come from Spain and Iran, 
which together produce over 80% of the 
global annual 300-ton crop. Researchers 
suggest that high consumption in Spain may 
explain low levels of cardiovascular disease 
in the country. 

Saffron can sell for anywhere from €1,400 to 
€4,500 per kilo, but can be bought in 
quantities as small as one gram. Still, at this 
price, you will want to be sure you are getting 
the real thing. As saffron can be easily 
adulterated, you need to look when buying: 

 The saffron threads or stigmas must all be 
scarlet red. 

 They must be dry and brittle to the touch. 
 Its aroma is strong and fresh – never musty. 

33 October 2004   / Insider Athens 
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 1.1   Read the text quickly and choose the best answers (A, B, C, or D) for items 1–4. 
1. The purpose of the text is to 

A. entertain anyone who is interested in the history of cooking. 
B. give visitors to Crete some background information about the island. 
C. encourage people to use saffron in a variety of ways when cooking. 
D. inform readers of the long and interesting history of saffron crocus. 

2. Another possible title for the text would be: 
A. a once highly-underrated flower. 
B. a recently discovered cooking aid. 
C. an incredibly versatile plant. 
D. an amazingly inexpensive commodity. 

3. The text suggests that 
A. in the past people didn’t appreciate the therapeutic effects of saffron. 
B. it is almost impossible to detect when saffron is of inferior quality. 
C. we know very little about how important saffron was long ago. 
D. in years gone by, people used saffron as a substitute for many things. 

4. A text similar to this one about saffron might also be found in 
A. a book about herbs and plants. 
B. a cook book with Spanish recipes. 
C. a children’s history book. 
D. a medical journal. 

 

 1.2   Read the text again carefully and choose the best answers (A, B, C, or D) for items 5–10. 
5. The writer suggests that 

A. there is evidence that the Minoans appreciated the beauty of flowers. 
B. there is proof that the crocus was widely cultivated by the Minoans. 
C. the crocus has similar properties to many other flowering plants. 
D. the aroma of the Cretan Crocus sativus is truly exquisite. 

6. The Minoan women in the Bronze Age fresco were 
A. embroidering costumes. 
B. putting on jewellery. 
C. receiving presents of crocuses. 
D. offering crocus blossoms to a goddess. 

7. Saffron was used 
A. by the Romans to flavour wine. 
B. by the Romans to cure ulcers. 
C. by medieval monks in their paintings. 
D. by medieval monks to buy gold. 

8. What do we learn about saffron today? 
A. It appears in hundreds of famous national dishes. 
B. Its qualities are still not clearly understood. 
C. Harvesting it is extremely labour-intensive. 
D. Very few plants are needed to produce large quantities of it. 

9. Which is true of the production of saffron? 
A. Most of the world’s crop comes from two countries only. 
B. Spain and Iran produce 300-tons annually. 
C. India and Morocco produce more than Greece and Turkey. 
D. It is still widely produced in Greece. 

10. When it comes to purchasing saffron it is advisable to 
A. buy it in very large quantities. 
B. buy the most expensive variety. 
C. avoid buying that which is deep red. 
D. avoid that which is soft to the touch. 
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 1.1   Read the text quickly and choose the best answers (A, B, C, or D) for items 1–4. 1. The purpose of the text is to A. entertain anyone who is interested in the history of cooking. B. give visitors to Crete some background information about the island. C. encourage people to use saffron in a variety of ways when cooking. D. inform readers of the long and interesting history of saffron crocus. 2. Another possible title for the text would be: A. a once highly-underrated flower. B. a recently discovered cooking aid. C. an incredibly versatile plant. D. an amazingly inexpensive commodity. 3. The text suggests that A. in the past people didn’t appreciate the therapeutic effects of saffron. B. it is almost impossible to detect when saffron is of inferior quality. C. we know very little about how important saffron was long ago. D. in years gone by, people used saffron as a substitute for many things. 4. A text similar to this one about saffron might also be found in A. a book about herbs and plants. B. a cook book with Spanish recipes. C. a children’s history book. D. a medical journal.   1.2   Read the text again carefully and choose the best answers (A, B, C, or D) for items 5–10. 5. The writer suggests that A. there is evidence that the Minoans appreciated the beauty of flowers. B. there is proof that the crocus was widely cultivated by the Minoans. C. the crocus has similar properties to many other flowering plants. D. the aroma of the Cretan Crocus sativus is truly exquisite. 6. The Minoan women in the Bronze Age fresco were A. embroidering costumes. B. putting on jewellery. C. receiving presents of crocuses. D. offering crocus blossoms to a goddess. 7. Saffron was used A. by the Romans to flavour wine. B. by the Romans to cure ulcers. C. by medieval monks in their paintings. D. by medieval monks to buy gold. 8. What do we learn about saffron today? A. It appears in hundreds of famous national dishes. B. Its qualities are still not clearly understood. C. Harvesting it is extremely labour-intensive. D. Very few plants are needed to produce large quantities of it. 9. Which is true of the production of saffron? A. Most of the world’s crop comes from two countries only. B. Spain and Iran produce 300-tons annually. C. India and Morocco produce more than Greece and Turkey. D. It is still widely produced in Greece. 10. When it comes to purchasing saffron it is advisable to A. buy it in very large quantities. B. buy the most expensive variety. C. avoid buying that which is deep red. D. avoid that which is soft to the touch. 

 

ACTIVITY 2 
 2.1   Read the article below and decide if statements 11-13 are True (A), False (B), or Not stated (C). 
 

STATEMENTS 
A B C 

TRUE FALSE NOT 
STATED 

11. Despite its title, the text presents a negative picture of railway 
development in Greece. 

   

12. The introduction of the intercity trains won over one in three people who 
travel between Athens and Thessaloniki. 

   

13. Greece has used the financial support of the European Union for its 
railway expansion. 

   

 

 

Greece’s railway on uphill climb 
 

Greece’s railways have long been undergoing constant 
improvement and the Athens-Thessaloniki ‘fast track’ is no 
exception. However, since 1945, although many lines have been 
(14) abolished, no new tracks have been laid, apart from those on 
Attica’s new suburban line.   

Every attempt to (15) expand the network has failed. For example, Epirus and Western 
Sterea are two of only a handful of European regions without any railway, even though the 
European Union has offered to (16) finance the project. It appears that it (17) was 
forgotten, amid the plans for the Rio-Antirio bridge which, unlike most such bridges, has 
no provision for a rail line.  

As a result, only 1.8% of journeys in Greece are made by train (excluding sea and air 
transport) which (18) ranks the country third to last in Europe, ahead of Lithuania and 
Estonia. In most European countries, train travel (19) accounts for an average of 8% (led 
by Hungary with 13.2%). Yet people (20) opt to travel by train when it is reliable and fast. 

 

 

 
 

 2.2   Read the text again and match the meaning of the underlined words (14-20) with options A-H. 
There is one option you do not need. 

A. to prefer B. to get rid of C. to place D. to agree 

E. to make larger F. to pay for G. to overlook H. to make up 
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ACTIVITY 3 
Read the following texts (21-27) and decide where they might appear. Use each of the options below 
(A-H) only once. There is one option you do not need. 

A. An advertisement B. Information leaflet about sight-seeing tour 
C. Hotel guest leaflet D. A history book 
E. A novel F. The cover of a CD box 
G. A newspaper H. A dictionary 

 
21. We kindly request that guests be ready 10 minutes before the bus is due to depart.  
22. China says terrorist plot failed.  

23. We hope that you will have an enjoyable stay with us. It is essential that you carry this 
key card with you at all times. 

 

24. Hair loss? Thanks to Belgravia it can be a thing of the past.  

25. Many years later, as he faced the firing squad, Colonel Auerelia Buendia was to remember 
that distant afternoon when his father took him to discover ice. 

 

26. The heroic stage of humanism belongs to the period before 1450.  
27. Includes the single ‘Gone, gone, gone, done moved on’. Produced by T Bone Burnett.  

ACTIVITY 4 

For items 28-34 in the following text, choose one of the options (A-H) from the table below. There is 
one option you do not need. 

A. successful B. non-profit C. full D. advanced 

E. academic F. additional G. wealthy H. recognised 
 

 
 

Scholarships to study Greek 
The Michael Antoniou Scholarship Trust is accepting applications for the 

2008-2009 (28)                 year until June 13. The (29)                  Trust Fund 
annually grants 170 scholarships to young people wanting to study the Greek 

language. Scholarships are available for all levels, from beginners up, and 
including (30)                 or C2 level. Scholarships cover one year                               
(31)                  tuition, plus all required educational materials.                        

(32)                  applicants will have the opportunity to apply for renewal of the 
scholarship for (33)                 years. Instruction takes place at two                       

(34)                 non-commercial language institutions located in Crete and 
Rhodes. Applicants must be of Greek descent and at least 12 years old. For 

more information ring 210-2258623 or visit www.antonioutrustfund.gr 
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ACTIVITY 5 
 5.1   Read the text below and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for item 35. 

35. What seems to be the aim of the text? 
A. To report on the Suffragette Movement leader, Emmeline Pankhurst. 
B. To review a film about the British suffragette, Emmeline Pankhurst. 
C. To explain the negative views about Emmeline Pankhurst. 

 
‘Deeds not words’ 
Emmeline Pankhurst, leader of the Militant Suffragettes 
June Purvis offers a fresh look at the career of the suffragette leader. 

 
Emmeline 
Pankhurst is 
one of the ‘true 
Brits’ and she is 
certainly 
remembered as 
the heroine of 
the Women's 
Social and 
Political Union 
(WSPU), the  
most notorious 
of the groups 

campaigning for the parliamentary vote for 
women on equal terms with men in Britain. 

She founded the WSPU in 1903 as a women-
only organisation and under her leadership the 
deeds of her followers grabbed the 
imagination of the public. The popularity of 
the suffragette movement was quite evident 
for years. In the 1970s it inspired the 
television series ‘Shoulder to Shoulder’. 
Twenty five years later, Emmeline Pankhurst 
topped the polls among Observer and Daily 
Mirror readers as the woman of the twentieth 
century. Yet, most historians have presented 
her in a negative manner. 

The most influential book about the work of 
Emmeline Pankhurst, The Suffragette Movement 
(1931), was written by Sylvia  

 

Pankhurst, the middle of Emmeline's three 
daughters, from whom she was estranged at the 
time of her death in 1928.  

Sylvia had often argued against the views of 
her mother, as well as those of Christabel, her 
elder sister (organising secretary of the WSPU) 
and their mother's favourite child. Writing not 
only as an angry socialist but also as a rejected 
daughter, Sylvia presented her mother as a 
traitor to the socialist cause, a failed leader and 
a failed mother, easily swayed by Christabel. 
Both Emmeline and Christabel were represented 
as moving further and further to the political right. 

The Suffragette Movement has become the 
accepted story of Emmeline Pankhurst, 
especially after George Dangerfield adopted 
this account for The Strange Death of Liberal 
England, first published in 1935 and re-
printed a couple of times in the 60s and 70s. 
Dangerfield belittled the suffragette move-
ment, labelling it as a brutal comedy, a 
'puppet show' where the strings were pulled 
by Emmeline and Christabel. Both women 
were seen as opportunists, seeking to rise 
above their impecunious middle-class back-
ground, and as despots who 'dictated every 
move and swayed every heart of a growing 
army of enthusiastic women'. My reading of 
Emmeline Pankhurst suggests that there is a 
more complex story to be told.

 
 
  

History Today, Vol. 52/5: 56 
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 5.2   Read the text again and choose the best answer for items 36-38. 

36. The way that Emmeline Pankhurst is viewed derives from 
A.  her daughter's version of events. B.  Dangerfield's book on 

England. 
C. her political opponents. 

37. The text suggests that the early suffragette movement 
A.  was not supported by the British 

public. 
B.  received a lot of publicity. C. had no political aims. 

38. What was an important reason that Sylvia Pankhurst was at odds with her mother? 
A.  She felt unloved by her mother. B.  She suffered because of her 

cruelty. 
C. She thought her mother was 

a very despotic woman. 
 

 5.3   Now read more about Emmeline Pankhurst and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for items 39-41.

Born in 1858 into a middle-class 
family in Manchester, Emmeline 
Goulden married Dr. Richard 
Pankhurst, a radical barrister 
twenty-one years her senior, in 
1879. Their marriage was both a 
love match and a political 
partnership.  

Abandoning her membership of the Womens' 
Liberal Federation in disappointment over the 
attitude of the Liberal party towards women's 
suffrage, Emmeline and Richard became keen 
members of the newly formed (1893) Independent 
Labour Party (ILP). A popular figure and vigorous 
campaigner, Emmeline was elected to the National 
Executive of the ILP in 1897. When Richard died 
the following year, Emmeline temporarily lost 
interest in politics. 

Left with heavy debts and four children to bring 
up, she gave up her philanthropic work as a poor 
Law Guardian and took a paid job as a Registrar 
of Births and Deaths in a working-class area of 
Manchester. The plight of the poor women she 

encountered stirred her. Emmeline became 
convinced that the only way to raise women out of 
their subordinate position was to campaign for 
their right to vote.  

When she heard that the socialist hall to be opened 
in her husband's name would not admit   
women, Emmeline declared that she had wasted 
her time in the ILP. On October 10th, 1903, she 
invited some socialist women in her Manchester 
home to found an independent women's 
movement. The permanent motto of the WSPU 
was decreed: 'deeds, not words'. 

During the early years, the 
small group engaged in a 
range of constitutional and 
peaceful work. However, 
convinced that such methods 
would not bring the de-sired 
results, Emmeline decided 
on a more confrontational 
approach. 

 
 

39. Emmeline married Richard Pankhurst who was 
A.  a doctor, with conservative ideas. B.  a lawyer who had 

uncompromising views. 
C. a politician who fought for 

women’s rights. 

40. What effect did Emmeline's work with the poor have on her? 
A.  She decided to start a campaign 

against poverty. 
B.  She began her struggle to 

help women gain power. 
C. She became even more 

involved in the ILP. 

41. What does the founding of the WSPU suggest about the existing political parties? 
A.  They were not open to peaceful 

persuasion. 
B.  They avoided direct conflict 

with the government. 
C. They did not support 

women's rights. 
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 5.4   Now search both texts and decide if statements 42-50 are True (A), False (B) or Not Stated (C). 

STATEMENTS 
A B C 

TRUE FALSE NOT 
STATED 

42. There is now general agreement on Emmeline Pankurst's influence.    

43. No man supported the womens' movement in the late 19th century.    

44. The texts suggest that Emmeline was less successful as a mother 
than as a politician. 

   

45. Her daughter Sylvia despised her mother to the extent that she did 
not attend her funeral. 

   

46. Emmeline had a decisive influence on one of her daughters.    

47. Emmeline has been accused of being undemocratic.    

48. The ILP received much support from the blue collar workers.    

49. Emmeline took the decision to make the women's movement more 
aggressive. 

   

50. Today, Emmeline is highly regarded by public opinion in general.    

 

 5.5   Fill in the gaps in Column Β (items 51-55) with words that have approximately the same 
meaning as those with a strikethrough in Column A, as in the example. 

 COLUMN A COLUMN B 

 
0. 

Emmeline Pankhurst topped the polls 
among Observer and Daily Mirror 
readers as the woman of the twentieth 
century. 

Emmeline Pankhurst came top in the polls among 
Observer and Daily Mirror readers as the woman of the 
twentieth century. 

51. 
 

Most historians have presented her in 
a negative manner. 

The ____  ____ historians have presented her in a 
negative manner. 

52. 
 

Sylvia had often been at odds with 
the views of her mother. Sylvia had often ____  ____ the views of her mother. 

53. 
 

Emmeline Goulden married Dr. Richard 
Pankhurst. 

Emmeline Goulden ____  ____  ____ Dr. Richard 
Pankhurst. 

 
54. 

 

When Richard died the following 
year, Emmeline temporarily lost 
interest in politics. 

When Richard died the following year, Emmeline,         
____  ____  ____, lost interest in politics. 

55. The plight of the poor women she 
encountered stirred her. 

The plight of the poor women she ____  ____  ____ 
stirred her. 
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ACTIVITY 6 

Solve the quiz. For items 56-60, put the jumbled words in Column Β in the correct order, so as to 
complete the utterance in Column A meaningfully, as in the example. 

Column A Column B 

0. 
Notice in bar 
It is an offence for any person under the age of 18 to 
buy or attempt to buy liquor. 

 
under - age - any - the - 18 - person - of 

56. 
Travel leaflet 
Avoid _________ taking food such as ice-cream, 
warmed up meat or cold drinks from street vendors. 

 
or - markets – eating - in - open - food 

57. 
Advert for medicine  
Panawonder's soothing action works _________, lift 
that weary feeling and set you up again. 

 
to - and - clear - aches - gently - pains 

58. 
Weather forecast 
It will be _________ or drizzle; maximum 
temperatures will be 8 degrees centigrade. 

 
cloudy - rain - occasional - rather - with  

59. 
Parliamentary report  
The Minister said that the government believed fox 
hunting to be cruel because of the _________. 

 
infliction - suffering - of - unnecessary 

60. 
Book of records 
The greatest number of Olympic gold medals won is 
nine by Mark Spitz, and all _________ world records. 

 
performances - but - were - of - these - one 
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ACTIVITY 1 
Study the information on this webpage and join the discussion about how each of us contributes to „Noise 
Pollution‟. Send an email message (180-200 words) to be posted on the website. Inform other website 
visitors about: 

 the kinds of noise pollution you experience in your area and how it affects you 
 how you, your family or your friends contribute to the problem of noise pollution (see the text below) 

NOTE: Do NOT use your real name. Sign as: “Tired Ear”. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We may not be aware of it, but each and every one of us contributes 
to noise pollution which can be extremely harmful because 

 it may disturb our work, concentration and relaxation 
 it may cause stress and affect our health 

Noise pollution affects our health and we may experience 

 hearing loss 

 heart disease (noise causes stress and the body reacts with increased 
adrenaline, changes in heart rate and a rise in blood pressure) 

 sleep disruption (noise which affects the quantity and quality of sleep –
something which may result in lack of efficiency at work and ill health) 

 disturbed mental and social well-being (when noise becomes sufficiently 
loud or unpredictable, our first annoyance can lead to more extreme 
behaviour) 

 

TYPES OF NOISE POLLUTION       

 Residential noise (this noise could come from neighbours and the most 
common problems come from stereos and television) 

 Road traffic noise (people living or working near busy roads can find road 
traffic noise disturbing and annoying) 

 Industrial noise (from industries, factories, plants, shipyards, etc.) 

 Entertainment noise (loud music from hotels, clubs, discos and concerts) 

 Alarm noise (alarm systems are used to deter burglars but their loudness and 
pitch can cause problems if not turned off straight away or if  they are faulty) 

 Motor vehicle noise (car horns misused by drivers, exhaust noise levels 
and car alarms) 

 Aircraft noise 

 Construction sites (buildings under construction) 
 

 
 Noise pollution 

sources 
 
 Community action 

against pollution 
 
 Ways of coping with 

noise pollution 
 
 Personal 

experiences 
 
 Places in the world 

with extreme noise 
pollution 

 
 
 
Share your 
experiences with us.  
To write an email 
click here:  
 

Noise pollution 
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ACTIVITY 2 
Below is an article, translated from English. It was originally published in the Evening Chronicle. Read it and 
write a letter to the newspaper editor (180-200 words): 

 expressing doubt that this is what people really think of Greece 
 pointing out that the article does not reveal how the survey was conducted and by whom 
 presenting your own evaluation of tourist services in Greece 

NOTE: Do NOT use your real name. Sign as: R. Pappas. 

 

ΑΞΙΟΛΟΓΗΣΗ 

Σσνολικά πώς κρίνεηε ηην ποιόηηηα ηων ηοσριζηικών σπηρεζιών ζηην Ελλάδα; 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ΕΡΕΤΝΑ ΓΙΑ ΣΗΝ ΠΟΙΟΣΗΣΑ ΣΟΤΡΙ΢ΣΙΚΩΝ ΤΠΗΡΕ΢ΙΩΝ 
Καιή ζεσξεί ην 52% ησλ εξσηεζέλησλ ηελ 
πνηόηεηα ησλ ηνπξηζηηθώλ ππεξεζηώλ ζηελ 
Ειιάδα, ζύκθσλα κε έξεπλα πνπ δηεμήρζε, κε 
ζηόρν ηελ αμηνιόγεζε ησλ  ππεξεζηώλ πνπ 
πξνζθέξνληαη ζηελ Ειιάδα. Σν 37,4% ηε ζεσξεί 
κέηξηα, ελώ ην 8,8% ηε ζεσξεί κε ηθαλνπνηεηηθή. 

΢πγθξίλνληαο ην επίπεδν ησλ ηνπξηζηηθώλ 
ππεξεζηώλ ηεο Ειιάδαο κε ην επίπεδν ησλ άιισλ 
ρσξώλ ηεο Ε.Ε., ην 42% πηζηεύεη όηη είλαη 
εθάκηιιν, ην 10,1 % ζεσξεί όηη είλαη αθόκα 
θαιύηεξν θαη ην 30,5% όηη είλαη ρεηξόηεξν.  

΢ηα πιενλεθηήκαηα ηεο Ειιάδαο ζε ζρέζε  κε  

άιινπο πξννξηζκνύο, νη απαληήζεηο εληνπίζηεθαλ ζηε 
θπζηθή νκνξθηά, ζηνλ ήιην, ζηε ζάιαζζα, ζηα λεζηά, 
ζηε θηινμελία, ζηε δεζηαζηά ησλ αλζξώπσλ, ζηα 
αμηνζέαηα (ηζηνξηθά κλεκεία), ζηνλ πνιηηηζκό, ζηε 
λπρηεξηλή δσή, ζηελ ειιεληθή θνπδίλα, ζηηο ππνδνκέο θαη 
ζην αίζζεκα αζθάιεηαο πνπ ληώζεη ν επηζθέπηεο ζηελ 
Ειιάδα.  

Γηα ηα κεηνλεθηήκαηα αλαθνξέο έγηλαλ ζηηο ηηκέο, 
ζηελ αθξίβεηα, ζηελ αηζρξνθέξδεηα, ζηελ έιιεηςε 
ηνπξηζηηθήο ζπλείδεζεο, ζηε ζρέζε πνηόηεηαο θαη 
ηηκήο, ζηελ θαζαξηόηεηα, ζηηο κεηαθηλήζεηο, ζηε κε α-
μηνπνίεζε ησλ ηνπξηζηηθώλ αμηνζέαησλ, θ.ά.  

 
Evening Chronicle, 10-05-2007 

 

Ποιότητα Τοσριστικών Υπηρεσιών

52,00%37,40%

8,80%

Σσγκριτικά με άλλα κράτη της Ε.Ε.

42,00%

10,10%

30,50%

52,0% Καλή 
37,4%  Μέτρια 
08,8%  Κακή 

42.0% Εφάμιλλο 
10,1% Καλύτερο 
30,5% Χειρότερο 
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ACTIVITY 1 
Listen to three instances of talk. After each listening, choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for items 1-6.  

Read item 1. Listen and respond.  
1.  This recording is mainly about 

A. car accidents. 

B. road safety. 

C. long traffic lines. 
 

Read item 2. Listen again and respond. 

2.  The word “squeeze” here means 

A. to drive with great ease and confidence. 

B. to drive very close behind another vehicle. 

C. to drive in the wrong lane or on the wrong side of the road. 
 

 

Read item 3. Listen and respond.  
3.  This recording is mainly about 

A. Saint Patrick’s Day. 

B. driving techniques. 

C. irresponsible drinking. 
 

Read item 4. Listen again and respond. 

4.  A basic aim of the ad is to  

A. remind listeners that it’s dangerous to drink and drive. 

B. scare drivers off the roads. 

C. warn listeners against reckless driving. 
 

 

Read item 5. Listen and respond.  

5.  The purpose of this recording is to 

A. advertise something. 

B. direct attention to something. 

C. argue against something. 
 

Read item 6. Listen again and respond. 
6.  This recording is primarily addressed to people who work 

A. in small cities. 

B. in industrial areas. 

C. in rural areas. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
A. 

 
 
 
 

 
B. 

 
 
 
 

 
C. 
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ACTIVITY 2 
 2.1   Read items 7-8. Listen and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each item.  

7.   This radio program would mostly interest  
A. scientists. 
B. the general public. 
C. astronomers. 

8.   The speaker talks about  
A. the discovery of the planet Saturn. 
B. frozen surface water found on Earth. 
C. possible conditions for life on Saturn’s moon. 

Listen again and check your answers.  

 

 2.2   Read items 9-10. Listen and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each item.  

9.   Marketers tell us that bottled water 
A. is healthier than tap water. 
B. is relatively cheap. 
C. lasts longer than tap water. 

10. The speaker believes that bottled water 
A. is a wasteful luxury. 
B. is a healthier choice. 
C. is inexpensive. 

Listen again and check your answers.  

 

 2.3   Read items 11-12. Listen and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each item.  

11. The speaker proposes 
A. the banning of bottled water. 
B. a charge to the price of bottled water. 
C. a price reduction in tap water. 

12. The speaker believes her proposition may benefit 
A.  people in need and the environment. 
B. local store owners. 
C. low income families. 

Listen again and check your answers.  
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ACTIVITY 3 

 3.1   Read items 13-15. Listen and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each item.   

13. We are listening to two people talking about  
A. a completed task. B. work in progress. C. a new job. 

14. These people are probably 
A. strangers. B. acquaintances. C. close friends. 

15. Maria 
A. is still working. B. is looking for a job. C. has resigned. 

 

 3.2   Read items 16-20. Listen and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each item. 

16.  Maria’s plan for Christmas is 
A. to travel abroad. B. to take time off. C. to publish her book. 

17.  What Maria is currently working on requires 
A. time. B. self-control. C. patience. 

18.  What Maria is currently working on is something 
A. she always wanted to do. B. she really detests doing. C. she never planned for. 

19.  Regarding the final outcome of her project, Maria tends to be 
A. quite confident. B. a bit skeptical. C. pessimistic. 

20.  Maria writes about something that is  
A. mostly fiction. B. suitable for children.  C. based on real life. 

Listen again to the whole conversation and check all your answers. 

 
ACTIVITY 4 

Read items 21-25. Listen to five people talking and decide what profession they are describing        
(e.g., doctor, lawyer, engineer). Fill in each gap with ONE appropriate word.   

21. _____________________. 

22. _____________________. 

23. _____________________. 

24. _____________________. 

25. _____________________. 

Listen again and check your answers. 
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ACTIVITY 1 
Read the text below and do 1.1-1.2. 

 

Times Literary Supplement 
 

    Out of Crete 
       Roderick Beaton 

Zorba the Greek and the Last 
Temptation of Christ are both 
better known as films, than 
the books they are based on. 
Even harder to identify, 
behind the opera The Greek 
Passion by Bohuslav 
Martinü that has played to 

full houses at Covent Garden in recent seasons, 
is the novel that provided its libretto, its title 
translated in the UK as Christ Recrucified. In 
the game of ‘name’ recognition’, Nicos 
Kazantzakis scores well below his most 
successful creations.  

In the public imagination around the world, the 
name Zorba has become the symbol for an 
exuberant, lovable stereotype of the modern 
Greek. Every tourist in Greece, and Greco-
philes the world over, will have been exposed 
to ‘Zorba’s dance’, the syrtaki, that was 
actually invented for the 1965 film, and the 
accompanying music by Mikis Theodorakis. In 
Crete, where the story of Zorba is set, just 
about every second taverna is named after him. 
All over the globe, how many more Greek 
restaurants, bars, nightclubs, rely on the name 
‘Zorba’ alongside ouzo, retsina, and the blue-
and-white Greek flag, to promote what they 
have to offer?  

In a more sombre way, the fuss that followed the 
release of the Scorcese film, The Last 
Temptation of Christ, particularly in the US, in 
1988, turns out, in hindsight, to have been 
one of the first clashes in a battle that may yet 
prove to be the defining conflict of the early 
twenty-first century – between religious 
fundamentalists and secular ‘Western’ 
liberalism. Pressure by religious groups in 
America so intimidated the cinema chains 
that public screenings of the film were 
effectively banned – and that was almost 
twenty years ago.  

Still, if his name is not exactly on 
everybody’s lips, Kazantzakis has not done 
too badly for a writer who has been dead fifty 
years. In the UK, all seven of his novels that 
established his international reputation during 
the last ten years of his life are still in print, 
even if the publishers (Faber) seem neither to 
know nor to care that three of them were 
translated, back in the 1950s, without 
reference to the original Greek, and that the 
English versions contain translation errors 
that would not be acceptable in a translation 
published today.  

After Zorba the Greek and The Last 
Temptation, next best known is Christ 
Recrucified, published in the US as The 
Greek Passion, whence the title of Martinü’s 
opera. In this novel, a group of villagers in 
Anatolia, under Turkish rule, are preparing a 
re-enactment of the Passion when the arrival 
of refugees from a neighbouring village 
destroyed in a massacre raises the stakes to 
such a pitch that all the major figures end up 
playing their biblical roles for real. 



47

Module 1Practice Test 3

C1 LEVEL - English in school

 

 1.1   Read the text and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for items 1-4. 

1. This text  
A. gives tourists to Crete background information. 
B. introduces readers to Zorba the Greek. 
C. makes an appraisal of Kazantzakis’ work. 

2. Another possible title for the text would be 
A. Kazantzakis: fifty years later. 
B. Re-reading Zorba the Greek. 
C. Kazantzakis in the USA. 

3. The text suggests that 
A. cinema has made Kazantzakis’ work better known. 
B. Kazantzakis is more famous than his characters. 
C. Kazantzakis was more famous fifty years ago. 

4. Information such as this might also be found in 
A. a history of Crete. 
B. a travel guide to Crete. 
C. a biography of Kazantzakis. 

 
 

 1.2   Read the text again and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for items 5-10. 

5. The writer suggests that 
A. the opera of Christ Recrucified is more famous than the book. 
B. most people know the opera The Greek Passion because of the book. 
C. the opera of Christ Recrucified has been made into a film. 

6. According to the writer, the film of Zorba the Greek 
A. made traditional Greek dances famous. 
B. made Greek cuisine famous all over the world. 
C. led to the promotion of aspects of Greek culture. 

7. The themes of the film The Last Temptation of Christ 
A. are still being discussed today. 
B. are rarely inspiring nowadays. 
C. led to fights in the streets. 

8. How did religious groups in the USA influence the reaction to The Last Temptation of Christ? 
A. They made people want to go and see the film. 
B. They put people off going to see the film. 
C. They discouraged cinemas from showing the film. 

9. Why is the author unhappy about Kazantzakis’ books in English? 
A. They are different from the Greek originals. 
B. The publishers do not promote them. 
C. They contain English language mistakes. 

10.The villagers in The Greek Passion end up 
A. reliving the Biblical story in actuality. 
B. performing a play for the refugees. 
C. putting on a play against Turkish rule. 



48

Module 1Practice Test 3

C1 LEVEL - English in school

 

ACTIVITY 2 
 2.1   Read the information in the tourist brochure and match the meaning of each underlined word 

(11-17) with options A-H below. There is one option you do not need. 

A. picturesque B. breathtaking C. rough D. serene 

E. dense F. well-preserved G. exceptional H. very expensive 
 

 
 
 

 2.2   Statements 18-20 come from the links on the right side of the webpage for N. Ireland (options A-F). 
Match each statement with the right option. There are three options you do not need.  

18. There is really only one spirit of Ireland:  Whiskey. Here you will find the original taste of true 
Irish whiskey. 

 

19. Finn McCool is a semi-fictional character. In fact, there are two Finn McCools –the one who 
built the Giant’s Causeway and the one who was leader of a mythical band of warriors. 

 

20. The links between Antrim Coast and North America have been important since the 18th 
century when wholesale emigration to the New World began. 

 

 

The Antrim Coast, Northern Ireland 
Some of the world’s most spectacular and (11) unspoilt 
scenery is to be found in the county of Antrim. From the 
(12) rugged cliffs of the coast to the magical beauty of the 
valleys, here is the best of what Northern Ireland has to 
offer. There’s nothing else quite like it! 

Coastal Highlights 
Much of the Antrim Coast is an area of (13) outstanding natural beauty. A 
beautiful seascape, huge cliffs, white sandy beaches, (14) tranquil valleys 
and (15) lush forest parks all unfold as you make your way northwards on 
the Antrim Coast Road. From Larne to Bally castle, this is one of the most 
(16) scenic routes in Europe. 

You’ll be constantly delighted as you travel round each bend in the road 
and pretty fishing villages or (17) dramatic headlands come into view. 

A. Accommodation 

B. Legends 

C. History 

D. The Villages 

E. Forest and Valley 

F. Flavour of Ireland 
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ACTIVITY 3 
Read the following extracts (21-27) and decide in which publication they might appear. Use each of 
the options below (A-H) only once. There is one option you do not need. 

A. A book of quotations B. Small ads section of a newspaper 
C. A horoscope D. An autobiography 
E. An official United Nations document F. A manual for electrical equipment 
G. An encyclopaedia H. Stage directions 

 

21. At the beginning of the 19th century, the Balkan peninsula was ruled entirely from 
Constantinople, the centre of a multi-racial empire. 

 

22. ‘There is a continuous cold war between me and my clothes’. Malcolm Lowry.  

23. Article 5. No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment.  

24. The wall, right, is almost entirely taken up by a pair of doors which open into another room. 
Upstage, left, a small door leads to a bedchamber. 

 

25. 

Short term Volunteer 
Work overseas on development projects 
India, Nepal, Sri Lanka 
See www.HelpCamps or call Mario on 0210 8291 6181 

 

26. Warning This appliance must be earthed.  

27. With the Moon in the relationship sign of Libra, romance can flourish on Friday and Saturday. A 
spirit of adventure grows as loving Venus enters excitable Aries on April 5th.  

 

 

ACTIVITY 4 

Choose the option (A-H) that best accompanies each of the words in bold (28-34) in the text. There is 
one option you do not need. 

A. death B. secret C. elusive D. plain 

E. latest F. recently G. vivid H. valuable 
 

New Books 

Restless  
by William Boyd 

Boyd’s (28) ______ novel begins 
when Sally, a (29) ______ widowed 
house-wife, hands her memoirs to her 
daughter. They describe Sally’s true 
history as a Russian emigré in Paris 
and her (30) ______ career as a spy. 
Boyd paints a (31) ______ picture 

of the spy world during the Second World War. He 
focuses on the details of everyday gestures but this 
gripping thriller becomes a subtle study of identity. 

Fatal Purity  
by Ruth Scar 

Robespierre was just a (32) ______ lawyer 
from the provinces, strongly opposed to the 
(33) ______ penalty and yet somehow he 
became one of the bloodiest figures of the 
French Revolution.  

Ruth Scarr makes a persuasive attempt at revising his 
reputation, but this task is not always easy given 
Robespierre’s (34) ______ personality and his lack of 
personal attachments, but nevertheless this is an 
absorbing account of the Reign of Terror. 
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ACTIVITY 5 
 5.1   Read the opening part of a review of Oliver Stone’s film, Alexander, and choose the best answer 

(A, B, or C) for items 35-38. 

35. This text suggests that the reviewer will focus on 
A. the development of the plot. 
B. the importance of the main character. 
C. the part played by Anthony Hopkins. 

36. The tone of this text is, on the whole, 
A. positive. 
B. neutral. 
C. negative. 

37. According to the film reviewer, the technique of narration should have been 
A. used only for battle scenes. 
B. avoided altogether. 
C. used less frequently. 

38. Farrell’s interpretation of Alexander is 
A. complex. 
B. inconsistent. 
C. exciting. 

 

Oliver Stone’s Alexander 
Alexander invites easy criticism about hair dye and accents (Angelina Jolie 
as Alexander’s mother, Olympias, sounded Russian to me) but its 

storytelling problems are much more serious. The story is 
narrated in flashback by Ptolemy (Anthony Hopkins) and his 
memories, except for two scenes at the beginning and the 
end, monopolise the narrative. When, for example, there are 
plots against Alexander they aren’t really dramatised. For 
example, instead of our seeing conspirators whispering in 
corners, Hopkins’ voice simply states that it was so. As a 
result, there is none of the intrigue that is fundamental to 
many classical epics, notably the BBC’s 1976 series I Claudius 
(which is indirectly referred in the casting of Brian Blessed in 
a cameo role). There’s no dramatic depth in Alexander, no 
subplots to give depth to the account of Alexander the 
Great’s creation of a vast empire. Inevitably, then, much 
depends on Colin Farrell in the lead role. But Farrell’s 
performance is very erratic, veering between exaggerated 
expressions of emotion (various howls and screeches of rage, 
grief or lust) and soft-spoken thoughtfulness, as when he rallies 

his troops before the decisive battle of Gaugamela at which his Macedonian 
soldiers defeat Persia’s massed armies. 
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 5.2   Read the rest of the text, and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for items 39-44 below. 

 
 
It’s hard not to compare Farrell unfavourably to actors from a previous 
generation of comparable roles – Kirk Douglas in Spartacus (1960), for 
instance, or Charlton Heston in El Cid (1961) – but, to be fair, Stone’s 

Alexander is as much an intellectual as a warrior, a 
compassionate proto-democrat who criticises his 
commanders for their contempt for ‘a world older than 
ours’. This is a post-millennial idea of masculinity: 
Alexander seems to be an anti-macho, existentialist epic, 
an epic which undermines its own premises of heroism. 

There are only two major battles in the film. The 
first is Gaugamela: panoramic shots of the digitally 
enhanced opposing armies moving across the desert 
field alternate with tightly framed shots of furious 
violence. The second takes place in an Indian jungle as 
Alexander’s troops are defeated by a force headed by 
armoured elephants: slow motion, red filters and one 

strange pictorial shot of Alexander rearing Napoleonically on his horse in 
front of an elephant all feature. Overall the sense is of a muddled style, but 
there’s real cinematic intelligence at work here which is underlined by one 
sequence (the murder of Alexander’s father Philip II, played gruffly by Val 
Kilmer). 

 The battles, however, are outnumbered by scenes of feasting. These 
scenes emphasise, at the risk of kitsch, exotic locations clothing and decor. 
If the battles are influenced by Peter Jackson’s Lord of the Rings films, the 
party scenes resemble Fellini’s films. Alexander is often unintentionally 
hilarious and it fails as narrative entertainment but it’s an interesting 
failure. 

 
 

39. Farrell’s Alexander 
A. is not as good as previous heroes. B. is difficult to compare with 

previous heroes. 
C. is similar to previous heroes. 

40. How does the film present the idea of the heroic? 
A. It is a traditional epic view. B. It is a typical masculine view. C. It is a novel, modern view. 

41. The battle scenes in the film are 
A. very few. B. simplistic. C. unnecessary. 

42. How does the reviewer feel about the scene of Philips’s murder? 
A. It shows that Stone is a good 

director. 
B. It is copied from an older film. C. The director gives it special 

emphasis. 

43. The feasting scenes are 
A. better than the battle scenes. B. very amusing. C. set in unusual places. 

44. Which statement reflects best the reviewer’s final judgement on the film? 
A. It fails to capture our interest. B. It is worth seeing, in spite of 

its faults. 
C. It is good light entertainment. 
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 5.3   Decide which of the options (A, B, or C) best explains the meaning of the underlined word or 
expression in items 45-50 below. 

45. Alexander’s father, Philip II, is played gruffly by Val Kilmer. 
A.  brusquely B.  nicely C.  softly 

46. There are plots against Alexander. 
A.  conspiracies B.  stories C.  rumours 

47. ... I Claudius, which is indirectly referred to in the casting of Brian Blessed. 
A.  echoed B.  briefly mentioned C.  clearly imitated 

48. The first is Gaugamela: panoramic shots of the digitally enhanced opposing armies. 
A.  produced B.  filmed C.  made better 

49. One strange pictorial shot of Alexander. 
A.  episode B.  attack C.  image 

50. Alexander is often unintentionally hilarious. 
A.  witty B.  very funny C.  bizzare 

 

 

 5.4   Fill the gaps in Column B with a word or words which have a similar meaning to the words 
with a strikethrough in statements 51-55 in Column A, as in the example. 

 

COLUMN A COLUMN B 

00. There is none of the intrigue that is 
fundamental to many classical epics. 

It has none of the intrigue that is fundamental to 
many classical epics. 

51. Its storytelling problems are much more 
serious. 

_____ _____ much more serious problems with 
the storytelling. 

52. It’s hard not to compare Farrell 
unfavourably to earlier actors. 

One can’t _____ comparing Farrell unfavourably 
to earlier actors. 

53. The battles, however, are outnumbered by 
scenes of feasting. 

There are, however, _____ _____ of feasting 
than scenes of battle. 

54. Overall, the sense is of a muddled style. On _____ _____, the sense is of a muddled style. 

55. The story is narrated in flashback, except for 
two scenes at the beginning and the end. 

_____ _____ two scenes at the beginning and 
the end of the film, the story is narrated in 
flashback. 
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ACTIVITY 6 

TURNING HEADLINES INTO COMPLETE REPORTED NEWS  
Fill in the gaps in Column B statements with the appropriate words, replacing the underlined word(s) 
of the headlines (items 55-60) in Column A, as in the example. 

 

Column A: Column B: 

News Headline Reported News 

0. DEAL AGREED ON EU CHARTER EU leaders have reached an agreement on a new 
European constitution in Brussels yesterday. 

56. BRITAIN ACCUSED OF MAKING SECRET PAYMENTS 
TO SAUDI ROYAL 

The British government faces _____ of secretly 
paying 1 billion pounds to Prince Bandar of Saudi 
Arabia. 

57. UNDERWORLD GANGS ACCUSED OF FIXING 
RESULTS IN RIO 

The police _____ _____ underworld gangs for 
fixing the results of the Rio de Janeiro’s Carnival 
parade. 

58. CHENEY ADVISOR GIVEN TWO-YEAR JAIL 
SENTENCE FOR PERJURY 

Lewis Libby, who was national security advisor 
to Vice-President Cheney, was _____ to two 
years in jail for perjury. 

59. GREECE TO TAKE PART IN GAS PIPELINE PROJECT 
Greece has just signed an agreement and is 
supposed to _____ in the construction of a 
natural gas pipeline linking Russia with 
‘customers’ in Europe. 

60. POLICE ARREST TWO MEN FOR POSSESSING 
DOZENS OF ANTIQUITIES 

Two men _____ _____ by police yesterday for 
possessing dozens of antiquities. 

 
 



54

Module 2Practice Test 3

C1 LEVEL - English in school

ACTIVITY 1 
Based on the information from the website below, write a letter (180-200 words) to your favourite               
12-year-old nephew Ronnie, explaining why downloading copyrighted music is unethical and trying to 
convince him that he should stop doing it.   

Why is downloading music without paying for it an illegal act? 

Music United for Strong Internet Copyright, a network of songwriters, musicians 
and performers dedicated to preventing the illegal reproduction of music, suggests 
discussing with your child the following reasons why he or she should not 
download free music: 

Stealing music is against the law 
Stealing music betrays the songwriters and recording artists who create it  
Stealing music stifles the careers of new artists and up-and-coming bands  
Stealing music threatens the livelihood of the thousands of working people 
employed in the music industry  

What can I do to ensure that my child doesn’t break the law? 

Help your child stop breaking the law by illegally downloading music. Help him or 
her resist the urge to steal by following the strategies cited by the Smithsonian 
Children's Medical Centre: 

Teach your child about ownership at a young age 
Inform him or her about how s/he can have what s/he wants without stealing 
Be a good role model 
Develop an open relationship with your child 
Recognize honest behaviour 
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ACTIVITY 2 
Imagine you are Alex Eleftheriou, studying in the UK. Your university newspaper includes a section entitled WHAT 
WE CAN DO TO SAVE THE PLANET. Students often send letters to appear here, with suggestions about what can 
be done for the planet. Write a letter to the newspaper editor (200 words, in addition to the opening below) with 
suggestions using information from the Greek article below. 

 
 

108 John’s Park 
Blackheath 

London SE3 7PJ 
Mr Jan Jaworksy 
Editor of University College News 
45 Gower Street 
London WCIE 6BT 

8 May 2008 
 

Dear Editor, 

I saw your announcement asking us to contribute to the next issue of UCN and I thought that I should give 
it a try, especially since I read an interesting article in a Greek magazine yesterday and it started me 
thinking. So here are my suggestions about WHAT WE CAN DO TO SAVE THE PLANET. I hope that some 
people will agree with me and that all of us WILL do something, rather than just talk about what to do! 

 
 
 

ΤΙ ΚΑΝΟΥΝ ΚΑΙ ΤΙ ΚΑΝΟΥΜΕ; 
Υπάξρνπλ εηαηξίεο πνπ δηαηείλνληαη πωο ελδηαθέ-
ξνληαη έληνλα γηα ην πεξηβάιινλ θαη πωο αθν-
ινπζνύλ κηα θηιν-πεξηβαιινληηθή πνιηηηθή. 
Πνιινί όκωο πηζηεύνπλ πωο ην ελδηαθέξνλ ηωλ 
εηαηξηώλ γηα ην πεξηβάιινλ δελ είλαη ηίπνηα 
πεξηζζόηεξν από έλα ηξηθ ηνπ 
κάξθεηηλγθ, έλαο ηξόπνο γηα λα 
θηηάμνπλ ην πξνθίι ηνπο. Φπζηθά, 
ππάξρνπλ εηαηξείεο πνπ είλαη πεξη-
βαιινληηθά ππεύζπλεο θαη άιιεο 
πνπ μέξνπλ πνιύ θαιά όηη νη πω-
ιήζεηο ηνπο εμαξηώληαη από ηνπο 
θαηαλαιωηέο. Όκωο, νη πεξηζζό-
ηεξεο εηαηξίεο ιέλε πνιιά πεξηζ-
ζόηεξα από όζα θάλνπλ θαη ζε 
πνιιέο ρώξεο θαλείο δελ ηηο ειέγ-
ρεη! Γη’ απηό θαη εκείο νη 
θαηαλαιωηέο, θαζώο αλαπηύζζνπκε 
ηελ πεξηβαιινληηθή καο ζπλείδεζε, πξέπεη λα 
απαηηνύκε ηνλ έιεγρν από ηελ πνιηηεία θαη λα 
ζακπνηάξνπκε ηα πξνϊόληα θαη ηηο ππεξεζίεο ηωλ 
εηαηξηώλ πνπ δελ είλαη πεξηβαιινληηθά ππεύζπλεο.  

Ωζηόζν, ην πξόβιεκα ηεο ππνβάζκηζεο ηνπ πε-
ξηβάιινληνο θαη ηνπ πιαλήηε καο  ζίγνπξα  δελ  

 

ιύλεηαη κόλν κε ην ζακπνηάξηζκα πξνϊόληωλ  
ερζξηθώλ πξνο ην πεξηβάιινλ ή ρξεζηκνπνηώληαο 
θηιν-πεξηβαιινληηθά αγαζά, π.ρ. θνξώληαο ξνύρα 
από αλαθπθιωκέλα πιαζηηθά κπνπθάιηα. 
Χξεηάδεηαη επξύηεξε δξάζε. Από ηελ άιιε, 

βέβαηα, δελ κπνξεί θαη δελ είλαη 
δπλαηό θαλείο λα αξρίζεη λα δεη ζαλ 
«άλζξωπνο ηωλ ζπειαίωλ» ελ 
νλόκαηη ηεο θαηαπνιέκεζεο ηνπ 
θαηλνκέλνπ ηνπ ζεξκνθεπίνπ θαη ηεο 
θιηκαηηθήο αιιαγήο.  

Οη πεξηβαιινληνιόγνη πάληωο πξν-
ηείλνπλ όρη λα κελ θαηαλαιώλνπκε, 
αθνύ απηό ζα ήηαλ αδύλαηνλ, αιιά 
λα θαηαλαιώλνπκε θξηηηθά θαη κε 
νηθνινγηθά θξηηήξηα. Να αξρίζνπκε 
λα αλαξωηηόκαζηε αλ πξαγκαηηθά 

ρξεηαδόκαζηε όια απηά πνπ αγνξάδνπκε, λα 
πξνηηκάκε πξνϊόληα κε κεγαιύηεξε δηάξθεηα δωήο, 
πνπ έρνπλ παξαρζεί από αλαθπθιωκέλεο πξώηεο 
ύιεο. Γεληθά, λα επηιέγνπκε πξνϊόληα θηιηθά πξνο 
ην πεξη-βάιινλ θαη λα αληηθαζηζηνύκε ξνύρα θαη 
ζπζθεπέο όρη γηαηί άιιαμαλ ην ζηηι θαη ε κόδα 
αιιά γηαηί πξαγκαηηθά ηα έρνπκε αλάγθε. 
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ACTIVITY 1 
You will hear three extracts from news reports TWICE. After each listening, choose the best answer 
(A, B, or C) for items 1-6.  

Read item 1. Listen and respond.  

1.  This piece of news is mainly about 

A. wet seasons only. 

B. a rainforest. 

C. plants and animals. 
 

Read item 2. Listen again and respond. 
2.  From this piece of news we learn  

A. why some forests are full of tall trees. 

B. why rainforest trees are green in dry seasons. 

C. why trees have no leaves in the winter. 
 

 

Read item 3. Listen and respond. 

3.  This piece of news is mainly about 

A. the history of hurricanes. 

B. hurricane disasters. 

C. the energy of hurricanes. 
 

Read item 4. Listen again and respond. 
4.  This information may help scientists 

A. forecast the appearance of future hurricanes. 

B. predict the movement of a hurricane in action. 

C. minimize the intensity of most hurricanes. 
 

 

Read item 5. Listen and respond.  

5.  This radio show is mainly about 

A. whales and other endangered animals.  

B. the problems whales face in the ocean. 

C. the history of the whale campaign. 
 

Read item 6. Listen again and respond. 
6.  From this piece of news we learn 

A. how recorded whale songs are played. 

B. how whales swim in the ocean. 

C. how lost whales can be redirected into the sea. 
 

  

 
 
 
 

 
A. 

 
 
 
 

 
B. 

 
 
 
 

 
C. 
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ACTIVITY 2 
 2.1   Read items 7-8. Listen and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each of these items.  

7. Looking back on her early years, the speaker realizes that superheroes were always 
A. extremely muscular. 
B. available when needed. 
C. indifferent to human suffering. 

8. The speaker notices that today 
A. humans are still vulnerable. 
B. things have changed a lot. 
C. superheroes are self-centered. 

Listen again and check your answers.  

 

 2.2   Read items 9-10. Listen and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each of these items.  

9. While listening to Ralph Nader, the speaker realized that superheroes today 
A. resemble the superheroes we read about in books. 
B. can transform themselves into anything they want. 
C. are hardworking people who want to make a difference. 

10. The lesson the speaker has learned is that courage is 
A. something we learn from reading history books. 
B. the determination to move on despite difficulties.  
C. a matter of being physically strong. 

Listen again and check your answers.  

 

 2.3   Read items 11-12. Listen and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each of these items.  

11. While listening to a song, the speaker was reminded of Rosa Park’s 
A. presence at a friend’s funeral. 
B. determination to make a change. 
C. incredible charity work for the poor. 

12. The speaker’s main observation about heroes today is that 
A.  they are common, everyday people. 
B. they are made out to be exceptional. 
C. they have extraordinary powers. 

Listen again and check your answers.  



58

Module 3Practice Test 3

C1 LEVEL - English in school

ACTIVITY 3 

 3.1   Read items 13-14. Listen and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each item.   

13. We are listening to two people 
A. having a light conversation. 
B. having a serious discussion. 
C. exchanging important ideas. 

14. The main point of the conversation is about  
A. how long it takes to drive from NY to Boston. 
B. whether it is realistic to drive to Boston every day. 
C. where life is more comfortable – in New York or Boston. 

Listen again and check your answers. 

 

 3.2   Read items 15-20. Listen and choose the best option (A or B) to make each statement true. 

 

We’ve just heard Janis and Roger talking. From the way they talk to each other and what they say, we could 
claim that:  

15.  their relationship is: 
A. a hostile one. B. a friendly one. 

16.  it is possible to make it to NY from Boston in 
A. a little over 4 hours. B. less than 4 hours. 

17. there is more than one  
A. way to get from NY to Boston. B. radar detector on the highway. 

18. Janis seems to be  
A. a risk-taking driver. B. an inexperienced driver. 

19. Roger seems to  
A. disapprove of Janis. B. be impressed by Janis. 

20. Roger and Janis believe that if you’ve got money and know the right people  
A. you can do just about anything. B. you can become very popular. 

 

ACTIVITY 4 
Listen to people reading aloud and say what type of book you believe they’re reading from              
(e.g., a book on engineering, a geography book, etc.). 

21.  

22.  

23.  

24.  

25.  

 Listen again and check your answers. 
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ACTIVITY 1 
Read the text below and do 1.1-1.2. 

 

 

 

Teaching English in Japan 
by Shoichi Yamashita and Akihiko Kano / Yomiuri Shimbun Staff Writers 

 

The Education, Science and Technology 
Ministry unveiled late last month a draft 
version of new teaching guidelines for high 
schools, requiring for the first time that English 
classes, in principle, should be taught in the 
language. With the revised guidelines to be 
implemented in 2013, the proposed policy has 
been causing anxiety for many English 
teachers. Some schools have already been 
trying to teach their English classes in the 
language, with Yamato-Nishi High School in 
Yamato, as one such example.  

When the Ministry inspector visited a 
recent class for second-year students, Ryoji 
Murakoshi, 43, placed photographs of a bat, a 
leech and a mosquito on the blackboard, before 
asking: ‘Which are you the most familiar 
with?’  However, most of his students did not 
respond, apparently because they had not yet 
learned the word ‘familiar’. Recognizing the 
puzzlement on their faces, Murakoshi repeated 
the question, but this time used words the 
students had already learned: ‘Which do you 
know the best?’ The rephrased question 
provided feedback from his students, leaving 
the teacher confident he had been able to help 
them grasp the new term, ‘familiar.’ Murakoshi 
spoke English during almost all of the 90-
minute class, except for when he discussed 
grammatical issues in Japanese.  

The publicly run institution was designated 
by the Japanese ministry as a Super English 
Language High School in 2006. Even before the 
designation, some of its English classes were 
conducted almost entirely in the language, but the 
pilot-school status has driven all of its English 
classes to follow the approach. ‘I felt 
embarrassed when I first took classes taught 
entirely in English, but now I'm used to them,’ a 
second-year student said. For the school's 
teachers, who as students took lessons that 
focused on grammar and direct translations into 
Japanese, it has been a huge challenge to shift 
from the more familiar approach.  

On a different day, Tokyo metropolitan 
Kamata High School was offering an English 
class to some freshmen who found it difficult to 
keep up with their regular classes. The teacher 
was slowly writing on the blackboard sentences 
in English to review what the students were 
expected to have learned in middle school. The 
teacher worked slowly through the teaching 
materials and reviewed language points in an 
attempt to keep his students interested in the 
subject matter. It seems to be quite difficult to 
teach English only in the language in classes like 
this one. Also at issue is whether most high 
school teachers are really capable of adopting the 
approach.  

A ministry official says that 70 percent of 
them can do so because they are professionals in 
English education. However, Prof. Minoru 
Kurata of Poole Gakuin University in Sakai, is 
not so sure. The expert was once invited by a 
prefectural board of education to train local high 
school teachers. ‘Considering the level of English 
they have right now, I don't think we can expect 
them to offer quality classes when they teach 
them in English’, Kurata said. ‘Some of them 
should start from scratch in terms of their 
speaking skills. The question is how?’ 

Saturday News                                                                                                                                                     15 
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 1.1   Read the text about teaching English in Japan and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for items 1-3. 

1. The main purpose of the text is to 
A. criticize teachers. 
B. explain a situation. 
C. present a new programme. 

2.  Another possible title for the text would be: 
A. English classes too tough for teachers. 
B. Teachers rebel against new English policy. 
C. Teaching in English gets good reviews. 

3. The text suggests that the teaching-in-English policy has 
A. provoked differences of opinion. 
B. received seriously negative reactions.   
C. been welcomed by pupils and teachers. 

 

 1.2   Read the text again and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for items 4-10. 

4.  What has the Ministry decided to do with the new proposal? 
A. To postpone it indefinitely. 
B. To change some of it. 
C. To go ahead with it. 

5.  How did the students react when the teacher Murakoshi repeated the question? They 
A. asked for more information. 
B. said they were confused. 
C. showed they had understood. 

6.  Why has the new system been difficult for the teachers in the Super English Language High School? 
A. They are used to different methods. 
B. They don’t understand the method. 
C. Students find the method difficult. 

7. What are we told about the teachers in the Kamata High School? 
A. They are finding it difficult to keep up with their English. 
B. They refuse to put the new methods into practice. 
C. It is doubtful whether they will succeed with the new approach. 

8.  Prof. Minoru Kurata thinks teachers 
A. will teach weak classes with the new method. 
B. will manage the new method successfully. 
C. will need more help with the new method. 

9. What position do the writers of the article take? 
A. They are happy with the new policy. 
B. They express their anger regarding this policy. 
C. They are neutral about the policy. 

10.The next paragraph of this article, which does not appear here might give examples of how to 
A. improve one’s communicative skills in English. 
B. use technology in teaching children. 
C. promote English as an international language. 
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ACTIVITY 2 
 2.1   Read the text below and match the meaning of the underlined words (11-17) with options A-H. 

There is one option you do not need. 

A. to contain B. to threaten C. to look for protection D. to carry out 

E. to announce officially F. to look carefully G. to grow H. to continue to live 
 

Yasuni  K E Y N O T E  
 
Endgame in the Amazon 
 
A remote corner of Amazonian rain-
forest has become a repository of 
environmental expectations, and fears. 
Vanessa Baird explains why the eyes of 
the world need (11) to be trained on it.  
 
Imagine. A vast forest so rich in trees that in 
just one hectare you could find as many species 
as exist in the entire continent of North 
America. A tropical haven, where flora and 
fauna (12) took refuge during the last Ice age 
and which today (13) hosts the world’s 
greatest biodiversity. A place where indigenous 
peoples (14) pursue their traditional cultures 
and ways of life. Where other groups (15) 
remain in voluntary isolation, avoiding all 
contact with the outside world and are 
described as Ecuador’s ‘last free beings’, living 
in ‘societies of abundance’ because they (16) 
produce just enough to satisfy their needs.  

     
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 2.2   Statements 18-20 are from other sections of the same article. Match each statement with one of 
the section headings below (options A-D). There is one option you do not need. 

A. A bit of history B. Oil boom 

C. Protection or violation? D. A breath of fresh air 
 

18. The election of Rafael Correa as Ecuador’s new president has raised great hopes. In some 
respects these hopes have been borne out. 

 

19. In 1541, the Spanish adventurer de Orellana passed through here on his search for El Dorado.  

20. 
The Ecuadorian Government recognised the unique nature of Yasuni and made it the 
country’s only national park. But it also allowed multinational corporations to illegally exploit 
the fragile rainforest region. 

 

 

This is Yasuni, part of the Napo Moist Forest 
region where the Amazon meets the Andes. An area 
that UNESCO has (17) declared a World Biosphere 
Reserve and which is protected by state decree as a 
National Park.  

 
Now imagine oil. Crude oil. The very worst type… 
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ACTIVITY 3 
Read the following texts (21-27) and decide where they might appear. Use the options (A-H) only 
once. There is one option you do not need. 

A. An interview B. Small ad C. An application 
D. An entry in a reference book E. A holiday brochure F. An advice column in a magazine 
G. A horoscope H. A biography 

 

21. 
Short term volunteer 
Work overseas on third world development aid projects 
See: www.Aidcamps.org or call on: 0845 652 5412 

 

22. On his return to India in 1891, Gandhi couldn’t find work, so he emigrated to South 
Africa. There he suffered racial prejudice for the first time. 

 

23. Costa Rica is not just a country: it’s a magical paradise, bright with butterflies, scented 
with coffee and ripe with tropical fruit trees. 

 

24. I am sending you copies of my degrees. I also include two references as requested. I would be happy 
to supply any further information. 

 

25. Acupuncture: the Chinese system of medicine of which acupuncture is a part views health in terms of 
a balance between positive energy and negative energy. 

 

26. That’s a tough question. Let me see. I think, everyone should have a philosophy of living better. I am a 
scholar of life. Every night, you see, before I go to sleep I analyse every detail of what I did that day. 

 

27. When you don’t have a business lunch, maybe you could skip lunch altogether. You could also get 
more work done if you didn’t go out for lunch everyday, as well as shedding the odd kilo. 

 

 
ACTIVITY 4 

Choose the option (A-H) that, in this context, best accompanies each of the words in bold (28-34) in 
the article below. There is one option you will not need to use. 

A. foul B. funny C. sour D. art house 

E. subsequent F. hand-held G. original H. intellectual 
 

 
Vicky Cristina Barcelona (2008) 
 
Rating: 4 Stars (out of 4)  
Pain in Spain 
By Jeffrey M. Anderson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Buy Posters at Moviegoods.com 

 

Starting with Husbands and Wives (his last film with Farrow), 
Allen began experimenting with (28) _______ cameras. He 
tried out new cinematographers, mainly from Europe and Asia, 
whose work he had admired in (29) _______ films. In 
Deconstructing Harry (1997), a modern tragedy, he began 
using a lot of (30) ______ language. From that point on his 
films had an angry, (31) ______ tone. Sometimes it felt as if 
some things were repressed; his usual neurotically               
(32) _______ dialogue, which at least made you smile, began 
to sound stiff and abrasive. Finally, in 2005, he left his beloved 
New York for the England of Match Point, and he left behind 
his (33) ______ heroines for the voluptuous, sensual Scarlett 
Johansson. Critics came to his side for that one, but they soon 
abandoned him again as his (34) ______ work failed to please 
them once more. Now, for the first time, Allen both looks ahead 
and settles down with his new film Vicky Cristina Barcelona. 
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ACTIVITY 5 
 5.1   Read Text 1 and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for items 35-38. 

35. The aim of this text is 
A. to question the authorship of Shakespeare’s plays. 
B. to confirm the authorship of Shakespeare’s plays. 
C. to give a new view about Shakespeare’s plays. 

36. Why do some people question Shakespeare’s authorship of the plays? 
A. He did not know any Latin. 
B. His contemporaries doubted his authorship. 
C. He was not educated enough. 

37. What did Ben Jonson write about Shakespeare? 
A. A poem. 
B. A book. 
C. A play. 

38. Visitors to Stratford in the 17th century 
A. wanted to meet the famous author. 
B. did not doubt that Shakespeare wrote the plays. 
C. had the wrong idea about Shakespeare. 

 
TEXT 1 

 

 
 
 

 
Shakespeare’s Authorship 
There is a great deal of evidence dating back to the sixteenth century which proves 
that the man called Shakespeare did indeed write the plays of William Shakespeare. 
Much of that evidence comes from public sources, such as title pages of plays and 
poems published in his lifetime, and references in works by other writers such as 
Francis Meres, who in 1598 names Shakespeare as the author of twelve plays and 
John Weaver, who wrote a poem addressed to Shakespeare. Additional references 
come from manuscript sources which list court performances of his plays and many 
entries in the Stationers’ Register (a volume where publishers and printers were 
required to register the works they intended to publish); a note about Hamlet by the 

writer Gabriel Harvey and William Drummond’s notes of his private conversations about Shakespeare 
with Ben Jonson. 

More explicit evidence that the Shakespeare who wrote the plays was the same man who lived in 
Stratford-upon-Avon is provided by the monument built in his honour in Holy Trinity Church and by Ben 
Jonson’s verses in which he describes him as the ‘sweet swan of Avon’. 

There is also more indirect evidence, such as the fact that visitors to Stratford during the seventeenth 
century were eager to learn more about the most famous inhabitant of the previous era. On the other 
hand, there is nothing to show that anyone doubted Shakespeare’s authorship until the late eighteenth 
century. Those who express doubts focus on the following proposition: ‘The works are technically too 
sophisticated and reflect the mind of a very learned man; it follows, therefore, that they could not have 
been written by someone who had no university education.‘ 

This scepticism reflects ignorance of the grammar school curriculum of Shakespeare’s time, which 
required pupils to write and speak in Latin and gave them a thorough training in classical literature, 
rhetoric, and oratory that would have been entirely adequate for the composition of works like those of 
Shakespeare and others living in the sixteenth century. 
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 5.2   Now read Text 2 and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for items 39-41. 

39. Why, according to the author, was Francis Bacon not the author of Shakespeare’s plays? 
A. He was a lawyer and a politician. 
B. He was not famous for writing poetry. 
C. He wrote mostly in Latin. 

40. What do believers in Marlowe as the author of Shakespeare’s plays claim? 
A. The plays were written before 1593. 
B. Marlowe and Shakespeare wrote the plays together. 
C. Marlowe wrote under the name of ‘Shakespeare’. 

41. Believers in the Earl of Oxford as the author of Shakespeare’s plays claim that 
A. some of the plays were written after 1604. 
B. all of the plays were written before 1604. 
C. he wrote the plays with unknown authors. 

 
TEXT 2 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Shakespeare’s Authorship 
 
It has been suggested that the following writers are the authors of the plays – rather than 
Shakespeare: Sir Francis Bacon (1561-1626), Christopher Marlowe (1564-1593), and Edward de 
Vere, 17th Earl of Oxford (1550-1604). However, even if there are grounds to doubt Shakespeare's 
authorship, there are many strong arguments against each candidate. More 
 
 
 

Francis Bacon was an industrious statesman and lawyer who wrote many 
works in both Latin and English, all of which display an analytical mentality 
completely different from the more poetic (or imaginative) qualities reflected in 
the works of Shakespeare.  

 
 

Christopher Marlowe's death in 1593 is one of the best documented events in 
English literary history. Those who believe that he wrote Shakespeare's plays 
have to suppose that he did not really die but went into hiding for over a 
quarter of a century, leaving no trace of his own identity but somehow 
supplying to the public theatres a succession of plays which were passed off 
as having been written by Shakespeare.  
  
 

The Earl of Oxford died in 1604; his adherents propose that he left at his death 
a supply of plays which gradually passed down to the theatre company until 
around 1613, when the supply dried up. This inherently absurd idea is 
incompatible with a variety of evidence showing that Shakespeare was writing 
plays after 1604, such as The Tempest which was published in 1610. 
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 5.3   Now search Texts 1 and 2 and decide if statements 42-50 are True (A), False (B) or Not Stated (C). 

STATEMENTS 
A B C 

TRUE FALSE 
NOT 

STATED 

42. Some people say the real author of Shakespeare’s plays must have 
had first-hand knowledge of aristocratic life. 

   

43. There is no written evidence that Shakespeare of Stratford-on-Avon 
was connected with the writing of plays. 

   

44. By 1598, Shakespeare had written at least 12 plays.    
45. Shakespeare was compared to the great figures of classical times.    
46. Jonson seems to have thought negatively of Shakespeare.     
47. The plays show a lot of knowledge of foreign countries.    
48. Texts 1 and 2 argue that Shakespeare is not author of the plays.    
49. There is very little written evidence about Marlowe’s death.    
50. The writer believes The Tempest could not have been written before 1610.    

 

ACTIVITY 6 

Fill in the gaps in items 51-55 with a word or expression which has approximately the same meaning 
as the underlined words in Column A. The first is done for you. 

COLUMN A COLUMN B 

00. 
A mass of evidence from his own time shows that a 
man called William Shakespeare wrote the plays 
and poems of William Shakespeare. 

A great deal of evidence from his own time 
shows that a man called William 
Shakespeare wrote the plays and poems of 
William Shakespeare. 

51. This scepticism reflects ignorance of the grammar 
school curriculum of Shakespeare's time. 

This scepticism reflects a lack _____ _____ 
about the grammar school curriculum of 
Shakespeare's time. 

52. 
However, even if there are grounds to doubt 
Shakespeare's authorship, there are many 
strong arguments against each candidate.  

However, even if there are grounds to doubt 
that Shakespeare _____ the _____, there 
are many strong arguments against each 
candidate. 

53. Francis Bacon was an industrious statesman 
and lawyer. 

Francis Bacon was a statesman and lawyer, 
_____ _____ hard. 

54. 
[Oxford] left at his death a supply of plays which 
gradually passed down to the theatre company until 
around 1613, when the supply dried up. 

[Oxford] left at his death a supply of plays 
which gradually passed down to the theatre 
company. By 1613, the supply _____ _____.  

55. 
This inherently absurd idea is incompatible with a 
variety of evidence showing that Shakespeare was 
writing plays after 1604. 

This inherently absurd idea is incompatible 
with a variety of evidence _____ _____ that 
Shakespeare was writing plays after 1604. 
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ACTIVITY 7 

Solve the quiz. For items 56-60, put the jumbled words in Column B in the correct order, so as to 
complete the utterance in Column A meaningfully, as in the example. 

 Column A: Utterance Column B: Words in jumbled order 

0. 
Advertisement 

Come and follow in the steps of Byron and 
experience the difference. 

 
of - in - steps - the 

56. 

Book Blurb  
Globalization and its discontents is the 
bestselling exposé of the powerful _____ - from 
the man who has seen them at work first hand. 

 

organisations - our - control - lives - that 

57. 
Notice 
I have a young son _____ but no other baggage. 

 

about - leave - to - home 

58. 

A magazine article 

Roger Moore, one of the most famous British 
actors of all times, turns 80 next week. He first 
_____ as the Saint. 

 

to - notice - came - the - public’s 

59. 
Science textbook 

In order to collect solar energy at a useful rate, 
_____ is required. 

 
area - a - large - surface - very 

60. 

A formal letter 
Dear Sir/Madam, 

_____ that waste products have been dumped 
into the River Axios in the vicinity of your factory. 

 
to - attention - has - it - come - our 
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ACTIVITY 1 
Read the following magazine article about how politeness differs from culture to culture. Using ideas from the 
text below, write your OWN article (180-200 words) to appear in the same magazine for all those interested 
in Greek life and culture. Explain some ‘rules’ of politeness following the headings: 

 When you visit someone’s home for the first time 
 Dining etiquette (how to behave during a formal meal) 
 Showing courtesy to others (friends, older people, people in need) 
 Ordering a meal at a restaurant   

 
 

 
Politeness rules 

 
There are a number of things you should know about politeness culture when you visit other 
countries. You do not have to behave like the locals but it is useful to know some of the rules 
of the game. Here are some examples from around the world.  
 

 
Holding the door open 

In the UK, it is very 
common for people to 
hold the door open for 
each other. If you go 
through a door first and 
there’s some-body 
coming behind you, you 

wait for them with the door open and they 
nearly always say ‘thank you’. The 
appropriate response is ‘my pleasure’ or 
‘don’t mention it’.  
 
Shop assistants 
In Canada, shop assistants greet you with 
a smile and ask ‘can I help you?’. When 
customers tell them what they want, shop 
assistants patiently take the time to 
explain what the different models are and 
how much they cost. At the end of the 
transaction the shop assistant says ‘thank 
you’ ‘good day’ etc. 
 
Meeting People 
In S. Africa, when dealing with foreigners, 
most people shake hands while 
maintaining eye contact and smiling. 
Some women do not shake hands and 

merely nod their head, 
so it is best to wait for 
a woman to extend her 
hand. Men may kiss a 
woman they know well 
on the cheek in place of a handshake. 
Greetings are leisurely and include time for 
social discussion and exchanging 
pleasantries. 
 
Dropping things 
In New York, if someone drops a folder full 
of papers in a busy street, passersby will 
stop and help to pick up all the scattered 
documents. The person who stops to help 
is of course thanked and the appropriate 
reply might be ‘no problem’. 
 
Proximity 
In Egypt, space relationships among 
members of the same sex are much closer 
than western Europeans are comfortable 
with. Egyptians tend to stand close to one 
another and moving away may be seen as 
a sign of aloofness. On the other hand, 
men and women stand farther apart from 
each other than is the custom in the United 
States and Europe. 

  

World culture, November 2009 
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ACTIVITY 2 
Read the leaflet below about how to save energy in our everyday life and make your own leaflet in English 
(180-200 words). You should suggest ways we can save energy. 

Begin like this:  

YOU HAVE THE POWER. SAVE IT!  
There are a number of ways in which we waste energy in our everyday lives. Let’s learn how to save it 
instead of wasting it! 

Now, continue writing under the following headings (180-200 words): 

1.  Central heating 
2.  Electrical appliances 
3.  Light bulbs and lighting 
4.  Recycling 
 
 

Εξοικονόμηση ενέργειας 
 

 
Ζεζηαθείηε... οικολογικά 
Ρπζκίζηε ην ζεξκνζηάηε ζε κία ινγηθή ζεξ-
κνθξαζία, θαζώο κία δηαθνξά ελόο κόιηο βαζκνύ 
κπνξεί λα κεηώζεη ην ινγαξηαζκό ζαο κέρξη θαη 
10%. Με ρξεζηκνπνηείηε άζθνπα ηα ειεθηξηθά 
ζεξκαληηθά ζώκαηα πνπ είλαη ηδηαίηεξα 
ελεξγνβόξα. Εμαεξώλεηε θαη κε ζθεπάδεηε ηα 
θαινξηθέξ. Κιείλεηε ηα παηδνύξηα θαη ηηο θνπξηίλεο 
ηα βξάδηα ηνπ ρεηκώλα.  

Μη ζπαηαλάηε ενέπγεια 
Οη ζπζθεπέο «ζε αλακνλή» 
εμαθνινπζνύλ λα θαηαλαιώλνπλ 
ελέξγεηα. Κιείζηε ηηο από ηνλ 
θεληξηθό δηαθόπηε ή βγάιηε ηηο 
από ηελ πξίδα. Τπνινγίδεηαη όηη 

ζηελ Ειιάδα ε δηαξξνή ελέξγεηαο από ηελ θα-
ηάζηαζε αλακνλήο είλαη ππεύζπλε γηα πεξίπνπ 
45.000.000€ ζε θνπζθσκέλνπο ινγαξηαζκνύο θαη 
γηα 600.000 ηόλνπο δηνμείδηνπ ηνπ άλζξαθα ζηελ 
αηκόζθαηξα εηεζίσο. 

Πποζέξηε ηι ζςζκεςέρ αγοπάζεηε 
Πνιιέο ειεθηξηθέο ζπζθεπέο (ςπγεία, πιπληήξηα 
ξνύρσλ θαη πηάησλ, ειεθηξηθέο θνπδίλεο) νθείινπλ 
λα αλαγξάθνπλ ηελ ελεξγεηαθή ηνπο απόδνζε. 
Πξνηηκήζηε ζπζθεπέο πνπ αλήθνπλ ζηελ 
θαηεγνξία Α ή Β. Ελεκεξσζείηε ζρεηηθά κε ηελ 
θαηαλάισζε ηεο ζπζθεπήο πνπ ζθέθηεζηε λα 
αγνξάζεηε. Μήπσο ηειηθά ζαο θνζηίζεη κία 
πεξηνπζία ζε ινγαξηαζκνύο ειεθηξηθνύ; 

Αλλάξηε λάμπερ 
Αληηθαηαζηήζηε ηνπο ζπκβαηηθνύο ιακπηήξεο κε 
ιάκπεο εμνηθνλόκεζεο ελέξγεηαο. Μόλν ην 10% 
ηεο ελέξγεηαο πνπ θαηαλαιώλνπλ νη θνηλέο 
ιάκπεο ρξεζηκνπνηείηαη γηα θσηηζκό. Σν 
ππόινηπν 90% ηεο ελέξγεηαο γίλεηαη ζεξκόηεηα 
θαη ράλεηαη. Οη ζπκπαγείο ιακπηήξεο θζνξηζκνύ 
ρακειήο θαηαλάισζεο ρξεηάδνληαη 4 έσο 5 θνξέο 
ιηγόηεξε ελέξγεηα θαη δηαξθνύλ 8-12              
θνξέο πεξηζζόηεξν. 

Πληπώζηε λιγόηεπο ηλεκηπικό 
Η ηνπνζέηεζε ελόο ειηαθνύ ζεξκνζίθσλα κπνξεί 
λα πεξηθόςεη ην ινγαξηαζκό ηνπ ειεθηξηθνύ 
πεξίπνπ 20-25% θαηά κέζν όξν. 

Δποζιζηείηε ανέξοδα 
Έλαο αλεκηζηήξαο νξνθήο έρεη ρακειό αξρηθό 
θόζηνο ελώ κόιηο πνπ θαηαλαιώλεη ηελ ελέξγεηα 
πνπ ρξεηάδεηαη έλαο θνηλόο ιακπηήξαο. Αεξίζηε ηα 
δσκάηηα ηε λύρηα. Φπηέςηε θπιινβόια δέληξα. 

Ανακςκλώζηε 
Κάζε πξντόλ πνπ αγνξάδνπκε παξάγεηαη κε ηε 
ρξήζε ελέξγεηαο, θάζε κνλάδα ηεο νπνίαο ζηε 
ρώξα καο επηβαξύλεη ηελ αηκόζθαηξα κε έλα θηιό 
δηνμεηδίνπ ηνπ άλζξαθα. Η παξαγσγή πξντόλησλ 
από αλαθπθισκέλν πιηθό απαηηεί ιηγόηεξε 
ελέξγεηα από ηελ παξαγσγή ηνπο από πξώηεο 
ύιεο. ΢πλεπώο, έλα από ηα πνιιαπιά νθέιε ηεο 
αλαθύθισζεο είλαη όηη εμνηθνλνκεί ελέξγεηα. 

 
 25 
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ACTIVITY 1 
Listen to three instances of talk. After each listening, choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for items 1-6.  

Read item 1. Listen and respond.  
1.  The purpose of this recording is 

A. to inform. 

B. to persuade. 

C. to forewarn. 
 

Read item 2. Listen again and respond. 

2.  This recording is mainly about how to 

A. grow all kinds of vegetables and crops. 

B. protect your home against natural disasters. 

C. get compensated for crop losses. 
 

 

Read item 3. Listen and respond.  
3.  This recording is mainly about 

A. the life of a famous singer. 

B. offering one’s services. 

C. helping with chores at home. 
 

Read item 4. Listen again and respond. 

4.  What the speaker is talking about 

A. could benefit the community. 

B. is time consuming. 

C. concerns a few people. 
 

 

Read item 5. Listen and respond.  

5.  This recording is mainly about 

A. human rights. 

B. environmental rights. 

C. workers’ rights. 
 

Read item 6. Listen again and respond. 
6.  The speaker tells listeners that they’re entitled to an environment which is 

A. smoke-free. 

B. harm-free. 

C. comfortable. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
A. 

 
 
 
 

 
B. 

 
 
 
 

 
C. 
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ACTIVITY 2 
 2.1   Read items 7-8. Listen and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each item.  

7.   Christina Economos is a medical  
A. director. 
B. researcher. 
C. inspector. 

8.   The male speaker says that in the U.S. 
A. children are undergoing an identity crisis. 
B. kids today tend to be fatter than in the past. 
C. over 9 million adults are overweight. 

Listen again and check your answers.  

 

 2.2   Read items 9-10. Listen and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each item.  

9.   From the way Christina Economos speaks, we guess she is feeling 
A. desperate. 
B. concerned. 
C. irritated. 

10. Christina Economos states that if we’re not careful 
A. obesity might become a generalized problem. 
B. weight problems will no longer be treatable. 
C. health care costs will be one’s own responsibility. 

Listen again and check your answers.  

 

 2.3   Read items 11-12. Listen and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each item.  

11. According to the speaker, Economos’ work examines whether 
A. cultural factors influence a child’s psychology. 
B. fatness is linked to cultural and environmental factors. 
C. schools have physical education programs. 

12. Christina Economos concludes that how we live our lives 
A.  determines our identity. 
B. has an impact on our weight. 
C. may lead to behavioural problems. 

Listen again and check your answers.  
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ACTIVITY 3 

 3.1   Read items 13-14. Listen and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each of these items.   

13. The people talking are probably 
A. indoors. B. in an open-air cafe. C. at work. 

14. These people seem to have a relationship which is most likely 
A. romantic. B. casual. C. unconventional. 

 

 3.2   Read items 15-16. Listen and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each of these items. 

15. We are listening to three people 
A. sharing experiences. B. exchanging opinions on a topic. C. arguing with each other. 

16.  The topic of the speakers’ conversation is 
A. quitting smoking. B. smoking. C. passive smoking. 

 

 3.3   Read items 17-20. Listen and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each of these items.  

17. All three of them believe that 
A. things will not change. B. smoking is a problem. C. smokers are addicted. 

18.  The female speaker 
A. talks about her feelings. B. dislikes being a passive 

smoker. 
C. tells a true story. 

19.  One of the male speakers is hopeful and the other is 
A. enthusiastic. B. upset. C. pessimistic. 

20.  Jokingly, at the end, the speakers suggest that the solution to the problem is 
A. meeting outdoors. B. respecting everyone’s rights.  C. accepting the truth. 

Listen again to the whole conversation and check all your answers. 

 
ACTIVITY 4 

Read items 21-25. Listen and fill in the gaps. 

Which class is this from?  
21. From a(n) ____________ class.  
22. From a(n) ____________ class. 

23. From a(n) ____________ class. 

24. From a(n) ____________ class. 

25. From a(n) ____________ class. 

Listen again and check your answers. 
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ACTIVITY 1 
Read the text below and do 1.1-1.3.  
 

Dubai: futuristic city 
 

 
Dubai is a distinctive blend of a modern city and 
timeless desert. No country in our times has been 
transformed at such an exhilarating pace. Aeroplanes 
and some of the best super-highways in the world 
have replaced dhows (traditional Arab sailing boats) 
and camel trails as means of transportation. 
Skyscrapers and other mega structures have erased 
the once mud huts and nomad tents. Futuristic 
buildings pepper the skyline and the coastline. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Palm Islands is a complex of three partially 
completed enormous artificial islands resembling 
palm trees that will add some 520 km to Dubai's 
coastline. One of the most important building sites in 
the world, the Palm Islands project is so mind-
boggling in its scope that it can only be described as a 
legend in the making. It is a fantastic conception - the 
palm tree-shaped islands will rise from the sea as if 
by magic to change forever Dubai's skyline. 
Selfdeclared the 'eighth wonder of the world', it is, 
besides the Great Wall of China, the only artificial 
structure that can be seen from outer space. 

Keeping pace with these gigantic creations are 'The 
World's Islands', a series of 300 artificial islands, 
covering an area 7 by 9 km and positioned 
strategically to form the globe’s continents. Each 
island will vary in size and shape and have a different 
owner who may wish to develop it for private 
dwellings or as a business investment. 

  

 
 
Even more intriguing and seemingly out of a fantasy 
world, Ski Dubai Snow Park is the first authentic 
snow playground in the Middle East. An indoor 
sports resort, completed in 2006, it offers, besides 
skiing, all types of winter sports. The cornerstone of 
the entertainment complex, 'Mall of the Emirates', 
the most exciting retail and leisure complex in the 
Arab world, is the Snow Park, which will bring the 
snow of the north to the hot desert sands of the 
Middle East.  

Adding more fairytale aura to these 'Believe it or 
Not' projects is a luxury underwater hotel, whose 
building, for now, has been put on hold. It will be 
anchored off shore 20m below the surface and will 
be only accessible by a 520m transparent tunnel via a 
shuttle train; it will be the only underwater luxury 
hotel in the world. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Finally, a Dubai‐ based environmental design 
company has unveiled plans for a carbon‐ neutral 
city, called Ziggurat, which takes the shape of a 
pyramid. The project will be the first completely 
self‐ sustaining city in the world. According to 
engineers working on the project, the 2.3 sq km 
pyramid would be capable of supporting a 
community of one million, while drawing energy 
from the sun, wind, water, steam and other natural 
resources. An integrated 360‐ degree transport 
infrastructure will be developed to connect all points 
of the city, rendering the use of cars redundant. 

 

24 TRAVELMAG 
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 1.1   Read the text and choose the best option (A, B, or C) for items 1-2. 

1. How does the writer present the changes in Dubai? 
A. As exciting innovations. 
B. As having damaged the city. 
C. As a key to modern culture. 

2.  An alternative title for the text might be: 
A. Dubai: fantasyland. 
B. Dubai: land of tradition. 
C. Dubai: land of culture. 

 

 1.2   Read the text again and choose the best option (A, B, or C) for items 3-6. 

3.  The ―Palm Islands‖ project 
A. has just started. 
B. is at the planning stage. 
C. is not finished yet. 

4.  What will the ―World‘s Islands‖ look like? 
A. A big circle. 
B. The planets. 
C. A huge map. 

5.  What is the situation with the underwater hotel project? 
A. It is nearly completed. 
B. It has been cancelled. 
C. It has been postponed. 

6. What‘ll be unique about Ziggurat? 
A. Its rectangular shape. 
B. Its lack of public transport. 
C. Its exclusive use of renewable energy. 

 

 1.3   Read the text again and decide if statements 7-10 are True (A), False (B), or Not Stated (C). 
 

STATEMENTS 
A B C 

TRUE FALSE 
NOT 

STATED 

7. The renovation of Dubai occurred at an amazingly rapid pace.    

8. The ―Palm Islands‖ will be sold to rich celebrities.    

9. Fake snow will be used at the ―Snow Park‖.    

10. Cars will still be needed inside the pyramid but nowhere else.    
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ACTIVITY 2 
 2.1   Read the leaflet below and choose the best option (A, B, or C) for item 11. 

11.  The main aim of the text is to 
A. describe how Erdington University‘s Disability Centre operates. 
B. inform the general public about facilities offered at the University. 
C. promote the Disability Centre to those who might need the services provided. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 2.2   Read the leaflet again and match the meaning that each underlined word has in this text         
(items 12-18) with options A-H. There is one option you do not need. 

A. changes B. problem C. specialist D. success 

E. pertinent F. administrative office G. applications H. proof 

 

ACTIVITY 3 
Read texts 19-23 and decide where they might appear. Use each option (A-F) only once. There is one 
option you do not need. 

A. a guidebook B. a book review C. a letter 
D. a small ad E. a packet of medicine F. a film review 

19. The narrative is not all fun and frolics. There is a tragedy at the heart of the plot that 
gives the prose real gravitas. 

 

20. 
Join a growing industry  
Is it time to rethink your future? Do you want to have a rewarding career as well as the 
potential to earn an excellent income? Then look no further. 

 

21. Olympia is easily accessible and is outside the congestion charge zone. It is served by 
the District Line less than two minutes from the Exhibition Centre. 

 

22. With its anti-oxidant properties it strengthens your body’s internal defence mechanism, the immune system.  

23. I was wondering whether you could send me a complimentary copy of your most recent 
catalogue. 

 

University of Erdington 
 
Do you have a medical (12) condition that might affect your ability to study, 
or your (13) performance in examinations? If your answer to this question 
is ‗yes‘, it is important that you fill in and return this form as soon as 
possible, by post or in person, to the (14) Registry of the University. Please 
provide details about your disability, specific learning difficulty (e.g., 
dyslexia), mental health difficulty or medical condition. You can either send 
(15) evidence (in the form of a letter), a report by a (16) consultant or a 
psychologist with this form or bring it with you to hand in to the Disability 
Centre in person (see boxes at the end of this form). It is in your interests 
to provide (17) relevant information as soon as possible. If you do not do 
so, this may limit what (18) adjustments we are able to make. 
 

Information about your disability: 
Please indicate in the box what 
kind of support you need. 
Name: _____________________ 
Application No.: ______________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you need special examination 
arrangements? Tick the 
appropriate box. 
YES    NO    NOT SURE  
 

___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
__ 
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ACTIVITY 4 

 4.1   Read the text about Dorian Gray below and choose the best option (A, B, or C) for items 24-25. 

24.  The aim of this text is to 
A. criticise the book entitled The Picture of Dorian Gray. 
B. present different views regarding Oscar Wilde‘s writing. 
C. recommend one of Oscar Wilde‘s most famous novels. 

25.  According to the text, The Picture of Dorian Gray 
A. is an example of Wilde‘s amazing writing. 
B. was inspired by Oscar Wilde‘s life. 
C. became a best-seller. 

 

 4.2   Read the text again carefully and choose the option (A-H) that best accompanies each of the 
words in bold (items 26-31). There are two options you do not need. 

A. risky B. summer C. popular D. naive 

E. expensive F. conflicting G. gripping H. close 

 
 

 

  

Oscar Wilde's perfectly charming and witty manner of expression will 
enchant you in more ways than one. He is a master storyteller and drifts 
through the story like a gentle (26) __breeze, through odour-filled roses, 
giving you the feeling that you can literally smell the flower he is 
describing. The Picture of Dorian Gray is a masterpiece. The (27) __plot 
focuses on an extremely handsome but                    (28) __young man, who 
is not aware of the power his beauty brings. Through his (29) __friendship 
with Basil, the artist who is responsible for the exquisite         portrait of 
Dorian, he meets Lord Henry, the fun-loving, wealthy but dangerously 
influential gentleman who takes a liking to Dorian and makes him a sort of 
protégé.  It is Lord Henry that exploits Dorian's innocence and teaches him 
the way of the world and sparks the light of vanity and pride in Dorian. This 
magical story enters into the fragile world of youth and old age, the thirst 
to maintain the former and the fear of the latter, accompanied with (30) 
__emotions of love and hate, joy and shame. This is one book that will 
stand on your shelf with pride, and will become your most (31) __volume 
there. Enjoy the genius of Wilde. 
 

The Picture of Dorian Gray 
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 4.3   Oscar Wilde is famous for his witty sayings. Read five of them after you match items 32-36 with 
one of the available options (A-F). There is one option you do not need. 

 

COLUMN A 

32. The only thing to do with good advice is to pass it on; 

33. The only thing worse than being talked about is 

34. I always like to know everything about my new friends, and 

35. Always forgive your enemies; 

36. There‘s no such thing as a moral or immoral book. Books are 

 

 

ACTIVITY 5 
 5.1   Read the text about Giorgos Seferis below and choose the best option (A, B, or C) for items 37-38. 

37. This text about Seferis is 
A. biased. B. informative. C. persuasive. 

38. This text could also appear in a 
A. law journal. B. history book. C. literary encyclopedia. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COLUMN B 

A. nothing annoys them so much. 

B. it‘s no use to keep it for oneself. 

C. never treat them indiscreetly. 

D. well-written or badly-written. 

E. not being talked about at all. 

F. nothing about my old ones. 

Greek poet, essayist, and diplomat, Giorgos Seferis was born in Asia Minor, near 
Smyrna, an ancient city on the Aegean Sea claiming to be the birthplace of 
Homer. Asia Minor was in fact a major source of inspiration for Seferis during his 
life as a poet.  

His father (a lawyer and a professor of international law at the University 
of Athens) and his mother (the daughter of a prosperous landowner), moved to 
Greece in 1914 with their two sons and their daughter, who also wrote poetry and 
married into politics. Ioanna became the wife of another intellectual, importantly 
involved in politics. The husband of Ioanna and Seferis‘ brother-in-law, 
Constantine Tsatsos, became president of the Hellenic republic in the mid 70s, 
and Ioanna Tsatsou First Lady.  

Seferis himself graduated from the First Classical Gymnasium in Athens, 
in 1917 and when his parents moved once again –to Paris this time– he entered 
University. He became a reluctant student of law at the Sorbonne, where he also 
studied literature and graduated in 1924. During his years in France he wrote 
verse and familiarized himself with contemporary French poetry. 
 

(1900-1971) 
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 5.2   Read the text below, about Seferis „in exile‟, and choose the best option (A, B, or C) for items 39-41. 

39. Why did Seferis feel that he was in exile? 
A. Because his birthplace was 

occupied. 
B. Because he moved from 

one place to another. 
C. Because he entered the 

diplomatic service. 

40. Seferis may have become a diplomat because 
A. he wanted to go to Smyrna. B. it allowed him to travel a lot. C. he loved foreign languages. 

41. Why was Seferis admired by young people? 
A. He had democratic principles. B. He used the language of 

ordinary people. 
C. He was a distinguished 

diplomat. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 5.3   Read the text about Seferis‟ work, and choose the best option (A, B, or C) for items 42-46. 

42. Seferis won an important award for his 
A. poetic forms. B. diplomatic service. C. writing. 

43. What characterized Seferis‘ first published verse? 
A. The impact of French poetry. B. Its complex rhythms. C. Its rhetorical language. 

44. Which of the following influences on Seferis‘ work does the text discuss? 
A. His love life. B. Other poets. C. Political conflicts. 

45. Which statement best describes Seferis‘ Mythistorima? 
A. Great combination of the old and 

the new. 
B. Good example of poetic 

lyricism. 
C. Impressive use of 

traditional poetry. 

46. Seferis was concerned about 
A. the effect that T.S. Eliot had          

on him. 
B. his fragmented poetic images. C. the fate of the postwar 

generation. 

Seferis “in exile” and back home 

When Smyrna was taken by the Turks in the early 1920s, Seferis felt he was in exile and 
this is perhaps one of the reasons that he decided to enter the diplomatic service. In 
1924, he travelled to London to perfect his English and take the exams to enter the 
diplomatic corps. Having succeeded, he served as Vice-consul in London and as Consul 
in Albania in the 1930s.  

When he was in London, he discovered the poetry of T.S. Eliot, whose style 
greatly influenced him. Later, During World War II, Seferis accompanied Greek 
government officials into exile, living in Crete, Egypt, South Africa, and Italy. After the war, 
he served as the Greek ambassador in London from 1957 to 1962. ‗Wherever I travel, 
Greece wounds me,‘ he once said. During the Cyprus crisis in the 1950s, he contributed 
to the negotiations that resulted in the London Agreement (1959), making Cyprus 
independent of British rule. In 1962 he retired from governmental service and settled in 
Athens. In 1969 he declared his opposition to the military junta, becoming popular with 
the younger generation in Greece. When he died, on September 20, 1971, thousands of 
young people escorted his coffin to honour him as a spokesman for freedom. 
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 5.4   Decide which of the option (A, B, or C) best explains the meaning of the underlined word or 
expression in items 47-50 below. 

47. He also bridged a gap between traditional and modern expression. 
A. brought closer B. got rid of C. went back to 

48. The language spoken by literate Greeks. 
A. poetic B. educated C. creative 

49. Travellers who are at once present-day exiles and ancient Homeric figures. 
A. apparently B. in fact C. both 

50. He contributed to the negotiations that resulted in the London Agreement. 
A. ended with B. caused C. made up 

 

 5.5   Fill in the gaps in items 51-55 with ONE word which has approximately the same meaning as the 
words with a strikethrough in Column A. 

COLUMN A COLUMN B 

51. Greek poet, essayist, and diplomat who 
won the Nobel Prize. 

Greek poet, essayist, and diplomat who was 
__________ the Nobel Prize. 

52. Recurrent themes in his poetry are exile 
and nostalgia. 

Themes that come up again and __________ in his 
poetry are exile and nostalgia. 

53. The family moved in 1914 to Athens, where 
he graduated. 

The family moved in 1914 to Athens, where he 
completed his __________. 

54. He familiarized himself with contemporary 
French poetry. 

He got to __________ more about contemporary 
French poetry. 

55. Seferis rejected his previous dominating 
rhetorical tone. 

Seferis __________ his back on his previous 
dominating rhetorical tone. 

Seferis‟ work 

Greek poet, essayist, and diplomat Giorgos Seferis won the Nobel Prize for Literature in 
1963. He is considered to be the most distinguished Greek poet of the pre-war 
generation. His work combines the language of everyday speech with traditional poetic 
forms and rhythms. As a poet, he debuted with Strofi (1931) which appeared in a private 
edition. His poetry used sophisticated rhymes and imagery. In both his first and his 
second collection, I Sterna (1932), his deep acquaintance with French symbolism was 
very apparent. In his later collections, however, Seferis left lyricism behind and 
assimilated what he had learned from Cavafy, Eliot, and Ezra Pound. In Mythistorima 
(1935), he achieved a style that influenced greatly the development of Greek verse, but 
he also bridged a gap between traditional and modern expression. Seferis used the 
vernacular, the language spoken by intellectual Greeks, and combined his own 
experiences with history. Most of the characters were taken from Homer's Odyssey, but 
Seferis used other myths, such as those of the Argonauts, the Oresteia and Prometheus. 
Mythistorima's twenty-four sections are narrated by travellers who are at once present-
day exiles and ancient Homeric figures.  

Seferis was to Greece what Eliot was to English-speaking lands—a poetic 
spokesman for the displaced, the lost, the fragmented lives of that generation for whom 
World War I was the rite of passage into the modern world.‖ 
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ACTIVITY 6 

Put the jumbled words in COLUMN B in the correct order to complete items 56-60, as in the example. 

 

COLUMN A COLUMN B 

0. 

From a novel 
Some hours before dawn Henry Perowne, a 
neurosurgeon, wakes to find himself already in motion, 
pushing back the covers from a sitting position, and then 
rising to his feet. 

to - his - and - rising - feet - then 

56. 
From a book review 
‗Dazzling! A brilliant novel, profound and urgent. 
____________. 

down - couldn‘t - put - it - I 

57. 

From an application letter 
I am interested in working with this company as I believe 
that there is a growing interest in health products. I 
enclose copies of my qualifications and a curriculum 
vitae, ____________. 

as - reference - well - as - a - personal 

58. 

From a letter of recommendation 
To whom it may concern 

The purpose of this letter is to recommend Christine 
Taylor for the post of Office Manager ____________. 

a - or - similar- in - position - management 

59. 

From a legal contract 
Refunds. No refunds are given for any unused pre-paid 
services included in the tour package of ―Happy Holidays 
Charters‖. Charges included for services provided by our 
company are _________. 

subject - refund - not - to 

60. 
From a public notice 

Any trespassing including the driving of unauthorized 
vehicles on this property ____________. 

by - forbidden - is - strictly - law 
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ACTIVITY 1 
Students of a secondary school in Geneva have designed a blog and want both teachers and students to 
participate in their discussions. This week‟s topic is „What makes a good teacher‟ and a teacher has already 
responded, as you can see below. You are Alex, a student from Greece. Write to express disagreement with 
what the blogger says in his/her text (180-200 words) and to explain why you believe that a teacher should:  

 Have a sense of humour  Be able to explain things well  
 Be kind and patient  Have a sound knowledge of his/her subject  
 Be easy going  Encourage student autonomy 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

In my opinion, we can become better teachers if we feel 
comfortable about the day-to-day running of the classroom, in 
other words, if we become competent and confident 
classroom managers. If classroom management becomes a 
routine skill, it can free us to do the more important work of 
teaching our subject. 

This skill can only be acquired through long experience, but 
there are also important qualities that can help us move faster 
to this direction. We should be able to make quick decisions on 
the one hand, but also be firm and consistent on the other. We 
should be able to maintain our position as the source of 
knowledge in the classroom and to build up a serious and strict 
profile, allowing us to keep some distance from the students. 

I think that inexperienced and less competent teachers worry 
too much about managing a class or creating a friendly 
atmosphere to give their full attention to the actual subject 
matter, which is our most important task. By focusing on the 
most important qualities needed for efficient classroom 
management, they can become better teachers. 

  

What makes a good teacher? Tell us what you think! 
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ACTIVITY 2 
Imagine that you work for the Greek Tourist Organization. Your department has received a request from the 
tourist organization of another country for information about the very successful „Blue Flag‟ programme. You 
have been asked to write a report (180-200 words) explaining how Greece has managed to achieve Blue 
Flag status for many of its beaches. Use information from the website below to write your report.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

This is still the 
case though there 
is a very large 
Hispanic 
population in the 
USA today. 

Many whites are 
still quite 
prejudiced 
against blacks, 
who are still 
discriminated 
against. 

It is today 
politically 
incorrect to call 
blacks „Colored  
People‟. They 
are referred to 
as 
African-
Americans.   

Η "Γαιάδηα ΢εκαία", ζύκβνιν πνηόηεηαο ζε πεξίπνπ 40 ρώξεο 
ζήκεξα απνλέκεηαη κε απζηεξά θξηηήξηα ζε νξγαλωκέλεο αθηέο θαη 
καξίλεο πνπ δηαρεηξίδνληαη παξάθηηνη Δήκνη, μελνδόρνη θαη άιινη 
θνξείο. Τν 2008 ε Ειιάδα έρεη 430 βραβεσκέλες αθηές θαη 8 καρίλες 
πνπ θέξδηζαλ ηε “Γαιάδηα Σεκαία”. 

ΚΡΘΣΗΡΘΑ ΓΘΑ ΣΗΝ ΑΠΟΝΟΜΗ ΣΗ΢ “ΓΑΛΑΖΘΑ΢ ΢ΗΜΑΘΑ΢” 

Περηβαιιοληηθή εθπαίδεσζε θαη πιεροθόρεζε 
 Πιεξνθνξίεο γηα ην παξάθηην νηθνζύζηεκα θαη ην επαίζζεην θπζηθό 

πεξηβάιινλ ζηνλ παξάθηην ρώξν.  
 Πιεξνθνξίεο γηα ην Δηεζλέο Πξόγξακκα «Γαιάδηεο Σεκαίεο» ζηνλ 

Πίλαθα Αλαθνηλώζεωλ ηεο αθηήο.  
 Έληππεο πιεξνθνξίεο θαη αλαξηεκέλεο νδεγίεο ζπκπεξηθνξάο γηα 

ηελ αθηή.  
 Δξαζηεξηόηεηεο πνπ λα πξνβάινπλ ελεξγά ηε πξνζηαζία ηνπ 

θπζηθνύ πεξηβάιινληνο ηεο αθηήο. 

Ποηόηεηα λερώλ θοιύκβεζες 
 Πνηόηεηα ηωλ λεξώλ θνιύκβεζεο, πνπ λα επηβεβαηώλεηαη κε 

δεηγκαηνιεπηηθέο κεηξήζεηο  

Περηβαιιοληηθή Δηατείρηζε 
 Πεξηνδηθόο θαζαξηζκόο αθηήο από ζθνππίδηα, απνηζίγαξα, θιπ.  
 Επαξθείο θάδνη απνξξηκκάηωλ πνπ λα αδεηάδνληαη ζπρλά   
 Δηεπθνιύλζεηο γηα αλαθπθιώζηκα πιηθά  
 Επαξθείο εγθαηαζηάζεηο πγηεηλήο κε ειεγρόκελν ζύζηεκα 

απνρέηεπζεο  
 Απαγόξεπζε ηεο νδήγεζεο νρεκάηωλ θαη κνηνπνδειάηωλ ζηελ αθηή  

Αζθάιεηα, λασαγοζωζηηθά, πρώηες βοήζεηες, σπερεζίες θαη 
εγθαηαζηάζεης 
 Εθπαηδεπκέλνη λαπαγνζώζηεο, ζωζηηθά εθόδηα θαη πξώηεο βνήζεηεο  
 Σρέδηα γηα ηελ αληηκεηώπηζε θάπνηνπ αηπρήκαηνο ξύπαλζεο, κε 

άκεζε ελεκέξωζε ηνπ θνηλνύ  
 Αζθαιήο δίνδνο ζηελ αθηή θαη θξνληίδα γηα άηνκα κε εηδηθέο αλάγθεο 
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ACTIVITY 1 
Listen to three instances of talk. After each listening, choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for items 1-6.  

Read item 1. Listen and respond.  
1.  The purpose of this recording is 

A. to promote something. 

B. to argue against something. 

C. to give advice to someone. 
 

Read item 2. Listen again and respond. 

2.  This recording is mainly about 

A. travelling to Ecuador. 

B. helping people in need. 

C. assisting students with school work. 
 

 

Read item 3. Listen and respond.  
3.  The purpose of this recording is 

A. to publicise. 

B. to make a request. 

C. to criticise. 
 

Read item 4. Listen again and respond. 

4.  The courses offered are designed specifically 

A. for college students. 

B. for children with learning difficulties. 

C. for people with sight-related problems. 
 

 

Read item 5. Listen and respond.  

5.  This is a 

A. radio advertisement. 

B. radio show. 

C. radio quiz. 
 

Read item 6. Listen again and respond. 
6.  This recording is mainly about 

A. giving up destructive habits. 

B. seeking help from others. 

C. dealing with drinking problems. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
A. 

 
 
 
 

 
B. 

 
 
 
 

 
C. 
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ACTIVITY 2 
 2.1   Read items 7-8. Listen and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each of these items.  

7. The speaker is surprised by her classmate’s  
A. intelligence. 
B. indifference. 
C. empathetic attitude. 

8. What the speaker says about her classmate 
A. has very little to do with reality today. 
B. describes a very small group of people. 
C. appears to be a widespread phenomenon. 

Listen again and check your answers.  

 

 2.2   Read items 9-10. Listen and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each of these items.  

9. The speaker notices that people today 
A. have more than enough. 
B. work very hard. 
C. are very careless. 

10. The reason we refuse to listen to scientists’ warnings is because 
A. we are very vindictive. 
B. we tend to do the minimum possible. 
C. we are very self-centred. 

Listen again and check your answers.  

 

 2.3   Read items 11-12. Listen and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each of these items.  

11. The speaker believes that we can no longer 
A. control the problem. 
B. neglect the problem. 
C. understand the problem. 

12. The speaker mentions that the problem 
A.  can still be solved despite all odds. 
B. will get worse in the next decade. 
C. does not concern anyone anymore. 

Listen again and check your answers.  
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ACTIVITY 3 

 3.1   Read items 13-15. Listen and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each of these items.   

13. We are listening to two people 
A. disagreeing about something. B. discussing a problem. C. debating an issue. 

14. The man we are listening to seems to be the kind of father who’s generally interested in 
A. his daughter being popular. B. disciplining his kids. C. his daughter’s welfare. 

15. The relationship between father and daughter appears to be generally 
A. positive. B. problematic. C. distant. 

 

 3.2   Read items 16-20. Listen again and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each of these items. 

16.  The daughter, Rosie  
 A. is in college.  B. goes to school. C. works in a jewelry store. 

17.  Rosie claims that in the past she was allowed to pierce 
 A. her nose. B. her bellybutton. C. her tongue. 

18.  The father is now refusing to allow her to pierce 
 A. her tongue. B. her bellybutton. C. her eyebrow. 

19.  To convince her father, Rosie claims that what she wants is  
 A. to be admired. B. to feel good. C. to be trendy. 

20.  In the end, the father 
 A. promises to think about it. B. remains adamant. C. changes his mind. 

 
ACTIVITY 4 

Read items 21-25. Listen to five people talking, and decide what each one is doing                             
(i.e., arguing, congratulating, narrating, etc.). Fill in each gap with ONE appropriate word. 

21. This woman is ____________________ her son. 
22. This man is ____________________ a procedure. 

23. This woman is ____________________ her friend. 

24. This man is ____________________ someone. 

25. This woman is ____________________ her little boy. 

Now listen again and check your answers. 
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ACTIVITY 1 
Read the text below and do 1.1-1.3.  
 
 

 

 

Mavis Cheek in conversation 
 

 
 
 
 
Q   What initially inspired you to become a writer? 
A   Being unqualified to do any other job was a 

great help – or rather spur. If I’d been able to be 
a secretary or a typist, for example, then 
economics might well have overtaken me in the 
years I spent honing my craft and trying to get 
published. Of course the great inspiration was 
having my daughter and wanting to be at home 
with the baby while using my brain. 

Q   What’s been your most exciting book to write to 
date and why? 

A   My latest Amenable Women, from the point of  
view of all  the  research  I had  to  do – which I 
hugely enjoyed, by the way. The most exciting 
book to have published was my first (Pause 
Between Acts, 1988), which had absolutely 
wonderful reviews everywhere (except the New 
York Times – and I didn’t mind that at all – just 
to be in the NYT was thrilling).  It gave me an 
adrenaline rush, when the first of those                     
came out. 

Q  You once said that “any writer with a mortgage 
never gets writer’s block”. Do your views differ 
now you have had 12 commercially successful 
books? If so, why?  

A  I still think that one of the best (and worst) spurs 
to writing and for continuing to write is a 
requirement to earn a living. The road to 
publication is littered with the corpses of would-
be authors who can’t make it to the second or 
third book. I’ve just recently been sent a new 
novel by a really good author who went off the 
boil for years and I am sure it was largely due to 
her having a private income. Believe me, if I 
didn’t have a mortgage, I’d be lying on a Greek 

beach right now, not struggling to make sense 
of yet another text. 

Q   The more successful you become, do you find it 
harder to come up with concepts for a                      
new novel? 

A  It’s harder to believe you are getting better at 
the job, though obviously that’s what I and most 
writers want. Basically, we compete with 
ourselves while trying to continue pleasing our 
audience. Finding novel ways of enticing the 
reader one more time gets harder –at least for 
me. I always have to start with an idea that’s 
popped into my head and which won’t go away. 
Currently I’m bedevilled by thoughts of truth and 
how hard it is to maintain in an ordinary life. 

Q  The online environment makes the re-use of the 
writer’s work far more likely. How worried would 
you be at this time if your work were used on the 
internet without your knowledge or permission? 

A  I think it’s despicable, really, given that most 
authors don’t make a great deal of money and 
their intellectual property is all they have. It’s no 
different from going into a butcher’s and 
stealing a few strings of sausages. It’s theft 
unless you agree to its being used or unless you 
are paid. 

Q   One of your books is now available for 
download. Do you think reading a book online 
will ever replace reading the hardback or 
paperback? 

A   I don’t think I’d ever want to read a whole book 
in e-form. It’s not got that slumpish feeling about 
it when the pillows are soft, the duvet is warm 
and the book is enticing. 

 

Lucey Jarret probed acclaimed novelist Mavis Cheek about her 
writing life and her views on the download generation. 
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 1.1   Read the text and choose the best option (A, B, or C) for items 1-2. 

1. Overall, how does Mavis Cheek present the writing profession? 
A. As exciting and financially rewarding. 
B. As motivating but rather difficult. 
C. As nerve-wracking and unfulfilling. 

2.  What does Mavis imply in the interview? 
A. Her initial success as a writer did not come very easily. 
B. Her income from writing has removed all her money worries. 
C. Her future career as a writer will be as rewarding as it ever was. 

 

 1.2   Read the text again and choose the best option (A, B, or C) for items 3-6. 

3.  What encouraged Mavis Cheek to become a writer? 
A. The expectation of huge financial rewards. 
B. The desire to combine motherhood and a career. 
C. The idea of one day becoming a famous name. 

4.  What comment does Mavis make about her first book Pause Between Acts? 
A. It was the most interesting of her books to research. 
B. The review it got in the New York Times upset her. 
C. She was thrilled by the reception it got from the critics. 

5.  What does Mavis say successful writers usually do? 
A. They struggle to find new ways to allure readers. 
B. They end up reinventing work they have done before. 
C. They produce work that fails to please their audiences. 

6. What does Mavis feel about writers and the internet? 
A. In the future, authors will be able to prevent internet theft. 
B. Internet theft is completely different from other kinds of theft. 
C. It’s alright as long as one is paid for their intellectual property.  

 

 1.3   Read the text again and decide if statements 7-10 are True (A), False (B), or Not Stated (C). 
 

STATEMENTS 
A B C 

TRUE FALSE 
NOT 

STATED 

7. Mavis states that most books are written by authors who have done 
little research. 

   

8. Mavis believes that a private income is an absolute necessity for a 
new writer. 

   

9. Mavis takes an idea seriously and starts thinking that she’ll write a 
book about it when this idea won’t leave her alone... 

   

10. According to Mavis, nothing can replace reading a printed book, in the 
warmth of your comfort. 
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ACTIVITY 2 
 2.1   Read the text below and choose the best option (A, B, or C) for item 11. 

11.  The main aim of this website is 
A. to give some background information about French historical events. 
B. to point out the main buildings of historical interest in the centre of Paris. 
C. to outline a different kind of attraction for tourists in the French capital city. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 2.2   Read the leaflet again and match the meaning that each underlined word has in this text         
(items 12-18) with options A-H. There is one option you do not need. 

A. famous B. warehouse C. overwhelm D. make aware 

E. clarify F. notice G. arrest H. experience again 

 

ACTIVITY 3 
Read texts 19-23 and decide where they might appear. Use each option (A-F) only once. There is one 
option you do not need. 

A. academic paper B. horoscope C. promotion leaflet 
D. newspaper article E. novel F. a book blurb 

19. 
What makes us different: At P.G.O. we are proud of the impeccable quality service we offer even 
in more distant places of the city. Therefore, we provide the opportunity of updating 99.9% of the 
regarding sales of your business avoiding the simultaneous distribution of different corporations… 

 

20. The unexpectedly rapid recovery from a rib injury enabled Armitage to retain his full-back place on 
Saturday. 

 

21. Henerman (1994) has shown that people are more likely to give unbiased responses when 
anonymity is assured. 

 

22. With warmth and wisdom, Noel reveals his fascination and affection for the land of his birth inviting 
readers to join him as he goes. 

 

23. Suddenly, you will find you have a lot of business, financial and legal matters to attend to.  

The French Revolution Walk 
Duration: 2 hours 
The French Revolution Walk will (12) enlighten you to the 
significance of one of the most important events in modern 
history. (13) Relive the troubled times leading up to the 
storming of the Bastille prison, the (14) capture of King 
Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette and the bloody results of the 
guillotine. 
Visit Les Invalides! The French Revolution officially began on 
July 14, 1789. The French army used this building as an 
ammunition (15) storage area in the city. 
Revolutionaries scaled the moat and stole over 30,000 
weapons that were used in the attack on the Bastille prison. 
 

The Da Vinci Code Walk 
Duration: 2 hours 
The Da Vinci Code Walk takes us through 
the pages of Dan Brown’s sweeping novel 
that has (16) engrossed the world with 
intrigue. We will follow the adventure of 
(17) renowned Harvard symbologist 
Robert Langdon as he searches for hidden 
clues that lie throughout Paris. Begin at the 
famous Hotel Ritz where the novel opens. 
Walk through the Jardin des Tuileries and 
enjoy the beautiful gardens as we             
(18) elucidate on a few of the author’s 
liberties taken in the writing of the book. 
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ACTIVITY 4 

 4.1   Read the text below and choose the best option (A, B, or C) for items 24-25. 

24.  The aim of this text is to 
A. highlight the extraordinary ability of Noel Coward as a playwright. 
B. explain the changing history of England in the 20th century. 
C. give some historical context to a play by Noel Coward. 

25.  What do we learn from the text? 
A. How the younger generation looked up to the older generation. 
B. How the first World War affected the lives of the future generation. 
C. How fashion became much less important for the younger generation. 

 

 4.2   Read the text again carefully and choose the option (A-H) that best accompanies each of the 
words in bold (items 26-31). There are two options you do not need. 

A. wild B. mature C. outward D. famous 

E. inner F. irresponsible G. active H. whole 
 

 
 

 

 

When Noel Coward was born at the end of 1899, England was nearing the end 
of the long Victorian era, and was about to enter the (26) ________ 
Edwardian period, also known as ‘golden’ era. The Empire was still expanding, 
and Britain was the workshop – and the envy – of the world. By the time Coward 
began to write The Vortex in 1923, Britain and the world had changed forever. A 

(27) ________ generation had been virtually wiped out in the ‘Great War for Civilisation’, and those 
who did return were scarred for life. 

Those born just too late to have been (28) ________ participants in World War I dealt with the 
collective post-war depression by adopting an attitude of ‘eat, drink and be merry, for tomorrow we die’. 
The rich and leisured classes in particular threw themselves into (29) ________ parties that came to 
be known as the ‘Roaring Twenties.’ 

For the first time, the younger generation felt that they had a centre stage 
position, and they revelled in the fact that the older generation looked on with 
disapproval and shock at what it considered their (30) ________ behaviour. 
Fashion was the (31) ________ expression of this liberation and rebellion. 
People were always on the lookout for novelty and sensation and there were a 
number of crazes, including, after the opening of Tutankhamen’s tomb by Lord 
Caernarvon in 1923, anything and everything Egyptian. 

 

 

 

Into the  Vortex 
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ACTIVITY 5 
Match items 32-36 with one of the available options (A-F). There is one option you do not need. 

 

COLUMN A 

32. The only thing that really saddens me is that I 
won’t be around when they find the cure. 

33. It isn’t difficult to be witty or amusing when you’re 
among friends. 

34. I believe we’d all behave quite differently if we 
lived in a warm, sunny climate all the time. 

35. People are quite mistaken when they say that 
opera isn’t what it used to be. 

36. It’s wrong to think that people never change. 

 

ACTIVITY 6 
 6.1   Read Text 1 and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for items 37-41. 

TEXT 1 
 

TRAVELNEWS                                                                                                                                                  14 
 

Gone down river 
 

Deep in the Malaysian jungle there is a wild place called Taman Negara -accessible only by 
boat. It’s home to tigers, clouded leopards, black panthers, cobras and men with blow 
pipes and poison darts. Rod Liddle decided to give it a try. 
 

I’d wanted to cover this region for a long time. 
This is a land of superlatives and statistical 
extremes. It is the largest national park in 
Southeast Asia in the middle of West Malaysia 
– a country that contains a stunning profusion 
of wildlife. 

 

The park was created in 1939 by the British 
King George V; and yet it is virtually unknown 
to the descendants of his subjects. Brits tend 
to head for Sarawak and Borneo, perhaps 
because these places sound as if they’re very 

wild. But Taman Negara is wilder and older. It 
dates back more than 130 million years. And 
Malaysia is a lucky country and well managed. 
Its population density is but a fraction of 
those countries that surround it.  And there’s 
an environmentally- friendly culture, which 
has prevented the horrendous over-
development you see in Thailand or Bali. 
 

To soak up the magnificence of Taman 
Negara, what you really need to do is get 
away and lose the jabbering gaggle of 
tourists. So cajole or pay a boatman to take 
you far away. Sit on a sandbank miles 
upstream and wait for the wildlife to come 
to you. Just sit and wait. Always the rule. And 
take with you a decent nature guide: Taman 
Negara by David Bowden is superb. 

 
 

COLUMN B 

A. We’d probably not feel as grumpy or 
irritable… 

B. We never give them a chance to prove that 
actually they don’t. 

C. But, there’s the bright side of things too. I 
won’t have to pay for the treatment! 

D. Most of us need to prove that we can be 
strong when need be. 

E. But it’s damned hard to be clever when they 
don’t expect you to... 

F. I think it’s just as ridiculous as ever! 
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37. The writer of the text is most probably 
A. a tourist. 
B. a biologist.  
C. a travel writer. 

38. The attitude of the writer to the place he is describing is  
A. critical. 
B. positive. 
C. neutral. 

39. What does the writer imply about Taman Negara? 
A. It’s a popular holiday destination with British people. 
B. Its beauty has come under some threat from tourism. 
C. Its existence predates many other places on earth. 

40. The writer suggests that the best way to appreciate Taman Negara is to 
A. travel around the area alone. 
B. avoid areas full of tourists. 
C. choose one destination and stay there. 

41. What advice does the writer give to people visiting the area? 
A. Arm yourself with a good reference book. 
B. Take charge and do not just expect things to happen. 
C. Make sure your boatman is also a guide. 

 
 

 6.2   Read Text 2 and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for items 42-45. 

TEXT 2 

At midnight one evening, I was roused by a 
cacophony of snorting and grunting outside my 
door. I sat bolt upright in bed. “Is that you?” I 
shouted tentatively to my companion, then 
opened the door of my hut. In the moonlight, I 
saw that an enormously fat wild boar with razor 
sharp tusks was busy trashing my balcony, 
angry about something. “Um…., just like, go 
away pig,” I said, without much conviction. And 
then, man looked at pig, and pig looked at man, 
and man quickly went back into his hut and 
pretended nothing had happened and the pig 
remained exactly where he was, trashing the 
balcony. 

I left this indescribably beautiful place four days 
later and headed out to the island of Langkawi 
to relax and feel better. There’s a place there 
called Bon Ton, which I’ve visited for many a 
year, a wonderful coming together of 
landscape, nature and haute cuisine – a 
combination which, to my mind, can’t be 
beaten. There’s a nature guide here, Dev, who  

can show you saltwater crocodiles and point 
you in the direction of mysterious jungle cats 
and beautiful flowers that only bloom at night.  

Then, afterwards, you can enjoy rack of lamb 
with pumpkin. I can’t think of any other country 
besides Malaysia where watching wildlife teem 
about you is so easy and satisfying, so 
rewarding in an ecological, gustatory sense.  

The year 2007 marked the 50th anniversary of 
Malaysian independence from British rule. The 
country has somehow managed to combine 
relentless - and remarkable - economic progress 
with a concern for the environment and a 
stately refusal to countenance the bad side of 
mass-market tourism. I hope it will always be 
like this. But take a trip, just in case it isn’t.
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42. What does the writer imply about his encounter with the wild boar? 
A. That he was not at all afraid of the animal. 
B. That he sort of hid himself from the animal.  
C. That the incident was traumatic for him. 

43. What comment does the writer make about Bon Ton? 
A. It’s a place he had not visited for a long time. 
B. It’s a good place to go if you need to recuperate. 
C. The place gets rather crowded in the evenings. 

44. What does the writer imply about Malaysia? 
A. That the country lacks sophistication. 
B. The food is unbelievably tasty. 
C. That it has a lot to offer as a tourist destination. 

45. How does the writer envisage the future of the country? 
A. He foresees no changes in the way it is run. 
B. He is uncertain how things might develop there. 
C. He knows that it will be impossible for it to remain as it is. 

 

 

 6.3   Decide which of the options (A, B, or C) best explains the meaning of the underlined word or 
expression in each statement (from Texts 1 and 2) in items 46-50. 

 

46. This – meaning Malaysia – is a land of superlatives and statistical extremes. 
A. exceptional B. unrivalled C. atrocities 

47. Its population density is but a fraction of those countries that surround it. 
A. slightly smaller than B. about the same as C. much less than 

48. …I saw that an enormously fat wild boar with razor sharp tusks was busy trashing my balcony, angry about 
something. 
A. littering B. damaging C. cluttering 

49. I can’t think of any other country besides Malaysia where watching wildlife teem about you is so easy 
and satisfying, so rewarding in an ecological, gustatory sense. 
A. disperse B. swarm C. reverse 

50. The country has somehow managed to combine relentless and remarkable economic progress with a 
concern for the environment and a stately refusal to countenance the bad side of mass-market tourism. 
A. allow B. reject C. keep up 
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ACTIVITY 7 

Fill in the gaps in items 51-55 in Column B with a word or expression which has approximately the 
same meaning as the underlined slang words in Column A. 

 

 

ACTIVITY 8 

Put the jumbled words in COLUMN B in the correct order to complete items 56-60. 

 

COLUMN A COLUMN B 

56. 
Theatre programme 
Our dynamic programme of social enterprise 
___________ what goes on stage. 

us – important – as – to – as – is 

57. 
Terms and conditions of a voucher 
This voucher cannot be used ___________ or coupon. 

any – conjunction – other – with – in – offer 

58. 
Book blurb 
Few things offer a more ___________ completing a 
cryptic crossword. 

stress – than – break – satisfying –              
from – mental 

59. 
A health magazine 
There are two factors to consider ___________ jet lag. 

manage – how – deciding – when – to 

60. 
A novel 
By arriving early ___________ a seat by the window. 

get – enough – been – had – to – lucky – she 

 

COLUMN A COLUMN B 

51. 
When her boss told her to work over the 
weekend again, she told him to shove it and 
he sacked her! 

Her boss consistently wanted her to work overtime 
with no benefits, and when she declined impolitely                            
he _______ her! 

52. The truth is that she just wouldn’t give in to 
his every whim. 

Actually, she refused to _______ with all his 
demands. 

53. I’m heading out now, folks… Check ya all               
out later. 

I’m _______ now, people. I’ll be catching up                   
with you later. 

54. 
We’ve been through thick and thin together in 
these 12 years of marriage, and now she’s 
dumping me for another guy. 

We’ve been through so much together and 
now, after 12 years of marriage, she’s 
_______ out on me for someone else. 

55. She told him to beat it, ’cause she was pissed 
off with him, so he went straight to the pub! 

She told him to go, because she was _______ with 
him, so he went straight to the pub and got drunk. 
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ACTIVITY 1 
Imagine that you are Dan White and you write the advice column in the Problem Page of a popular 
magazine. Write an answer to the letter below (180-200 words), giving advice to Worried Wendy. Use 
ideas from the ‘Surviving the credit crunch’ leaflet as appropriate, and write your own ORIGINAL text.  

 

 
 

 

Dear Dan, 
My husband has just 
been made redundant. Fortunately, 
I am still working but my job 
doesn’t pay well. Two of the children are still at school and one is 
at University and we are struggling to make ends meet. We have 
always lived quite comfortably – nothing excessive– but when 
things were going well we took out mortgage on our house and 
we now find ourselves unable to keep up with the instalments. 
Keeping two kids at school is not as cheap as it used to be, what 
with all the things they need for school as well as the extras. 
Sadly, our kids are used to having  more  or  less  what  they  want  
–designer  clothes,  the latest gadgets and all that, but we just 
can’t manage anymore. It’s partly our fault for encouraging a 
consumer attitude for so long. Joanna (the one who’s at 
University) would like to be independent but the student loan 
doesn’t go far enough. We are obliged to top up her fees, accommodation, travel and all 
the other stuff students spend money on. On top of everything, taxes have gone up and 
everything (fuel, food, clothes) is becoming more expensive. We really can’t go on 
spending at the level we’re used to. 
We don’t know what we’re going to do. Can you help? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

  

PROBLEM PAGE 
Dan White’s  

advice column 
 

Worried Wendy 

The good times are over. We’ve all been 
living on borrowed time and money. Most 
families have accumulated massive debts, 
which they now find it difficult to pay off. 
Incomes are falling but the cost of living is 
rising. Here are some tips for helping survive 
the difficult economic times ahead. 

 
 

 One family car is enough! 

 Go for public transport. 

 Buy quality products not brands! 

 Avoid designer clothes. 

 Cut down on heating bills. 

 Consumer habits re‐education. 

 Don’t eat out! 

 Get new job skills. 
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Imagine you love to play mind games, solve IQ tests and quizzes and you have just read in your favourite 
online forum that some people think games of this sort are a waste of time. Write a message (180-200 
words) to post in the forum, arguing that tests, games, etc. are excellent exercise for our mind. Use ideas 
from the introduction of a booklet in Greek with intelligence development exercises.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Το να είμαστε σε φόρμα σημαίνει πως 
ασκούμε το σώμα αλλά και το μυαλό 
μας. Ο εγκέφαλός μας χρειάζεται 
«κινητοποίηση» για να μη χάνει τις 
ικανότητές του. Τα παιχνίδια και οι 
ασκήσεις ευφυΐας κάνουν θαύματα για τη 
βελτίωση της εγκεφαλικής λειτουργίας 
μεγάλων και μικρών. Έρευνες δείχνουν 
πως με την επίλυση ασκήσεων που 
«κινητοποιούν» το μυαλό μας, 
βελτιώνονται, μεταξύ άλλων, η μνήμη και 
η ικανότητα συγκέντρωσης και εξαγωγής 
συμπερασμάτων. Η ευφυΐα είναι αυτή 
που μας επιτρέπει να επιλύσουμε 
προβλήματα και να ξεπερνάμε δυσκολίες, 

ακόμα κι αν δεν έχουμε προηγούμενη 
σχετική εμπειρία. Δηλαδή, τα παιχνίδια, 
τεστ, σταυρόλεξα, κτλ. είναι εργαλεία που 
εκπαιδεύουν το μυαλό μας πώς να 
αντιμετωπίζει νέες προκλήσεις. Κάθε 
άσκηση είναι ένα αίνιγμα που μας 
προκαλεί να αναζητήσουμε τη λύση του, 
που θέτει σε δοκιμασία το νου και την 
εξυπνάδα μας. Εξάπτοντας την 
περιέργεια και τη φαντασία μας, τα 
παιχνίδια, παράλληλα, μας διασκεδάζουν 
και, σχεδόν χωρίς να το αντιληφθούμε, 
διεγείρουν και αναζωογονούν τον 
εγκέφαλο. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This is still the 
case though there 
is a very large 
Hispanic 
population in the 
USA today. 

Many whites are 
still quite 
prejudiced 
against blacks, 
who are still 
discriminated 
against. 

It is today 
politically 
incorrect to call 
blacks ‘Colored  
People’. They 
are referred to 
as 
African-
Americans.   

ΑΣΚΗΣΕΙΣ Ευφυΐας 

… το μυαλό 
μας! 
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ACTIVITY 1 
Listen to three instances of talk. After each listening, choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for items 1-6.  

Read item 1. Listen and respond.  
1.  This recording mainly concerns 

A. doctors. 

B. older people. 

C. new parents. 
 

Read item 2. Listen again and respond. 
2.  This recording offers 

A. information on new medication. 

B. advice on immunizations. 

C. solutions to marital problems. 
 

 

Read item 3. Listen and respond.  
3.  This recording is mainly about effective ways to 

A. grow vegetables. 

B. plant flowers. 

C. preserve water. 
 

Read item 4. Listen again and respond. 
4.  This recording is 

A. a weather warning. 

B. a public service announcement. 

C. a product advertisement. 
 

 

Read item 5. Listen and respond.  

5.  We are listening to 

A. a special breaking news broadcast. 

B. a commercial of a new album release. 

C. highlights from an entertainment show. 
 

Read item 6. Listen again and respond. 
6.  The purpose of this recording is to 

A. report on something. 

B. explain something. 

C. argue against something. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
A. 

 
 
 
 

 
B. 

 
 
 
 

 
C. 
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ACTIVITY 2 
 2.1   Read items 7-8. Listen and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each of these items.  

7. This radio program would probably  not interest  
A. adults. 
B. teenagers. 
C. young children. 

8. The geochemist’s study primarily focuses on 
A. the reason mine wastes spread through water so quickly. 
B. the history of mining in the USA. 
C. ways to minimize water pollution. 

Listen again and check your answers.  

 

 2.2   Read items 9-10. Listen and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each of these items.  

9. Clark Fork river 
A. goes through the woods. 
B. is close to a university. 
C. is relatively small in size. 

10. He will collect water samples 
A. within walking distance from the river. 
B. from one small area of the river. 
C. from larger sections of the river. 

Listen again and check your answers.  

 

 2.3   Read items 11-12. Listen and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each of these items.  

11. Mining in the Clark Fork river area 
A. has just begun. 
B. started many years ago. 
C. was unknown in the past. 

12. The geochemist mentions that 
A.  the Clark Fork river area is very beautiful. 
B. his research will be funded by the state. 
C. residue from mining activity proved dangerous. 

Listen again and check your answers.  
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ACTIVITY 3 

 3.1   Read items 13-15. Listen and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each of these items.   

13. We are listening to people 
A. discussing something. B. arguing about something. C. narrating something. 

14. Amanda went on a date which 
A. was very memorable. B. did not work out as expected. C. turned out to be boring. 

15. The man she went on a date with told her that he was 

A. not ready for a relationship. B. seeking a serious 
relationship. 

C. coming out of a difficult 
relationship. 

 

 3.2   Read items 16-20. Listen again and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each of these items. 

16.  Amanda mentions that  
 A. does not believe in love at                  

first sight.  
B. finds the dating                     

scene exciting. 
C. plans to go on a               

second date. 

17.  It seems that one of the male speakers talking about relationships has 
 A. plenty of experience. B. very little experience. C. no experience at all. 

18.  What the male speaker looks for in a girl is mostly her 
 A. social status. B. inner world. C. looks. 

19.  In the end, both male speakers encourage Amanda to  

 A. pursue the relationship further. B. begin a new relationship. C. end the relationship. 

20.  The male speakers’ overall attitude toward Amanda could be characterized as 
 A. disrespectful. B. indifferent. C. supportive. 

 
ACTIVITY 4 

What is each programme about? Listen and for items 21-25 make a good guess about the topic 
of each programme. 

21. ____________________ 
22. ____________________  

23. ____________________  

24. ____________________  

25. ____________________  

Now listen again and check your answers. 
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ACTIVITY 1 
Read the text below and do 1.1-1.2.  
 

Canine emotions  
 

Dogs feel envy just like humans, but their 
jealousy is not complicated or underhand, 
nor does it revolve around the size of a new 
car or cost of a holiday abroad. Simply, it 
comes down to whether or not they are 
given a sausage. 

Scientists have proved what many dog 
owners suspected: man's best friend is 
capable of feeling the human emotions of 
envy and resentment, especially when the 
animal feels the victim of unfair dealings in 
the handing out of meaty rewards. 

An experiment with domestically 
trained dogs has shown that canines are 
capable of withdrawing their co-operation 
and friendship if they see another dog get 
tasty sausage morsels that they feel they 
deserve. 

An animal psychologist, Friederike 
Range and her University of Vienna 
colleagues, tested canine envy by sitting two 
dogs next to one another. The first was 
told to offer its paw to shake hands; it did. 
But instead of rewarding the paw-offering 
dog, the researchers gave the piece of 
sausage to the second dog. 

After doing this a few times, the first dog 
withdrew co-operation and turned its head 
away in disgust, in order to avoid eye 
contact with the human experimenter, the 
scientists explained. 

‘Furthermore, we showed that it was not 
the presence of the second dog but the fact 
that the partner received the food that was 
responsible for the change in the subjects' 
behaviour,’ they say in  their study, 
published in the journal Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sciences. 

The research is part of a wider 
investigation into the nature of ‘inequity 
aversion’ (reactions to a sense of injustice): 
this occurs in the animal kingdom when 
highly social creatures attempt to do 
something to stop the perceived inequalities 
within their social group. Inequity aversion 
is believed to be important in the evolution 
of co-operative behaviour. 

The dogs in the study were offered two 
kinds of reward either a bite of sausage or a 
piece of dark bread. Although the sausage is 
higher value in terms of a reward, the 
scientists saw no difference in the dogs' 
behaviour, whichever item of food was 
offered. 

‘Interestingly, our results differed from 
results of studies with humans in that we 
found no sensitivity by the animal toward 
the quality of the food-reward’ the scientists 
said. ‘Humans react to the quality of food, 
not just the presence [or] absence of food, 
and show more negative reactions than the 
dogs in this study’. 

‘Inequity aversion can thus be defined as 
‘partners resisting unfair outcomes’. In 
humans, it seems to be based on ‘the 
simultaneous evaluation of their costs and 
gains compared with those of their partner’, 
the scientists said. ‘Until recently, it has 
been thought that sensitivity toward unequal 
reward is a uniquely human quality. 
However, several experiments carried out 
with capuchin monkeys and chimpanzees 
suggest otherwise’. 

 

News / Science 
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 1.1   Read the text and choose the best option (A, B, or C) for items 1-4. 

1. The aim of this text is to 
A. advise the reader in the choice of pet. 
B. give guidelines in caring for a pet. 
C. report the results of research. 

2.  This text suggests that 
A. animals can sometimes think like humans. 
B. some feelings are felt only by animals. 
C. animals share some feelings with humans. 

3. Another title for this text could be: 
A. Dogs can feel envy, too! 
B. Dogs are our best friends. 
C. Dogs have their favourite food. 

4.  The next paragraph of the article could be about 
A. how to choose a pet dog. 
B. controlling our feelings of jealousy. 
C. emotions shown by other animals. 

 

 1.2   Read the text again and choose the best option (A, B, or C) for items 5-10. 

5.  How is human jealousy different from that of dogs? 
A. It is not as competitive. 
B. It is less complex. 
C. It is based on material goods. 

6.  Scientists have proved that 
A. dogs feel jealous of their owners. 
B. owners understand their dogs. 
C. dogs can feel angry. 

7.  Why did the dogs in the experiment react as they did? 
A. They were hungry. 
B. They were treated unfairly. 
C. They wanted more sausage. 

8. The experiment showed that dogs 
A. are jealous when other dogs are present. 
B. have a sense of justice. 
C. avoid eye contact with people.  

9.  ‘Inequity aversion’ refers to 
A. a feeling of being treated unfairly. 
B. anti-social behaviour. 
C. feelings of jealousy. 

10. What can the reader infer from the text as a whole? 
A. Humans feel more strongly than animals. 
B. Envy is a uniquely human emotion. 
C. Humans and animals share some emotions.  
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ACTIVITY 2 
 2.1    Read the information in the ‘What’s On’ Guide and match the meaning of each underlined word             

(11-17) with options A-H below. There is one option you do not need. 
 

A. collaborate B. after C. results D. compensate 

E. draw F. a time of greatest activity G. illustrate H. put on display 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 2.2   Statements 18-20 are from different sections in the same article. Match each statement with 
one of the titles (A-F). There are three options you do not need. 

A. The Air Force Museum B. Imperial War Museum C. Musical Museum 

D. National Maritime Museum E. Science Museum F. Museum of Childhood 

18. This hands on, interactive exhibition explores the way climate change could affect how we 
eat, drink, move and live in 2050. 

 

19. A celebration of big picture books in family learning and enjoyment with storytelling 
workshops and live drawing of popular book characters. 

 

20. 
Although there are some historical artefacts, like the revolver that was used to assassinate 
Archduke Ferdinand, the focus of this exhibition is on the impact of military conflict on the 
everyday life of the individual. 

 

Museums 
British Museum 
Hadrian: Empire and Conflict 
Every schoolchild knows about Hadrians’ most 
famous legacy in Britain – the 73-mile-long wall he 
had built between England and Scotland (11) in the 
wake of his first tour of the country in AD 121 – but 
few other facts about the Roman Emperor (AD 117-
138) have become common knowledge. The BM’s 
exhibition seeks to (12) make up for this by 
examining through 180 exhibits including the 
museum’s bronze head of Hadrian, the complex life 
of the leader. 

Design Museum 
Alan Aldride – the man with kaleidoscopic eyes  
The first UK retrospective to (13) feature the 13 
sketches, letters and other archival material of  

 
1960s and 1970s Aldridge was invited to              
(14) adorn album covers for the Rolling Stones, 
the Who and Elton John. He also did the art work 
for children’s books and designed adverts for 
iconic brands including Hard Rock Café. 

Pop goes design Oct. 26 2-5 pm. 
In this workshop for all the family, children and 
their parents are invited to (15) join forces to 
create book covers, posters and CD artwork, 
inspired by the psychedelic graphics of Alan 
Aldridge. The best (16) fruits of their labours will 
be displayed in a future exhibition. Age 5-65! 
Booking essential. 

Design Cities. 
Displays of textiles, fashion, industrial pieces, 
furniture and prints tell the story of contemporary 
design, looking at seven key cities at their 
creative (17) height: London (1851), Vienna 
(1908), Paris (1936), Los Angeles (1949), Milan 
(1957) and Tokyo (1987). 
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ACTIVITY 3 
Read the following extracts (21-27) and decide what kind of text they are taken from. Use each 
of the options below (A-H) only once. There is one option you do not need. 

A. A promotion leaflet B. Letter of complaint C. Do it yourself manual D. A book review 

E. A biography F. Advertisement G. A poem H. A letter to a newspaper 

 

ACTIVITY 4 

Choose the option (A-H) that best accompanies each of the blanks (28-34) in the text. There is 
one option you do not need.  

A. debt B. leading C. support D. state-of-the-art 

E. financial F. opportunity G. decisive H. membership 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21. 
Morris had effectively been heir apparent but was regarded as too old to embark on a new leadership. 
Although he stood for the post, he finished last by a wide margin. However, he acted as the interim leader 
in the subsequent elections. 

 

22. Chile is an over performing economy with a sound fiscal position. The purchase of Chilean public 
debt provides opportunities for very high liquidity. In Chile we trust. So can you. 

 

23. 
I attended your exhibition Sound Systems at the Fortune Hotel (22-25 January) and found it 
informative and memorable. Regrettably, my enjoyment of the event was spoiled by sundry 
difficulties of an organizational nature. 

 

24. 
He creates a bonfire of myths and lies, sophistries and delusions. He is an enduring 
inspiration all over the world for the simple reason that he is a truth-teller on an epic 
scale. Essential for anyone who is concerned about the primary challenges still facing the 
human race. 

 

25. 
I must express my appreciation for your special feature on the appalling treatment of the Roma in 
Romania. I would however like to put the record straight on one crucial issue: the feature says the 
Roma came to the UK to escape discrimination. 

 

26. While framing a door is a simple and easy home improvement project, it requires you to maintain the 
structural integrity of the wall where it will be located. 

 

27. The new Triumph Thunderbird. Engineered with passion, power… and finance from GE 
capital. 

 

WOMEN in Business 

Next year is going to be (28) __________ for many small enterprises. But, what determines 
whether a business ends the year in profit or sinks into (29) __________? That’s a question 
we can answer for you! 
But the WOMEN IN BUSINESS NETWORK can help your business in many other ways too! As a membership 
organisation operating in a monthly business format, we bring you a wealth of expertise from                       
(30) __________ economists and other (31) __________ advisors. 
We have over 2.000 members who are small and big business owners. Our group (32) __________ policy 
ensures that each member has full (33) __________ and that the business is safe. Furthermore, we help 
your business with (34) __________ technology and with cash – if and when you need it most. Contact us 
and find more about us. 
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ACTIVITY 5 
 5.1   Read the text below and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for items 35-39. 

 

 

 

 

 

Nov 6th 2008 / From The Economist 
Barack Obama has won a famous victory. Now he must use it wisely. 

NO ONE should doubt the magnitude of what Barack Obama achieved this week. When the president-elect 
was born, in 1961, many states, and not just in the South, had laws on their books that enforced 
segregation, banned mixed-race unions like that of his parents and restricted voting rights. This week 
America can claim more credibly than any other western country to have at last become politically colour-
blind. Other milestones along the road to civil rights have been passed amid bitterness and bloodshed. 
This one was marked by joy, white as well as black. 

Mr Obama lost the white vote, it is true, by 43-55%; but he won almost exactly same share of it as the 
last three (white) Democratic candidates; Bill Clinton, Al Gore and John Kerry. And he won heavily among 
younger white voters. America will now have a president with half-brothers in Kenya, old schoolmates in 
Indonesia and a view of the world that seems to be based on respect rather than confrontation. 

That matters. Under George Bush America’s international standing has sunk to awful lows. This week 
Americans voted in record-smashing numbers for many reasons, but one of them was an abhorrence of 
how their ‘shining city’s’ reputation has been tarnished. Their country will now be easier for its friends to 
like and harder for its foes to hate. 

In its own way, the election illustrates this redeeming effect. For the past eight years the debacle in 
Florida in 2000 has been cited (not always fairly) as an example of shabby American politics. Yet here was a 
clear victory delivered by millions of volunteers—and by the intelligent use of technology to ride a wave 
of excitement that is all too rare in most democracies. Mr Obama showed that, with the right message, a 
candidate with no money or machine behind him can build his own. 

35. What is the purpose of the text? 
A. To inform about the importance of Obama’s election. 
B. To promote Obama’s campaign.  
C. To argue against Obama’s candidacy. 

36. The title of this text suggests the author will be  
A. critical of Obama. 
B. positive about Obama. 
C. cynical about Obama. 

37. How did Obama do with white voters? 
A. He won more than his opponent. 
B. He did worse than his predecessors. 
C. He did well with young white voters. 

38. Why did more people vote in this election than in previous ones? They 
A. wanted America’s friends to like them. 
B. were unhappy with America’s standing in the world. 
C. wanted to protest about the state of America’s cities. 

39. ‘Redeeming’ in this context (see last paragraph) means 
A. optimistic. 
B. disappointing. 
C. surprising. 
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 5.2   Read the text below and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for items 40-44. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
With such a great victory come unreasonably great expectations. Many of Mr 
Obama’s more ardent supporters will be let down—and in some cases they deserve 
to be. For those who voted for him with their eyes wide open to his limitations, 
everything now depends on how he governs. Abroad, this 21st-century president will 
have to grapple with the sort of great-power rivalries last seen in the 19th century. 
At home, he must try to unite his country, tackling its economic ills while avoiding 
the pitfalls of one-party rule. Rhetoric and symbolism will still be useful in this; 
but now is the turn of detail and dedication. 

Mr Obama begins with several advantages. At 47, he is too young to have been involved in the 
bitter cultural wars about Vietnam.  And by winning support from a big majority of independents, and 
even from a fair few Republicans, he makes it possible to imagine a return to a more reflective time 
when political opponents were not regarded as traitors and collaboration was something to be admired. 

Oddly, he may be helped by the fact that, in the end, his victory was slightly disappointing. He won 
around 52% of the popular vote, more than Mr Bush in 2000 and 2004, but not a remarkable number; 
this was no Roosevelt or Reagan landslide. And though Mr Obama helped his party cement its grip on 
Congress by gaining a total of 25 seats,  his  strength  in  the  Senate  falls  four  short  of  the  60  needed  
to  control  voting procedures and pass controversial legislation, without the support of the opposition. 

 

40. Why will Obama disappoint some people? 
A. He has many limitations. 
B. They expect too much of him.  
C. They are too enthusiastic. 

41. What will Obama need to do to be successful in the future?  
A. Control his party. 
B. Inspire people. 
C. Put ideas into practice. 

42. What advantage does Obama have as a President? 
A. He was against the Vietnam War. 
B. He has a wide range of support. 
C. He is independent. 

43. What factor does the author of this text see as ‘disappointing’? 
A. Obama’s youth. 
B. The election campaign. 
C. The number of votes he won. 

44. What point is the author making in the last paragraph? Obama will 
A. not be able to do what he likes. 
B. pass new laws very quickly. 
C. avoid difficult legislation. 

 

  

Hard times and a bleak House 



126

Module 1Practice Test 7

C1 LEVEL - English in school

 

 5.3   Decide which of the options (A, B, or C) best explains the meaning of the underlined word or 
expression in items 45-50 below. 

45.  This week America can claim more credibly than any other western country to have at last become 
politically colour-blind. 

 A. not racist B. unfair to blacks C. many colours 

46.  Other milestones along the road to civil rights have been passed amid bitterness and bloodshed. 
 A. successful laws B. important moments C. failed attempts 

47.  The debacle in Florida in 2000 has been cited (not always fairly) as an example of shabby American politics. 
 A. dishonest B. illegal C. tough 

48.  This 21st-century president will have to grapple with the sort of great-power rivalries last seen in the 
19th century 

 A. avoid B. change C. manage 

49.  This was no Roosevelt or Reagan landslide. 
 A. great celebration  B. violent event C. huge majority 

50.  Mr Obama helped his party cement its grip on Congress. 
 A. strengthen control  B. build support C. build new institutions 

  

 5.4    Read the newspaper headlines in Column A and then fill in the first paragraph of the article 
in column B with an appropriate word or phrase. 

 

 

 

 

COLUMN A COLUMN B 

0. Afghan leader in key India talks The President of Afghanistan has arrived in India 
for top  level talks with the subcontinents leaders. 

51. US Senate backs currency debate The US Senate has voted in __________ of debating 
currency laws. 

52. American Airlines shares plummet on 
bankruptcy fears 

Shares in American Airlines' parent company have 
ended the day __________ by 33% on fears the 
airline may have to seek bankruptcy protection. 

53. Republican contender in race row 
Republican presidential contender Rick Perry has 
been accused of __________ after it emerged that a 
hunting lodge used by his family had a racially 
offensive name. 

54. Plea to Colombia girl’s abductors 
Residents of a town in eastern Colombia have 
called for the __________ of the 10-year-old 
daughter of the local mayor, who was abducted 
on Thursday. 

55. Brazil growth to slow sharply 
Brazil's central bank has __________ its forecast for 
economic growth to less than half of last year's, partly 
blaming the slowing global economy. 
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ACTIVITY 6 

Solve the puzzle below. Put the jumbled words in column B in the correct order to complete the 
text (56-60) in column A. 

 

COLUMN A COLUMN B 

0. Anne Donovan is the author of the brilliant award-
winning novel Buddha Da.  award - novel - brilliant -  winning -  the 

56. She was commissioned to write her new short story 
by Artlink, the arts __________. 

marginalised - working - organisation - 
within - communities 

57. 
It is a fictional snapshot of a career’s life, shining a 
light on some of the issues faced by those who 
__________. 

disabilities - care - individuals - with -              
for - learning 

58. The story is informed by time spent by the author 
with careers and social workers __________. several - over - a - of - months - period 

59. The resulting story is an __________, the careers 
themselves. 

forgotten - affecting - the - ones -                      
of - glimpse 

60. The careers, that strong but tired legion of 
overstretched group in society for whom __________. 

responsibility - round - the -  clock - a - 
caring - is 
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The article below reports views against social media and their use. Write a similar article (180-200 words) 
arguing in favour of social media. Here are some ideas that might help you:  

 They help the shy and those with disabilities people to socialize 
 They help people connect and converse 
 They provide professionals with networking space 
 They allow businesses and public entities to promote products and services inexpensively. 
 They allow for grass-roots causes to organize 
 They allow social-cause organisations to recruit new members, spread their messages, etc. 

 

 
 

Social Media? No thanks! 

Not everyone is in favour of using the social media, despite 
what we may think. Even some of our youngest readers are 
sceptical, especially about compulsive social media users! 
One of the most important con arguments that they 
mention is that posted information is never fully secure. 
Even safeguarded information is stolen by hackers. 
Moreover, personal information posted is frequently 
misused and lent to bullies who are keen on spreading 
destructive information, photos or lies about people. 

 

Their second most frequent argument is that the so-called social media may lead 
people to being a-social! Online interaction can become a substitute for actual 
meetings, which can hurt social development and isolate people from one another. In 
fact, some people strongly believe that the systematic use of social media can destroy 
marriages by providing covert connections with others that lead to infidelity. 

 

It is also true, most of our readers believe, that they cause users to spend less time 
outdoors, to suffer from lack of exercise, to not take care of their physical appearance.  

A large percentage of our readers who question the frequent use of social media say 
that it’s a waste of time, especially for those who constantly check and update them. 
For employers that means lost productivity. 

 

Last but not least, some of our readers are of the opinion that the social media bring 
out the nastiest conversations, because participants feel at a distance from those they 
are insulting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Science & Technology      24 
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ACTIVITY 2 
Write an article (180-200 words) for the “European Youth” website to advocate higher studies in Greece. Use 
information from the text website below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Σπουδές στην Ελλάδα? 
Αν έχετε πάρει ήδη την απόφασή σας να σπουδάσετε στο 
εξωτερικό, τότε προφανώς έχετε καταλήξει και στα κριτήρια αυτής 
σας της επιλογής. Αν, όμως, δεν έχετε πάρει αυτή την απόφαση 
ακόμα, τότε καλό θα ήταν να σκεφτείτε και τους παρακάτω 
παράγοντες, που πιθανόν θα σας οδηγήσουν στην Ελλάδα. 
Σήμερα υπάρχει στην Ελλάδα ένας μεγάλος αριθμός ΑΕΙ και 
ΑΤΕΙ, τα οποία προσφέρουν προγράμματα που καλύπτουν ένα 
ευρύ φάσμα αντικειμένων σπουδών. 
Το επίπεδο σπουδών στην Ελλάδα παραμένει σε ιδιαίτερα υψηλά 
επίπεδα, παρόλα τα «παράπονα» που ακούγονται. 

Το συνολικό κόστος σπουδών σας θα είναι τελικά χαμηλότερο, 
ακόμα και αν φοιτήσετε σε σχολή που δεν είναι κοντά στον 
μόνιμο τόπο κατοικίας σας. 

Δεν θα χάσετε πολύτιμο χρόνο για την «περίοδο προσαρμογής» 
σε μία ξένη χώρα και θα αποφύγετε τις σχετικές δυσκολίες. 

Όλες οι εργασίες, συνεντεύξεις, κλπ. που θα κληθείτε να κάνετε 
κατά τη διάρκεια των σπουδών σας θα γίνουν εντός ελληνικού 
εδάφους, που θα σας επιτρέψει να μην χάσετε την επαφή σας με 
την ελληνική πραγματικότητα, είτε επαγγελματικά (μελλοντικά), 
είτε ακαδημαϊκά. 

Κατά τη διάρκεια των φοιτητικών χρόνων δημιουργούνται φιλίες 
που κρατάνε μια ζωή. Έχει παρατηρηθεί ότι τα άτομα που έχουν 
σπουδάσει στον τόπο καταγωγής τους έχουν διατηρήσει αυτές τις 
φιλίες, ενώ τα άτομα που έχουν σπουδάσει στο εξωτερικό χάνουν 
τις επαφές με τους φίλους τους μετά την επιστροφή τους (εφόσον 
φυσικά επιστρέψουν). 

Τέλος, όσοι από εσάς θελήσετε κατά η διάρκεια των σπουδών 
σας να έχετε την εμπειρία του εξωτερικού που θα σας δώσει 
πολλά ερεθίσματα σε σχέση με την κουλτούρα άλλων λαών, 
υπάρχουν τα προγράμματα ανταλλαγής φοιτητών (Erasmus), 
καθώς και η δυνατότητα παρακολούθησης μέρους των σπουδών 
στο εξωτερικό, που προσφέρουν κάποιες συμφωνίες μεταξύ 
ελληνικών και ξένων ΑΕΙ. 

 
 

This is still the 
case though there 
is a very large 
Hispanic 
population in the 
USA today. 

Many whites are 
still quite 
prejudiced 
against blacks, 
who are still 
discriminated 
against. 

It is today 
politically 
incorrect to call 
blacks ‘Colored  
People’. They 
are referred to 
as 
African-
Americans.   
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ACTIVITY 1 
Listen to three instances of talk. After each listening, choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for items 1-6.  

Read item 1. Listen and respond.  
1.  The purpose of this recording is to 

A. advertise something. 

B. inform about something. 

C. make an observation. 
 

Read item 2. Listen again and respond. 

2.  The recording is mainly about 

A. how to protect your home from floods. 

B. how to discard damaged food. 

C. how to protect canned food from contamination. 
 

 

Read item 3. Listen and respond.  
3.  This recording is 

A. an environmental alert. 

B. a competition announcement. 

C. a school safety warning. 
 

Read item 4. Listen again and respond. 
4.  The speaker is addressing 

A. students. 

B. young adults. 

C. senior citizens. 
 

 

Read item 5. Listen and respond.  
5.  This recording is 

A. a public service announcement. 

B. a product advertisement. 

C. a personal narrative. 
 

Read item 6. Listen again and respond. 
6.  What the speaker is talking about concerns 

A. driving techniques. 

B. safety precautions. 

C. first-aid tips. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
A. 

 
 
 
 

 
B. 

 
 
 
 

 
C. 
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ACTIVITY 2 
 2.1   Read items 7-8. Listen and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each of these items.  

7. The tips in this recording are directed  to  
A. child psychologists. 
B. parents. 
C. teachers. 

8. First tip: 
A. Don’t punish children unless really necessary. 
B. Don’t reward negative behaviour. 
C. Don’t pay attention when your kid is having a tantrum. 

Listen again and check your answers.  

 

 2.2   Read items 9-10. Listen and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each of these items.  

9. Second tip: 
A. Always give children space to make their own decisions. 
B. Always treat children with lots of respect. 
C. Always set sensible rules and stick to them. 

10. Third tip: 
A. Whenever a child misbehaves, take time to think it through. 
B. Whenever a child misbehaves, try to ignore it, if its minor. 
C. Whenever a child misbehaves, deal with it immediately. 

Listen again and check your answers.  

 

 2.3   Read items 11-12. Listen and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each of these items.  

11. Fourth tip: 
A. When setting expectations, try to see the child’s point of view as well. 
B. When setting expectations, let the child know where you stand beforehand. 
C. When setting expectations, keep a low-key and remain flexible. 

12. Fifth tip: 
A.  When deciding on a punishment, be consistent and always follow through. 
B. When deciding on a punishment, don’t give it a second thought. 
C. When deciding on a punishment, try not to overdo it. 

Listen again and check your answers.  
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ACTIVITY 3 

 3.1   Read items 13-15. Listen and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each of these items.   

13. We are listening to people 
A. arguing about the effects                       

of alcohol. 
B. discussing the need                         

to respect house rules. 
C. debating whether studying 

hard brings results. 

14. The male speaker seems to be 
A. shocked. B. angry. C. opinionated. 

15. These two people are probably 
A. brother and sister. B. husband and wife. C. father and daughter. 

 

 3.2   Read items 16-20. Listen again and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each of these items. 

16.  The male speaker reacts the way he does because the female speaker 
 A. came home extremely late.  B. does not study hard enough. C. socializes way too much. 

17.  The female speaker 
 A. is tired of school. B. wants to be rewarded for her 

hard work. 
C. would like to move out. 

18.  The male speaker 
 A. does not seem to understand her. B. sympathizes with her yet 

sets ground rules. 
C. refuses to see her point of 

view. 

19.  The female speaker tells the male speaker  
 A. to let her do whatever she wants. B. to give her another chance. C. to have faith in her. 

20.  In the end, both speakers 
 A. come to some sort of agreement. B. go their separate ways. C. drop the issue all together. 

 
ACTIVITY 4 

Listen and decide what type of news you’re listening to (e.g., entertainment news, fashion news, 
etc.). Fill in each gap with ONE appropriate word. 

21. ____________________ news. 
22. ____________________ news. 

23. ____________________ news. 

24. ____________________ news. 

25. ____________________ news. 

Now listen again and check your answers. 
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ACTIVITY 1 
Read the text below and do 1.1-1.2.  
 

 
 WORLD CULTURE 

 

Lost Languages 
Laura Fountain finds that half of the world’s languages are in danger of disappearing forever.

Languages are not just tools with which we 
communicate; they also reflect our view of the 
world and our values. It is well-
known that the Inuit (or Eskimo) 
languages have many words for 
snow, whereas English has just 
one. Living closer to nature and 
in a snowy climate, you could 
reason that an Inuit would 
distinguish between various 
types of snow and develop words 
that communicate this. In 
creating these words, the culture 
is signifying snow’s importance 
in it. This idea is the argument at 
the heart of language preservation; when 
languages disappear, so does an important way 
of understanding the culture and heritage of a 
particular people.  

 

Vanishing voices 

Languages all over the 
world are threatened with 
extinction and, as they 
disappear, so too does an 
insight into the values and 
views of a particular culture.  

Although 6,000 languages are still in use, experts 
estimate that more than 50% of these are 
endangered, with one disappearing every two 
weeks. As English, Mandarin, Spanish and French 
exert their global dominance, 96% of the world’s 
languages are now spoken by just 4% of the 
world’s population. In Nepal, for example, efforts 

are underway to prolong the life of Soma Devi 
Dura, who is the last surviving speaker of the 

Dura language. 

Should this 82-year old woman 
die before linguists have 
recorded the knowledge she 
holds, it will mean the end of 
hundreds of years of songs and 
folklore that have been handed 
down through the generations. 
In Nepal alone there are more 
than 100 tongues, many with 
fewer than 100 speakers each. 

This situation is by no means 
unique: linguists in Alaska know 

only too well Nepal’s predicament. Experts at the 
Alaska Native Language Center worked with 
Marie Smith Jones, the last native speaker of the 
Eyak language, until her death earlier this year. 
Jones believed in preserving her language and 
wanted a written record kept for future 
generations. When she died, it caused the first of 
Alaska’s native languages to become extinct. 

Languages become endangered when users 
cease to pass them on. This can be a result 
of external forces such as military, economic 
or cultural subjugation, or internal forces 
such as a community’s attitude towards its 
own language. Jones did not pass Eyak on to 
her children as it was considered ‘wrong’ to 
speak anything but English when they were 
growing up. 

Concern about endangered languages is not 
confined to small communities however... 

Issue 75/ 32 
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 1.1   Read the text and choose the best option (A, B, or C) for items 1-4. 

1. The purpose of the text is 
A. to advise on the best way to learn a foreign language. 
B. to describe the advantages of learning foreign languages. 
C. to warn of the dangers faced by many languages today. 

2.  Another possible title for the text would be 
A. Saving languages. 
B. The threat to English. 
C. Global languages. 

3. The text suggests that language death is 
A. a rare phenomenon. 
B. an urgent problem. 
C. an irreversible situation. 

4.  The last part of the text, which has been cut off, is likely to contain information about 
A. disappearing languages in small villages. 
B. special features of the Inuit languages. 
C. language loss as a global problem. 

 

 1.2   Read the text again and choose the best option (A, B, or C) for items 5-10. 

5.  English has fewer words for snow than the Inuit languages because 
A. snow plays a very important role in Inuit culture. 
B. there is less snowfall than there used to be. 
C. English words for snow have disappeared. 

6.  What are we told about Soma Devi Dura? She is 
A. a singer of traditional songs. 
B. the oldest person in Nepal. 
C. the only speaker of a language. 

7.  What is the language situation in Nepal? 
A. A lot of languages are spoken by a few people. 
B. It has more languages than other countries. 
C. There is only one language still in use. 

8. What is the status of the Eyak language today? 
A. A few language experts still speak it. 
B. There is just one speaker left. 
C. There are no speakers of the language.  

9.  Jones was in co-operation with language experts to 
A. help them keep a record of her language for next generations. 
B. contribute to the development of a research project. 
C. protect Alaska’s native languages from extinction. 

10. Why didn’t Jones’ children learn their native language? 
A. She did not encourage them to speak it. 
B. The community did not let them speak it. 
C. Because their first language was English. 
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ACTIVITY 2 
Read the text below and match the meaning of each underlined word (11-17) with options A-H. 
There is one option you do not need. 

 

A. equivalent B. innovative C. trend D. record 

E. globally F. productive G. quick H. readily apparent 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

ACTIVITY 3 
Read texts 18-24 and decide what type of text each one is (options A-H). Use each option only once. 
There is one option you do not need. 

A. Advertisement B. Bank leaflet extract C. Encyclopedia entry D. Newspaper report extract 

E. Do-it-yourself 
instructions F. Book review G. Anecdote H. Film review 

18. A page-turner in the classic style, the only fault being that the characters are slightly overdrawn.  
19. He discovered a great cure for amnesia but has forgotten what it was.  

20. Easy and safe cycling in the dark. Never run out of batteries! The Swallow is a complete lighting system with front 
and backlight. 

 

21. Start by removing all wax, grease or oil with a good, environmentally safe chemical or cleaner. Remember that 
adhesives will not adhere where oil or grease is a part of the base. 

 

22. Not all of our accounts pay interest on credit balances. If your account is eligible for interest, we will pay on the daily 
cleared balance. Interest on eligible accounts will be calculated and paid in the manner and the rates set… 

 

23. A prose narrative of the type which used to be written in Iceland between 1120 and 1400, dealing with the families 
that first settled Iceland and with the myths and legends of early Germanic gods and heroes. 

 

24. SONY is axing 16,000 staff worldwide in one of the biggest rounds of job cuts since the credit crisis erupted. The 
Japanese electronics giant said it had no choice given the “acute slowdown”. 

 

What is Physical Theatre? 
The big question for which this site hopes to help find an answer 
 Physical theatre is a growing art form [11] worldwide. In Europe, especially, physical theatre is a 
known and recognized form, seen most prominently at festivals such as the London International 
Mime Festival and the Edinburgh Fringe Festival. Companies such as Complicite, Theatre du Soleil, 
and La Fura del Baus have been creating exciting [12] avant-garde productions of physical theatre 
for decades, winning awards, and travelling the globe. 
Over the past few years, New York City has seen a [13] rapid growth of artists and companies 
creating physical theatre. This site hopes to [14] chronicle this growth and bring these artists 
together under a single umbrella. 
A simple definition 
Physical theatre goes beyond verbal narrative. It incorporates physical and visual elements, on a 
level [15] equal to the verbal ones. It is more than simply an abstract [16] movement. It includes 
some aspects of character, narrative, relationships and interaction between the performers, not 
necessarily linear or [17] obvious. Also, it includes a wide variety of styles, approaches and 
aesthetics, possibly making use of dance-theatre, movement theatre, clown, puppetry, mime, 
mask, vaudeville, and circus. 
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ACTIVITY 4 

 4.1    Fill in gaps 25-31 with the best option (A-H). Use each option only once. There is one option 
you do not need.  

 

A. located B. drowned C. set D. rebelled 

E. sacrificed F. divided G. swore H. bought 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It was 2,350 years ago that the Greek philosopher Plato 
introduced the world to Atlantis, an island empire founded by 
the sea-god Poseidon and [25] __________ on a landmass the 
size of Libya and Asia put together. Atlantis was said to have a 
cosmopolitan metropolis, with palaces, royal courts, harbour 
works and waterways that constantly received sea-going 
vessels from afar. 

The whole island, including the other islands over which Atlantis 
held dominion, was [26] __________ into ten parts, each ruled by 
its own king. The first king, Atlas, was given control over the city 
and all the surrounding lands. Each fifth and sixth year the ten 
kings passed laws and [27] __________ on oath during ceremonies 
in which a bull was [28] __________. For many generations, Atlantis 
ruled the Atlantic Ocean. Yet soon the empire [29] __________ its 
sights on controlling the lands inside the Mediterranean basin. It 

was then that the fair race of Athens [30] __________ against the Atlantean aggressor and 
in a decisive naval battle defeated its enemy. Afterwards, the god Zeus provoked 
earthquakes and floods that [31] __________ the Athenian navy and submerged the island 
of Atlantis in one `terrible day and night'. The date of this catastrophe is given as 
approximately 857 BC in Plato's dialogue the Timaeus. 

 

 

 4.2   Read the text about Atlantis again, and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for items 32-33. 

32.  The text could also have appeared in 
 A. an encyclopaedia. B. a popular magazine. C. a scientific book. 

33.  For many years, the empire of Atlantis had 
 A. ruled the Mediterranean basin. B. been in war with the 

Athenians. 
C. controlled the nearby areas. 

 

 

Atlantis 
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ACTIVITY 5 
Read the text below and do the tasks that follow and do 5.1-5.4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 5.1   Read the text and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for items 34-35. 
34. This text would probably interest 

A. young couples thinking of buying a house. 
B. those who have a big family.  
C. those thinking of changing residence. 

35. Another possible title for this text might be  
A. Making ends meet. 
B. Home Sweet Home. 
C. Good fences, good neighbours. 

 

Life & Style 
 

Staying put 
We can’t sell our houses, so we’re all staying 
put. Blake Morrison says we should celebrate 
our new-found stability, which has been 
brought on by the recession. 
‘You’ll want to sell up, then’, a friend said 
last autumn, as my youngest son began his 
gap year. At the time it seemed to make 
sense: home was bound to feel empty with 
two kids at university and the third employed 
and living elsewhere. We could downsize, 
put money in the bank, or buy a flat in Spain. 
The possibilities were endless. But then the 
property market went into reverse. The 
economy suddenly collapsed. The pound 
dwindled to the value of the euro and it 
became clear that we would probably have to 
stay put anyway. 
Another reason I would not sell the house is 
that I hate moving because it can be very 
stressful. The basement has been my only 
workplace for 15 years although it is cold and 
damp, I’ve grown used to it. During the 90’s, 
it was not common to relocate. My parents, 
for example, bought a house when they were 
in their late 30’s and stayed there until they 
retired – they then moved to a house nearby. 
They believed that once you found a place 
you like, you put down roots. You move in, 
make it yours, and then relax. In 25 years 
they decorated the place just once. 
 
 

My generation is slightly more ambitious, 
knocking down walls, opening blocked-up, 
fireplaces and repairing the attic. But we 
tended to work within the limits of what was 
there. The more recent trend has been to treat 
the house as a shell: one can excavate, 
extend, expand, and then, after a year or two 
sell it and move on to the next place which 
will be bigger. 
The same holds for the interior and the 
furniture. My parents never changed their 
furniture and, having inherited half of it from 
them, I’m the same: if I ever move, I will 
take it with me. 
Hence, in a market where no one’s buying or 
selling, the challenge is to establish a 
permanent home rather than being on the 
move. For the tens of thousands unable to 
pay their mortgages, losing their homes is a 
fearful prospect. For some of the lucky ones, 
who are able to keep their property, it is an 
opportunity to reconnect with their home 
environment and appreciate the value and 
importance of their home. 
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 5.2   Read the text again and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for items 36-42. 

36. Why did the writer consider selling his house? 
A. It was too expensive. 
B. He wanted to move.  
C. It was too large. 

37. The writer decided to stay in the same house because 
A. it was near his office. 
B. he felt settled there. 
C. there was no alternative. 

38. In the 1990s, moving house was considered 
A. a good thing to do. 
B. a problem. 
C. an odd thing to do. 

39. What has been common practice in recent years? 
A. To keep the same design. 
B. To change an old house for a modern one. 
C. To make major changes to houses. 

40. The writer thinks that people are selling because 
A. they want to move to bigger houses. 
B. they get very easily bored. 
C. they have a lot of money. 

41. What advice does the writer give the reader? 
A. To make the most of the home we do have. 
B. To make no changes to our home. 
C. To make sure we can afford the house we live in. 

42. In conclusion, the writer believes people should 
A. sell. 
B. be thankful. 
C. buy. 

 

 5.3   Now read the text again and decide if statements 43-50 are True (A) False (B) or Not Stated (C). 

STATEMENTS 
A B C 

TRUE FALSE 
NOT 

STATED 

43. The writer lives in a small house.    

44. The writer considers moving to cut down on expenses.    

45. The pound has gained in value.    

46. The writer was happy living with his parents.    

47. The writer’s furniture is very old.    

48. The author is not keen on modern fashions in house design.    

49. The writer is on friendly terms with his neighbours.    

50. A lot of people risk losing their homes.    
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 5.4   Fill in gaps 51-55 with words that have approximately the same meaning as those underlined in 
Column A, as in the example. 

 

 

 

ACTIVITY 6 

Put the jumbled words in Column B in the correct order, in order to complete gaps 56-60 in Column 
A, as in the example. 
 

COLUMN A COLUMN B 

0. 

From an Encyclopedia 
The Da Vinci Code, by US author Dan Brown, 
combines the popular literary genre of detective 
fiction with the thriller and conspiracy theories.  

genre - of - literary - detective - fiction 

56. 

From a Newspaper article  
John Mitchell, a postgraduate student at the 
University of Michigan, is looking for a book that will 
instruct him in Lakota, an American Indian                 
language __________. 

of - extinction - the - verge - on 

57. Joke 
Why are traffic police strong? Because __________. 

traffic - hold - they - up - the 

58. 
From a horoscope 
CAPRICORN: The number of individuals you trust can 
be counted on __________. 

hand - the - one - fingers - of 

59. 

From a TV Documentary preview 
Chimps unchained 
This programme __________ the complicated and at 
times disturbing relationship between chimpanzees 
and human. 

a - takes - look - close - at 

60. 

From a Magazine article 
Sudoku 
What, you might reasonably ask, is Sudoku? The 
name __________ that it originated in Japan.                 
Well, it didn’t. 

believe - might - one - to - lead 

 

COLUMN A COLUMN B 

0. 
The basement has been my only workplace 
for 15 years. 

The basement is the only place I have worked 
for 15 years. 

51. I've grown used to its cold and damp. Its cold and damp don’t _______ _______ anymore. 

52. We tended to work within the limits of what 
was there. 

There _______ _______ _______ to work within 
the limits of what was there. 

53. The recent trend has been to treat the house 
as a shell. 

It has recently _______ popular to treat the house 
as a shell. 

54. Older generations felt that the house they 
lived in would be their permanent home. 

Older generations had a sense _______ _______ 
where their homes where concerned. 

55. The fashion is for a handful of tasteful 
objects. 

It has _______ _______ to have a handful of 
tasteful objects. 
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ACTIVITY 1 
You come across this blog post arguing in favour of television. Write a response to express your opinion 
against television (180-200 words). Your post will appear below, where it says “Post a comment”.  
YOUR RESPONSE SHOULD REFER TO TWO OR MORE OF THE FOLLOWING POINTS: 

 TV turns people into consumers 
 Effect of TV on physical health 
 TV is like a drug 
 TV appeals to people who have no other interests 
 The impact of TV on interpersonal relationships 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
It is really fashionable nowadays to attack TV as having a harmful 
influence on viewers, especially young people - but also family 
relationships as a whole. Well I’m not convinced by the arguments. 
Let’s take school kids. After hours of school and excessive 
homework, they watch TV as a way of relieving the pressures of 
school. This is not very different from the way adults feel when they 
come home from work. Actually, watching TV together with your 
kids can be a very powerful sharing experience which not only 
cures stress but strengthens interpersonal relationships. Adults 
can’t be expected to come home from work ready to engage in 
creative activities or lively conversation. TV is the perfect way to 
relax after a hard day’s work. 

It is also nonsense to say TV is addictive. It’s like reading a 
book or browsing the internet. People use it as much as they 
need to. If TV were a drug, then why don’t my kids –who have 
unlimited access– show drug-like symptoms? 

And one more thing in favour of TV: It doesn’t make people 
passive and uncritical. My two kids are neither passive nor uncritical 
–even while watching TV: they have a highly developed 
‘crap-detector’ and they know rubbish when they see it, so they 
simply switch channels. 

The TV is a great medium for storytelling and making 
complex issues simple and comprehensible. My kids were brought 
up on stories and now use TV as a source. It's not very 
different from audio and comic books, is it? As for being 

brainwashed by TV commercials, that’s just another myth! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Post a comment 
Comments are 
moderated, and will not 
appear until the author 
has approved them. 
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ACTIVITY 2 
Imagine that you do volunteer work for Greek “Doctors of the World”. Using information from the website text 
below, continue the leaflet (200 words) underneath the Greek text. The purpose of the leaflet is to promote 
the work of the Greek organization. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ποιοι είμαστε… 
Οι Έλληνες ΓΙΑΤΡΟΙ ΤΟΥ ΚΟΣΜΟΥ είναι τμήμα της Διεθνούς Οργάνωσης MEDECINS DU MONDE, αλλά 
ταυτόχρονα μια Οργάνωση βαθιά ελληνική που ακολουθεί το δικό της μονοπάτι βασιζόμενη στις ιδιαιτερότητες 
της Ελλάδας, διατηρώντας την οικονομική και διοικητική της ανεξαρτησία. 

Συμπληρώνοντας 20 χρόνια συνεχούς δράσης το 2010, οι ΓΙΑΤΡΟΙ ΤΟΥ ΚΟΣΜΟΥ έχουν αναγνωριστεί στη 
συνείδηση των πολιτών ως μια αξιόπιστη και αποτελεσματική οργάνωση η οποία προωθεί τα συναισθήματα 
αλληλεγγύης της ελληνικής κοινωνίας. Στόχος τους η άμεση και αποτελεσματική παροχή ανθρωπιστικής 
βοήθειας σε εκείνους που την έχουν περισσότερο ανάγκη. 

Επιπρόσθετοι στόχοι των ΓΙΑΤΡΩΝ ΤΟΥ ΚΟΣΜΟΥ είναι η προστασία του ευαίσθητου πληθυσμού (παιδιά και 
ασυνόδευτοι ανήλικοι), η διανομή κουβερτών και ειδών υγιεινής, η στήριξη των τοπικών δομών υγείας στην 
παροχή πρωτοβάθμιας ιατρικής περίθαλψης, ιδιαίτερα των ευπαθών κοινωνικών ομάδων. 

Οι ΓΙΑΤΡΟΙ ΤΟΥ ΚΟΣΜΟΥ είναι μια Μη Κυβερνητική Οργάνωση αυστηρά ανεξάρτητη. Δεν επηρεάζεται από 
καμία κομματική ή θρησκευτική δέσμευση. Είναι αυτεξούσια στις επιλογές της με μοναδικό κριτήριο τις 
ανάγκες και τις δυνατότητες της. 

Με δεκάδες αποστολές ανθρωπιστικής ιατρικής βοήθειας στην Ελλάδα και σε χώρες του Τρίτου Κόσμου 
Έλληνες γιατροί, νοσηλευτές, φίλοι και συνεργάτες προσφέρουν ανιδιοτελώς τις υπηρεσίες τους 
περιθάλποντας θύματα πολέμων, θεομηνιών, πρόσφυγες ή θύματα βίαιου εκπατρισμού, χωρίς διάκριση 
φυλής ή θρησκείας. 

 
Αθήνα Σαπφούς 12, Τ.Κ. 105 53, Αθήνα Τηλ.: 210.32.13.150, Fax: 210.32.13.850 
Θεσσαλονίκη Ίωνος Δραγούμη 65, Τ.Κ. 546 30 Τηλ./Fax: 2310.56.66.41 mdmthe@otenet.gr 

 
 

This is still the 
case though there 
is a very large 
Hispanic 
population in the 
USA today. 

Many whites are 
still quite 
prejudiced 
against blacks, 
who are still 
discriminated 
against. 

It is today 
politically 
incorrect to call 
blacks ‘Colored  
People’. They 
are referred to 
as 
African-
Americans.   

Διαβάστε περισσότερα 
 

 

    Why we need your 
help too! 

We are a Non-Governmental 
Organisation offering our 
services to people wherever 
and whenever they need us! 
We have been operating for 
twenty years, mainly in 
Greece, but also in other 
countries. We want to offer 
to those that need us, 
regardless of their culture, 
religion or ethnicity. 

 
......................................... 
......................................... 
......................................... 
......................................... 
......................................... 
......................................... 
......................................... 
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ACTIVITY 1 
Read items 1-6. Listen and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each item.  

Read item 1. Listen and respond.  
1.  This new trend in architectural design primarily makes use of 

A. the local environment. 

B. space. 

C. the sun. 
 

Read item 2. Listen again and respond. 
2.  This type of architectural design 

A. generates light and energy. 

B. uses other energy sources. 

C. enhances air circulation. 
 

 

Read item 3. Listen and respond.  
3.  The purpose of this news brief is to report on 

A. a death. 

B. a gas blast. 

C. an injury. 
 

Read item 4. Listen again and respond. 
4.  It seems that the suspect 

A. has been found. 

B. is dead. 

C. cannot be located. 
 

 

Read item 5. Listen and respond.  

5.  This recording is mainly about 

A. motorcycle accessories. 

B. driving techniques. 

C. road safety advice. 
 

Read item 6. Listen again and respond. 
6.  This recording mainly addresses 

A. passengers. 

B. drivers. 

C. pedestrians. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
A. 

 
 
 
 

 
B. 

 
 
 
 

 
C. 
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ACTIVITY 2 
 2.1   Read items 7-8. Listen and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each of these items.  

7. The speaker is probably  
A. a reporter. 
B. an athlete. 
C. a nutritionist. 

8. The speaker draws our attention to 
A. the reasons people gain weight. 
B. the value of working out. 
C. healthy eating habits. 

Listen again and check your answers.  

 

 2.2   Read items 9-10. Listen and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each of these items.  

9. The speaker advises us to stay away from 
A. sweets. 
B. alcohol. 
C. sweetened drinks. 

10. In a diet, one should always include 
A. a mixture of fruits, vegetables and salads. 
B. an equal amount of fruits and vegetables. 
C. more fruits than vegetables. 

Listen again and check your answers.  

 

 2.3   Read items 11-12. Listen and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each of these items.  

11. Special attention should also be given to 
A. the number of calories in the meat. 
B. the type of meat and the way it’s prepared. 
C. the amount of meat consumed. 

12. The speaker concludes that alcohol should be consumed 
A.  in moderation. 
B. in equal portions by both sexes. 
C. on a full stomach. 

Listen again and check your answers.  
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Read items 13-15. Listen and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each of these items.  

13. In this part of the lecture, the speaker is trying to 
A. explain why languages change. B. point out that languages do 

change. 
C. describe how languages 

change. 
14. This lecture is addressed to 

A. the general public. B. primary school students. C. college students. 

15. The examples the speaker uses derive from two 
A. distinct time periods of English. B. different languages. C. ancient languages. 

 

 

ACTIVITY 4 
Read items 16-20. Listen again and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each of these items. 

16.  What really drew her attention was  
 A. the lack of service.  B. the local market. C. the organized society. 

17.  With respect to the new environment, the female speaker 
 A. still feels lost. B. never had a problem adapting. C. managed to fit in somewhat. 

18.  This experience made her 
 A. want to get back to her hometown. B. think about her family a lot. C. reflect on her own daily 

practices. 
19.  She also would like to  

 A. try more of the local cuisine. B. prepare dinner for her friends. C. stop eating ready-made food. 

20.  She states that the food she tried 
 A. was a little above average. B. exceeded her expectations. C. seemed poorly prepared. 

 
 

ACTIVITY 5 
Listen and fill in items 21-25 with the right word. (TIP: Use one word only!) 

People's professions 

21. This woman is interviewing a female ____________. 
22. This woman is interviewing a male ____________. 

23. This man is interviewing a female ____________. 

24. This man is interviewing a male ____________. 

25. This woman is interviewing a female ____________. 

Now listen again and check your answers. 
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