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	TAPESCRIPTS


ACTIVITY 1
Listen to three instances of talk. After each listening, choose the best answers (A, B, or C) for items 1-6.
A. CULTURAL NEWS
Read item 1. Listen and respond. 

Welcome back to our program. We continue with our cultural news.  Greek and Arabic culture come together in an ambitious program of events at the Hellenic Cultural Foundation in Alexandria Egypt which opened yesterday and will run for three months at the cosmopolitan coastal city of Egypt.  At the site where great poet Cavafy lived most of his life, the Hellenic Cultural Foundation of Alexandria pays tribute to the poet’s work in cooperation with Hellenic-French Delphi Counsel by including it in the official program of the Cavafeia 2005 celebrations set to take place between August 9th… ah pardon me… between October 9th and 11th. The event opens with a special concert by composer Stavros Xarhakos at the Opera of Alexandria on opening night October 9th.

Read item 2. Listen again and respond.
B. U.F.O.s?
Read item 3. Listen and respond. 

In June 1947, a marine transport aircraft went missing in the Cascade Mountains of Washington State. Businessman, Kenneth Arnold, a pilot with more than four thousand hours flying time was convinced he could find the plane and claim the five thousand dollars reward.  At 2 pm on the 24th of June, Arnold took off from the Chehalis airfield. It was a perfect day, clear and bright. Arnold’s plane, a rugged single engine CollAir was particularly suited to mountain work and estimated it shouldn’t take more than an hour to find the missing transport.  After a few minutes, he levelled out at 9000 thousand feet and started a sweep of the area around Mount Rainer when he was startled by a sudden flash of bright light across his plane.  A DC-4 was in the vicinity and he thought the flash might have been a reflection from its fuse.  Then, to Arnold’s utter amazement a tight formation of nine crescent shaped aircrafts suddenly swept into view.  As he watched, Arnold wondered if he had stumbled upon some new highly secret military planes.

Read item 4. Listen again and respond. 

C. NEWS ABOUT CHILE
Read item 5. Listen and respond. 

Welcome back!  Voters in Chile will begin to cast ballots in less than an hour in the presidential run-off between a multi-millionaire businessman and a socialist pediatrician. Conservative, Sebastián Piñera, has vowed to create a million new jobs if elected.  The US trained economist pioneered the credit card business in Chile.  His rival, socialist, Michelle Bachelet, won the first round of the elections on December 11th, and polls give her the edge.  She was forced into a run-off because she failed to get more than 50 percent of the votes there.  If she wins, Bachelet will become Chile’s first female president.

Read item 6. Listen again and respond. 
Activity 2

2.1 Read items 7-8. Listen and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each of these items.
It’s “Living on Earth.” I’m Bruce Gellerman.  The first European explorers of Africa were obsessed with finding the source of the Nile river.  After a while, they believe they found it in lake Tanganyika.  They were wrong, but it was an honest mistake.  The lake seems to go on for ever.  It’s 420 miles long.  It’s the longest fresh-water lake in the world and the second deepest.  Lake Tanganyika is also home to more than 350 species of fish.  Many are endemic to the lake which has another remarkable property:  the water temperature is almost uniformly consistent even in the deepest part, 4700 feet down.  The difference from the surface temperature is only about 3 degrees centigrade, but recent research suggests that global warming may be affecting this incredible body of water and the fish which millions of people in this poorest of regions depend upon for sustenance and survival.

Listen again and check your answers 
2.2 Read items 9-10. Listen and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each of these items.
Listen again and check your answers 
Activity 3

Read items 11-12. Listen and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each of these items.
· The “Producers” was a movie about two producers who decided to make a musical in such glorious bad taste that it would flop after the first night and they could abscond with the money.
· Right

· But you had to persuade the people who in real life were backing you that it was in such glorious bad taste that people would laugh at it and make them a lot of money.

· Right.  Umm... which wasn’t all that easy at first.

· No, it wasn’t all that easy.  “The Producers” is I think the best thing I’ve done to date.  It’s totally “me.”  I am both the Id and the Ego. The Id or the animal being the Irish doctor, the zero mostel character and the Ego, the spiritual aspect of the film housed in Gene...

Listen again and check your answers.
Read items 13-14. Listen and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each item.
· ...Gene Wilder’s magnificent performance.

· You had to persuade him to play that, didn’t you?

· Yeah

· He was a bit shy about it.

· No no.  He was afraid that he wasn’t a movie star and it was a leading role in the movie and he was afraid he would let me down.  I said “I don’t want anybody good.  I want you.”

· He didn’t take offence.

· Yeah right he is a great guy.  Gene Wilder is a very dear dear friend of mine.

· Does it still make you laugh, the movie?
· It makes me laugh and cry.

Listen again and check your answers.
Activity 4
4.1 Read item15. Listen and choose the best answer (A, B, or C) for each item.
We were watching some old family videos over the weekend.  What struck me was how important the simplest family activities can become over time - an Easter egg hunt or our children helping me blow out the candles on my birthday cake.  And then there was the Sunday morning shot of me lying in bed desperately trying to stay asleep while our three kids bounced on top of the covers equally determined that it was time to get up.  One video in particular took my breath away. Our two year old daughter was snuggled up in her favorite blanket nestled in her grandmother’s arms. She’s just lying there.  Her big brown beautiful eyes wide open smiling.  That’s what I found most compelling.  Those wonderful loving eyes staring back through time.  It was as if they were saying “this is the good stuff.  Remember it.”  Although we tried to spend as much time as we can with our kids, like most families, life gets busy.  We always seem to be doing stuff.  Watching those videos, I wondered how many times I missed the opportunity to look back into my children’s eyes and just be there for them. Nothing else was needed.  
4.2 Read items 16-20. Listen AGAIN and decide if each of the statements below is True (A), False (B), or Not Stated (C). 
4.3 Read items 21-25. Listen and fill in the gaps in the “answers” column.
Perhaps this is why I find a commercial that’s currently running on TV particularly offensive.  In the first scene, a young girl whacks her head on a piece of furniture.  Rather than hugging the child, her mother rushes to the kitchen and whips her up a smoothie.  In the next scene a young boy is sitting on the carpet building a model plane when his dad accidentally steps on it.  The plane is crushed.  Once again it’s smoothie to the rescue.  It’s the ultimate act of commodification.  While we like to think that you can’t buy love, if you believe what the advertisers are telling us, this is the next best thing.  Stuff equals love.  So when our kids need us most, the best thing to do is to give them stuff.  In this particular case, medicate with food - not hugs or love but food.  Preferably fatty, pre-fabricated and very expensive food.  Maybe that’s why our kids are the fattest in human history.  Thinking back to our family videos, I am reminded of how rare and wonderful it is just to be there for your kids even if they’re hurting.  Forget about the food.  How about just giving them a hug instead.
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